uf)d seroper; quod ubxque quod ab ommbus
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Converte gladium tuwm in  locum suunl; omnes enim, qm
aceeperint gladiuin, gladiaperibunt. Matt. c. 26, v: 52.

Put up the sword into its scabbard; wasthe Sa
Viour’s injunction to bis disciples, who had drawn
the sword in his defence, and cut off the car of Mal-
chus, the High priest’s servant, probably the most
active in apprehending our Lord. Put upthe
sword into the scabbard; for all they, who use the
sword, shall perish by the sword.

With the view of giving to his followers among
his last and most striking injunctions the most im-
portant one of forbearance towards their enemies,
even towards those actuated by the most deadly
malice against them; but more particularly to im-
press upon their minds that they are not authorised
by him to raise their arm of flesh in his defence;and
murder or orment their fellow crcatures on the
pretext of maintaining his cause; and also, as he
himself observed upon the occasion, that the pro-
phecy conceriiing iim michi be fulfilled, which
said that he should be reckoned among the wicked;
thus designating those, who have recourse to the
sword; with thisview, I say, did he intimate to his
disciple that he should provide himself with a sword
and so far permitted him for once to use it, only
that he might have the more solemn and publie oc-
casion of furbidding his followers the like use of it
for ever; adding at the same time the example of
“Endermg good for evil, which he had all along so
{oreibly inculcated by touching and restoring on
the spofto Malchus the ear that had been cut off. |

But the most direct object which he seems to:
have had inview jn bringing about this myslenous
incidence, Was to prove that, however much, as he
for tesaw, they w lio might boast themselves his fol-
l')“cxs, should scek 10 establish, or uphold what
“!Gy imagined to be his cause by violent meaaurcs,,
thcy not only had not hissanction for doing $0; bup
that on tlic contrary, they were CXpressly forbxddnn

Y him ever to interpose in hishehalfin so summa»
¥ and cruel a mannes; reminding such mistaken
and presumptuous zcaiots that he peeds not their aid
to accomplish hig ends; or, if he wanted aid, that
Ac has the whole host of Ieaven, more powerful
Assistants, at hiscall.  Zhinkest thow, said he to
l‘etbr, that Icannot mow ask my rathe, and he
Will presently give me more ghay jwelve legtons of |
“Augels?  On the very occasion gliyded to he gave
A.convincing proof that, even inhig morial state, he
’eq\med nohuman aidto defend him aanUSt his
®hemies, by sending his pursuers with a word

tice peeline to the ground.  And is he now Jess

powerful and more dependant on our help in his
immortal and glorified condition?

lis disciples, in the excess of their zeal, be-
sought him once to allow them, like Elias, to call|
down fire from heaven to consuine his enemies: bdt
he gave them to understand that his dxspensatlon
was one of mercy and not of justice; for that he
was come to seek aind to save; not lo scatter and
destroy.

He was styled by the prophets the prince of peace
and, after gloryto God on kizh, peace on carth, and
good will to man, was sung Ly the angels at his na-
tivity, Meekness was his favourite attribute, and
the virtue he recommended most to his followers;
indeed the onc by which he said they should be
chiefly distinguished from the rest of mankind.

This is the particularly marked character of the
Messiah, as given in the prophecies; which de-
scribe him as one, the britized reed who would not
break; and the smoking flax, who would not extin-
guish. Is. 42,3, IFho gave his backto the smiters;
his cheeks to those who buffeticd them; and who hnd
not kis face from ignominy ond spittle- 60, 6. Whe
when oppressed and afflicted, did not complain; buy
was led like ¢ lambto the slaughter; and as a sheep
before her shearers, opened not his mouth, 53,17,
These, and a thousand other passages to the same
effect, describe him as most distinguishable by the
attribute of meckness; which shone forth most con-
spicuously in his conduct throughout the whole
course of his life, bat more particularly towards its
close, and in the latest stage of his mortal existence
The last legacy he bequeathed to his disciples be-
fore leaving them, was peace. My peace, said he,
Tleave you: my peace I give you, not such «s the
world giveth, a treacherous and hollow {ruce, the
effectbut of mutual precaution, accompanied al-|!
ways wiili distrust; but one the pure offspring of
brotherly love, derived from iis native source the
love of God, our common father; both which he
strou«rly inculcated; declaring that on these fwo
dcpcnd the whole law wud the prophets; that is, that
on these twa the whole dufy of man hinges and
{turns; and assuring them that the main test of thei,
being his dl%mples, is, that they love onec another,
By this, says he, they shall know that you are my
disciples. that you lvve one another.  Nay, he bade
them even forego their just and indubitable rights,
rather than guarrel and litigate for them with one
another. ¥oyuhave heard said he, that it has been
said, eye for eye; and tooth for tooth. But I say
unto you, resist not ceil.  But, if any one should
smite you on the vight cheek, furn (o him the other
also.  And if any one should sue you at law, and

‘take from you your coat, let kim have your cloak

ialso. You have heard it said, lgve yOUT’nmghhozu
and hate your enemy. But I say unto you, love
your enemies. Bless those that curseyou: do good
to thosethat hate you: and pray for those that de-
spighifully use you and persecvte you: that yor
may be the children of your father who isin heaven,
who makes his sun to rise on the wicked and the
good, and sends down rain on the just and the un-
just. Blessed are the merciful, says he, for they
skall find mercy: Blessed are the peace-makers,
for they shall be called the children of God. Matt.
5. And in that shortbut all comprehensive praye:
which he taught us, he desires us to ask for for-
giveness of our offenses against God, only in as far
as we ourselves forgive those of our fellow creu-
tures, who have offended us. Matt. 6.

These divine maxims of meek forbearance to-
wards all men, and of charity even to our enemics.
were cxemplified in himself to a supreme degree,
He did not refuse even to Judas the kiss of peacc.
by which he was betrayed; but only meekly rc-
monstrated with him for m&kmg of that symbol of
ho{ilove, a trenchesms stem.” Frfend, said he, dost
thow betray the Son of mon with o kisst He pray-
ed for bis very murderers in the midst of all the
torments he was enduring upon the cross; and
pleaded earnestly with his heavenly father in their
behalf; urging the only possible excuse that could
be offered for them, their ignorance ofthe dreadful.
crime they were committing. Father, said he,

| forgive them; for they know not what they are dg~
if 8 y
1’ing.

Now let us contrast this conduct and these max-
ims of our Saviour, with the behaviour and max-
ims of those, who, while boasting themsclves hi«
{disciples, and acknowledging him to be their per-
Hfect model; and his doctrine the unerring rule of
(their lives; subject their fellow-creatures never-

| theless to alikinds of unjust privations, cruel suf-

‘fer'mgs, and even {o death; for daring to diffes
'with them in any degree on points of faith, of
;which they choose to proclaim  themselves, with-
jout offering any sure proof of their right to such.
pretensian, the only inspired and infallible expoun\_u
crs; for if they own themselves fgilible in whit
they so forcibly inculcate, their conduct is then ngt
only unreasonable, but wantonly atrocious,

What a strange and deplorable inconsistency és
this , to glory co in being Christians ; and yet to
act in direct opposition to What that title so-heces-
sarily implies! Nay, to make a merit Yo onela
self in acting so ; offering cven as the proof of their
being the true followel‘s of Christ, the violation &€
his strictest injunction ; of the very one by the ¢b-
servange of which bie 6aid e were (o know-adlh




