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THROVGHTS ON Tl ANGLIE-
CAN CHURCH.

More than once, my dear——, you have
called my attention to the peculiar phrase-
ology lately adopted by some of our friends
of the Protestant Episcopal Church, in
speahing of themselves as ** the Catho-
ticg,”" while they aflect to call us “*Roman-
ssts 3" and a few days since you also put
mto my hands, as kaving a bearing on this
subject, o Pamphlet which they profess
to hold in high adwiration entitled * Cas
tholic Truths and Roman Fallazies," My
views upan these matters 1 have express.
ed to you fully in conversation ; but fur
the purpose of ennbling you to consider
them more theroughly you request that 1
would comait them, or at lvast the sub.
stance of them, to writing.  With this
request T feel a daty 10 comply.

In the beginning of the 1Gth century it
may be said that there wis but one sin
ble Church in the cvihized World,  The
Greek division of Christians vwas wot 1o
lie found out of the Russian and Turkish
Dominions. In Asin there were scaticr-
ed Acmenian, Nesterian, and Euviychian
Clristians 3 in the South of Europe there
was a small scct called Waldenses, and in
Fingland there yet remained some of the
followers of Wicklifie, or of the sect call-
ad Lollards.  But the great body of
Christendom was thoraughly aiited w the
profession of the same faith, in the ads
wministration of the same sacriments, and
m the observance of the same ruges, and
alt acknowledged the same furm of Chuich
Governmient cver wheeh prasided as the
wisible head en Earth the Bishop of Rome.
In the year 1517 was published in Witten-
burg in Germany, & book written by Mar.
tin Luther containing 95 short theses on
the nature of Indulgences and the crrors

lledgment that he was *the chiel Protecs[ Hen. 8,ch. 14} in which the Catholic
“tor, the owly and supreme Lovrd, and as|docirine respecting the Real Presence in

far as Chwist would allow the supreme
head of the church.”?  The submission of
the Enghish church to the Kmng's domis
nion was afterwards, aud without any res |
pard to the remackable qaalification with
which it was accompanied, treated as ab.!
solute, unconditional, snd complete, On
the 3rd of November, 1534, by an actof
Parhament (Staate 26, Hen, 8, ch. 1,)
it wes enacte} and deMared *that the
King aur soveseign Lord his heirs and snc |
cessors kings of this realm, shall be taken,
nceepted, und reported, the only sopreme
bead on Each o the Church of Bugland,
ealled Anglicana Ecclesia,and shall have
and enjos annexed and umted to the Im-
perial Crown - £ this Realm as well the’
title and style thereof as all honours, dig-
nities, pre-eminences, jmdictions, privi-
I ges, authorities, immumties, profits and
commodiies 1o the sid dignity of Supreme
Head of the same Church belongivg and
appertainrg 5 ani! that our satd sovercign
Lord, bis heirs and successors, shall have
full powcer and authairy from five to time
to visi, repress, reform, order, restrain,
and amend all such errors, keresies, abuscs,
wlfences, conempts and enormties, what-
ever they be, which by any manner of
spirinal authority or jurisdiction might or
may lawfully be ceformed, repressed, cor
reected, restramed or amended, most 1o the
pleasure of Almigluy Gud, the incicase of
virlue in Chreist’s kingdom, and for the
canservtion of the peace, unny and tran-
quility of this realm, any usage, custom,
foreign Inw, foreignauthority, prescription
or any other thing ar things to the con- .
irary notwithstanding.”

By this statate ““the church of England®
was necessarily severed from alt other

of the Questors, thatis 10 say, of the per-
sons employed to dispose of Indulgences.
‘This book gave rise toangry disputations,
and the combatants becoming excessively
heated,the dispute extended useld to other
topics connecied with Religion and doe-
trines, were then broached on the part of |
Luther, avowedly new, Lut alieped to be
founded on the wue interpreiation of the
Scriptures.  The consequence was a se-
verance from the main body of a conside~
rable portion whn a* fustcalled themselves
Gospellers and Reformers, but whe afier-
wards, however split amongst themselves
1nto different subdivisions under differen
appellations, touk the distincuve name of
¢ Protestams.”  The mam body retamed
the ancient name of Cu:holics.

For some time after these dissentiens
the Protesiant doctrines made: Inile pros
neess in Eaglind.  Iodeed the Enghsh
King (Uenry the Sih) entesed mio the con-
tegversy as a clumpion of the ancient
{aith against Laher, and obramed from
the Pope, in acknowledgment af his Cas
tholic ardour and zeal, the title >€ ¢ De-
feader of the Fauh”—a title suls cluimed
iy the English Monarchis. Bt a vielem
qrariel tooh place afterwards between the
Kuug and the Pope, becanse of the refu-
sal of ihe laner 1o sanction Henry's Jivorce
fram his queen Catherine, and Hency con-
trived to ohain in 1531 from the Convo.
<ation of the English Clergy an acknow-

Chliristiaa churches, and converted 10 ali

intents and purposes 110 a politica’ estab-

lishment —its faith, us rites, s disciphue,

were surrendered to the domnion of the

King. He was authorized from time to

time to drfine and to decide what was true

dactrine,and what heresy or error—to cor-

rect and reform as his judgment or caprice

should dictate whatever mizht be deem-

vd abuscs—to exercise every and ** any

manner of spiritual authoruy aud jurisdic-

tion”—any thing whether i Chiist’s law,

or any where else tothe contrary natwith-,
stand:ag.  The Clurch was impiously

given unto Ciwsar. It was not expected,

nor intended, that any persons other than
Biitish subjects, should be affi cted by tlus
delegatinn of ecdlesiastical power. The ob-
jrats of the Stuute were fust to mahe the
church of England a separate and dis-
tinct eatablshment from the great church
of Christendom, sud secondly, to sulject
this separate establishment to the absolute
rule of the English Monarch.

Upen the duc sinal powts which had
severed the Protestants from the  Catholic
world, the King t .ok partagainst the Pio-|
testant teachors, and lie cavsed many
who espoused and preaclied their doctrines
10 be put te death as impious hereties,  In
Muy, 1539, he caused to be enacted the
statute “for abolishing diversity of opinions
wm certain ariicles concerning Christian
Religion,” the Sttute commonly known
as tho Siatute of the Six articles (Siat, 82

gland from tho See of Rome, were repeal-
ed, und the church of England was te.
admitted into the unity and Losom of the
great Chiistian chureh {See Stat. 1 and 2,
Philand Mary rh.8.) This was the stato
of Religion in England when Marydied in
Novewber, 1558,

the Eucharisty the Catholic discipline of
receiving the Sacrament under one form,
the celibacy of the clergy, and the sanc.
tity of vows of*charity, the celebration of
the Mass, and the praciice of specinl or
avricular confession, arc all sanctioned as
parts of the faith or discipline of ** thefog or affected to hesitate between the Ca-
church of England,” and severe l‘“"is"“tl'olic and the Protestam Relipions.  This
went denounced against all who shall dure o o vor, did not continue lomyz, for in Fes
to gainsay them. Aferwards, “'l‘il"lln.mry, 1559, by Stawte 1, Eliz. ¢h. 3,
Henry hived, the Book put forth by his; 1 (e laws made in the preceding seign
authority, undorthe utle of * & necessary . o, 1o subject of Feligion, were  repealed
docirine and eruduion for a Christian: 4 oo in the reign of Henry the
man,” but more usually styled -the King's Eight, and Edward the Sixib, were re.
Book,” was the standard of orthodox faith
in England. '

Fhizabeth, her successor, either hesitat-

enacted, and it was required that all bish-

e ;nps, ministers, &c., should take an oath
Heary died in" 1546, and the erown, (o yaq the Queen’s Higharss is tho only -

and with it as an inseparable uppendage, ' supreme governor of this realm, as well in

the sopremo  dominion of the English oy spiritual or ecclesiastical things or
church, duscended to Edward lus sou,thien causes as temporal ; and by the second

a chitd of 9 yearsof age. s uncle So‘!chaptcr of the same statute, the Book of
merset, who acted as the Protector "“hc.Common Piayer is again modified and

Realm, and guardian of the infant Kingeioo,u0i0aded to be used in all the churches

1 . N > P N .
was attached 1o the Protestant doctrines jand chapels throughout the kingdom ; and

Under his n‘nﬁuence, and that of Ins‘as-'t.',‘.er‘v person was bound on Sundays apd
sociates, a liturgy for the use of the Eng-, .4 \ys 1o attend during the time of

lish church, was eslubl:shed by act od!comnmn prayer, preaching, or other ser-
Parliament w Januvary, 1548 (Stat. 2 and| oo or God, there to e used and minis-

3. Edw. 6 ch. 1) called ** The Book ofy oy Al the bishops but one—and a

, T .
Common Prayer,and ndnfunslmuon of the larg» portion of the clergy refused to take
Sacraments, and other rites and cercmo-llms oath, and for that cause all who re-

. R > ", . .
nies of the church of England,” and it was, g g \wrg cjected from office, und others

ordained that all ministers of the church
within the realm, should u~e the same, and
no other in ths dwvine service.  The
changes in this book from the ancicnt fis-
urgy, cenformed 1 many respects 1o the
views of the reformers.  In 1552, in the
name and by the anthority of the young
king, this book was refurmed, awenled,
a~d explained, and by Act of Parhament,
Stat. 5 and 6, Edw, G,ch. 1) the new book

more compliant, were, by royal anthority,
apnoiuted in their stead.  The power of
parliament was then resorted to in order
to cure all defects and irregalarities in this
violent course, and by Stat. Sth. Lhizabeth,
ch. 1, the substituted bishops were declar-
ed to be bshops riginfully made, any sta-
tute, law, caaon, or other thing to the
contrary, notwithstanding. Lo Juouary,

. . 1562, the 42 articles of Religion, establish-
of Common Prayer, and adminstration of |

ied under Edward, were revived and
the Sacraments, was commarded to bv‘ .

. amended, and what heve since been termed
¢ accepted, received, used, and esteemed . ..
Ly . . the 39 arucles, were promulgited in lieu
in like sort and manaer,” and with the same . .
of them. as the creed for the nation.—
Thus—and by the authority of the King
and of the parlisment, was ultimately
fashioned, © The church of England, as
by aw estabiished,” and tlus is its proper
{sivle and title as given to it by s authors.

s . . With the exception of the New Eagland
Religion,” forty two in number, whichicol,uies,  the church of Englund, ns by
1ad b en compiled by archbishop Crans Juw established,” was upheld by law in all
mer, then laid before a commitiee of bish 'the English colleges und plantations oa
ops and divines, and after approval by this sile of the Atantic.  ‘The king was

) . L, > 1arq |its supreme head, and under bim the gov-
ll.um.. sanctioned by the km-g. Edward N"m!_m of it was vested in its Arcllb%sh-
died in 1553, atihe age of sixteen yrats. |, Bishops, and Priests, and the Ameri-
and at the time of his death, tins boek of ¢ colonies were for all ecclesistical pur-
the 42 articles wes the standasd of English  poses declaed to be a past of the diocess
orthodoxy. of the Bish p of London. The church

. was an integral part and parcel of the
Mary, who ascended "'0“"'0"" m J"’_-‘ State, and when the damivion of England
1553, was a Catholie, and in lrss than six

and of the English king-was thrown off,the
mnnths afier stie began to reign by act of

church abvo fell withit. 1t ceased to bave
Parliament (Stat. 1, Mary Session 2nd) exivence here.  But many of thuso whe
all the statutes on the subject of religion had been accustomed 1o the wership and
. " Arites observed in the chureh of Englan..,
passed since the death of her father, were
repealed, the fisst and second booksof the

feh a nateral atiachment thereto. Under
the influenre of this astachment, a conven-

« Common Prayer” were probibited to be

used, and in licu thereof it was enacted

tion was beld of certain clerical and lay

delegates fram  different  coungregations,
that such forms of divine worship and ad-
ministration of the Sacraments should be

and a plan of religious union ngreed upos,
whereby they associated under the name
of * The Protestant Ipiscapal Church of
recoived and practised as had commonly | the United States.” The name they them-
been used in the last year of the reign of| selves chose, and by this in their prayst
Henry the Eigin,  In the next yearall the

artickes and pravisions of every kind,made
in his reign for severing the church of En-

penalties as b ul been enacted with respec
to that establish-d four years before, and
which was now superseded, In the same
year, by the uuihority of the king, was
published ¢ collection of the articles of

!
'

books, and in their public acts, they have
ever since been designed.

{To bs Continued.)




