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while to study them, profoundly is a real and lasting benefit.
Manyo0f his best passages ean only be mastered by the closest
àipplication, refusing to surrender their secrets save to the mature
mind, and to It only gradually like the dawn of day. . Re is a
sehool of mental gymnnasties where intellectual. athietes may find
heathful exercise. The pious, but cultureci Frances llidley
Havergal, in ber writings gives us this charming bit of auto-
biography: "cI have been for some time giving haif an hour a
day to careful reading of Shakespeare. I feit as if I wanted a
littie intellectual bracing, as if contact with intellect would prc-
vent me from getting into a wveak, wishy-washy kind of thought
and language. 1 like intellect to mub against .. . and s0 1
bethouglit me what Shakespeare would do £,. me." The higher
qualities of our bard led Dr. Adazu Clarke to remark that ccthe
man who lias not read Shakespeare should have public prayers
put up for him., Dr. Sharpe, in the reign of Queen Anne, at'-
firmed: "iThe Bible and Shakespeare have made me Archbishop
of York." And to cite but one authority more, John Wesley, than
whom few have had fimer literary tastes and none a saintiier
mind, had a keen appreciation of our dramatist. Again and
again lie enshrined hlm in his Joumnals. Once he speaks of a
visit paid to cithat bad Cardinal's tomb, Hienry Eeaufort'P., and
says lie wvas reminded of "ithose fine lines of Shakespeare whicli
lie put into the mouth of King H{enry VI:

'Lord Cardinal,
If tliou hast any Imope of heaven's grace,
Give us a sign. fIe dies and makes no sign.'

Shakespeare wvas one of the books to be studied in the fourth
year's course in Wesley's Kingswood School. And what is most
interesting of all, lie left behind hlm, in manuscript, an annotatcd
Shakespeare-its margin filled with critical notes by Air. Wcsley
himself-wihich unfortunately one of lis executors committed to
the flames as flot tending to edification, or the world miglit have
had, flot only Wesley's Notes on the New Testament, but aiso
Wesley's Notes on Shakespeare.

Our Christian Plate owes his influence i literature to lils
teaching.

Mucli of Shakespeare's wisdom is aphoristie. It were easy to
focus the solar rays of his terse, pungent and epigrammatie
teaching: ccTruth will out." "&Love is blind." "cCormpari -sons .are
odjous." *Brevity is the soul »of 'wit." ciThe private wound la
deepest'" "Truth hath a quiet breast." "eThe better part of'
valour is discretion." "(Too light winning makes the prize ijght."
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