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Rocky Mountains, the lives of their servants and the goods in
forts were as safe from violence as in any civilized community,
although some forty or fifty different tribes roamed over the vast
hunting-grounds of whose peltry the Company had a most com-
fortable monopoly.

When, therefore, the Canadian Government in the year 1869
bought out the Company and took over its territorial possessions,
the Indians upon them had, by a long course of satisfactory deal-
ings with their white brothers, been well prepared to enter intel-
ligently and trustfully into relations with their new masters.
True, they were more than a little disturbed at first, partly owing
to the stand taken by the Metis or half-brecds of the Red River,
who in 1870 combined under Louis Riel to resist the coming of
the Canadians, and partly to the sudden influx of white men that
came pouring from the east and west into their country. But the
first danger was speedily removed by the advent of a little army
under the command of one Colonel Garnet Wolseley, of whose
distinguished career this expedition was the beginning; and the
wise conduet of the Canadian Government, in arranging their
alliance with the Indians contemporaneously with the formal
establishment of their rule, prevented any trouble arising from
the latter source.

The third circumstance which has been so far in Canada’s
favour with regard to her Indian subjects is, that they have nct
yet been made to feel that they are being crowded out by the
white men. To a large extent their favourite hunting-grounds
are still left to them, the treaties providing for their freedom to
hunt and fish over all lands not taken up for settlement, and thus
the most fruitful of all sources of trouble in the United States—
namely, the incessant encroachments of the white man upon the
red—has been practically unknown in Canada. When the popu-
lation so increases as to render this process inevitable, then will
come the testing-time, and then will the Canadian authorities be
called upon to pass through the same ordeal that has so severely
tried their Republican neighbours.

A very interesting chapter of Canadian history is tha* which
concerns the treaties formed with different Indian tribes, and par
ticularly the portion relating to the Indians of the West,to which
for brevity’s sake I shall confine myself. The first treaty actually
effected with the Indians wesward of the Great Lakes bears date
as far back as 1817, and was rather a private than a public affair

being the work of the Earl of Selkirk, who, having purchased 8 .

large tract of land from the Hudson’s Bay Company for his seftle
ment, which ultimately became the Province of Manitoba, thought
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