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CONVICT LABOR.

It has been announced that the Ontario Government
have decided that the ‘‘trusties’” from the jails and
prisons of Northern Ontario are to be emploved on
colonization roads.

From the movement in the United States we are
under the impression that convict labor is on the de-
crease. We recognize the difficulty of combining correc-
tion and useful employment, but we cannot see any
excuse for taking the convict on to the highway and
exposing him to the glance and chance remarks of the
passerby. Nothing will break a man’s spirit quicker
than humiliating him, and the released prisoner who has
lost pride and spirit and self-respect is not a corrected
man.

More than this, convict labor is a menace to legiti-
mate business. It should not be the aim of the Govern-
ment to make the criminals profitable to the State. They
are sentenced for correction, and- the community which
deprives them of their liberty should not attempt to
escape the cost of correction. Legitimate business of the
free workman should not be called in competition with
criminal labor.

There is a vast difference between the experiment at
the Guelph prison farm, where the prisoner will be a
self-contained community, and the utilization of prisoners
on colonization roads, where they will have to be re-
moved from camp to camp, and transported in some cases
considerable distances on the railways.

If it is necessary to employ the prisoners of Northern
Ontario in Northern Ontario, get another farm, but keep
them off the highway.

SUBAQUEOUS CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION.

An example of the successful replacing of wood by
concrete was manifest last week at Goderich, Ont.,
where pontoons of reinforced concrete construction were
built half a mile from their position, floated across
the bay, and weighted with sand and lowered into
position.

The advantages of concrete for subaqueous work has
long been recognized, but the difficulty of cofferdam-
ming, or of placing concrete under water, has limited the
use of this material for such work. Tt has, for some years,
been customary to build crib work to a foot or two of
the low-water level, to cap the timber with concrete,
carrying the superstructure of concrete up to the required
level. By the method adopted at Goderich concrete work
is done above water, and the wharf or foundations com-
pleted in still water, and kept dry until properly set. It
was then floated into place, submerged, weighted, and
the superstructure carried on above the water line. “This
method eliminates almost entirely timber construction.

As far as Canada is concerned, we believe this to be
the first attempt at this method of construction. At
Kewaunee and Algoma Harbors, Wisconsin, a somewhat



