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cattie drovers ; some keeping public houses, standing, and sent forth to the worid
others keeping turn-pike gates ; some regi eminent soholars. and uiseful -citizens, but in
tering births, deaths and marriages; others
acting as secretaries to benefit building
societies; one teacher is described as porter,
barber, and layer out of the dead in a
wYork house-one a publican's 'wife separ-
ated from lier husband, and in one district
nine ivere in the reeeipt of parochiai relief.
'UIs littie they pays nie,' said a ;,orthy
darne teaclier 1 and its littie I teaches 'eni.>
It is very interesting to notice the growtii of
pu-blic sentiment in regard to the matter,
within the iast haîf century. Our model
schoois and normai senîinaries are but of
yesterday. Haif a century ago, the qualifi-
cations demanded for teaching the young
were-exceeding meagre and unsatisfactory.
If a candidate for the sehool room had tue
merest rudiments of knowiedge, accornpani-
ed by fair moral character, it was generally
considered arnply sufficient. The necessity
of gramtnar school or college traini.ng-,fir
iess tlîe knowiedge of /zow to Iractice t/te art
of teachij, was neyer for a moment drea.im-
ed of. 1'The teacher ivas left to cut and
cane the minds and memories of his pupils
as he pieased in the slow process of bis
apprenticeship to iiseif." Thus the office
became, as has been weii said, a sort of in-
firnîary - a general asylum into which.
indigents of every variety of mental and
moral qualifications were deenîed entitied
to take refuge. In some cases it must be
admitted, candidates for the office 'of
teacher, lîad .ricicnt, seholarsti.É but noth-
ing of t/t aptness to teaci, whiciî is even
more necessary than extensive acquirernents.
There wvas a period in Scottish history,
wvhen the parish schools were largeiy sup-
piied from the puipit. In other words
'vhen men neyer by Providence intendedý to
exercise the Ministeriai gifts, had failed in
convincing the people of ieir eiquence,were
cîuiietly and comfortabiy instailed for life,
in the parish schoois. In some cases they-
Succeeded ini mgintainin- a fair professionai

the great majority of instances, tr trans-
ftrencefrom ite churc/j to Mue se/zool rooin was
a griez'oiisfaiurie. Nor couid it be other-
ivise. For wlîile a teacher of ripe seholar-
ship and talent may aspire to adorn the
pulpit, a iniister incapacitated to instruct a

cnegt>n, is the last of ail men to lead
young nîinds in the paths of knowviedge.

The honor of estabiishing Normal
Sehools for the training of teachers,belongs,
like many other good things, to a Scottish
IEducationist, who has been spared to sec
his statesman-like plans adopted in many
lands, and crowned iwith most gratifying
success. ln thus speaking, 1 amrnfot forget-
fui of the stimulus given to education, in
the 17th century by Milton and Locke ;
but even in their ages, education ivas not
regarded as a blessing which all, even the
poorest in the nation were flot -oniy
quiqlified but entitled to receive." As
Miil- says, " thougli men of great benevo-
lence, they yet seem -in their ivriting to have,
had in view ;,w edt.cation but t/tai of t/he gen-
tiemian." Nor do 1 oveyiook. the praise-
worthy efforts of Bull and Lancaster a
-century -later, in the work of education,.
and their partial success in arousing the
nation to a perception of the- absolute. -

necessity of reform. Nor yet the systeni
of Pestalozzi, which, with ail its defects,_ is
worthy the attention of every mian or wonian
ivho aspires ?o the office of teacher.; But,
w-,hile bearing in mind the value of those.
different labors in the cominon cause, we
must after aill, regard David Stow-, of Glasr.
gow as. the .master mind, who has set iii.
motion and accompibhed the .work of Edur.
cationai reform, as regards the training.of
* eac/er-who bas raised the standard ..of..
schoiarship in our schools, and.. demandn:
ed for the qualified teacher ilhat horior and-
respect to, which heis entitled. . The.cause's'
whichi ed to the establishment of Normal....
Schoois in Britain is one of the most.inter-
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