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sation. Noletter for publication should contain
more than two hundred words~— it shorter,
still better.

TORONTO, MAKCH, 1902

THE GREAT CONVENTION I

The rally of prohibitionists at the
Horticuttural Pasvibion in Toronto on
Peb, 200 was an epovli-mahingg ga-
thering. T wax without exception
the largest  convention of pronihi-
tionists ever helld in Canada, repre-
sentimg everyr soction of  the Pro-
vinee and evers celass of the com-
munity.  There were  more than
1.200 detegates on hand, and fally
1.000 of them were men who will

Ihve votes in the coming Provineial
election,

AL threough  the day  enthusinsm
was high, set discussion had ia it
nothing of personndity and was fall
of foree and determination.  The de-
leggntes were practically unanimous
in their condemnation of the unfair
conditlons attached ta the propos-
ed referemdum, the main Jdifference
of opinion bring as (o whether or
not direct condemnation  should be
made to the refereudum proposal al-
Ltogether.

The deliverances of the conven-
tion will b2 found in another colnumn
under the heading, “Declarations of
the Prohibition Convention.” They
were wlopted with slight verbal al-
terations from the form in which
they were Submitted as o report of
the exeentive committee.  The dis-
cussion referced to. took place ypon |
an amendment to the thivd deciara-
tion offered by Resv. Dr. Chown, who
wished to substitute  for the com-
mittee's clanse the following states
ment :—

“Whereas two plebiseite votes have
been tnken upon the question of pro-
hibition, in which the principle has
heen adopted by overwhelming ma-
joritins, and whereas Sir Oliver Mo-

wat and the Hon, G. W. Ross cach
expressed the convietion  that the
vate of 1804 indicated that the peo. !
ple were safficiently  edueated u[hz
an this question. amd whereas the
Government has promised o intros
duer legisintion to the extent od its
powers. s pladige heing reiterat-
ed by Hon GOW Ross last Febroary,
aml

“Whnereas the prohibition  bild re-
cently intro lnced by the Gosernment

covidos for a referenditn vote (o
give eifect to sail bilt: lnokwng |||)~l
on the proposal for the so-callisd pe-
terendum as an evasion of the rl--f
sponsibility  that  belongs o the!
Government and the Legisiature, :
and which cannot b~ regarded as
other than a violation of a solemn
promise of Government:

“Therefore, the convention ontera,
its emphatic protest agalnst sach
an  evaston of prespousibility
breach of faith, and calls upon the
Legisiature to amend the bil by

striking out the prosisions for a re-
fereudum.”

This resolntion  was secomled hy
Res W KetUewell and was taken
as evpressing the views of that gec-
tion of the conmvention whicelt belies-
ed that the cause  would  be best
served by denouncing not only the
manifestly unfair features of the re-
ferendum biil, but the taking of any
further vote of the electors on the
question of prohibition.

It will be noticed that the declar-
ations adopted do not  elther con-
demn or approve the referendam as
. method. It iy fair, however, 1o
state that the stroug opinion of the
convention seemed to be that any
more voting by the people was un-
necessary and that the Government
ought to have denlt with the situn-
tion by the introduction of a bill to
be made law by the simple, ordinary
action ol the Legislature,

It was felt, however, that while
@ referendum was not necessary,
that the temperance party had not
n ostrong case {or objecting to the
ratification of ,proposed legistation
by o fair vote and that the wisest
position to take was simply that of
opposition to the anjust features of
the bill as it hal been introdueced
into the Legislatugee,

The meeting was presided over by
Rev. W.o AL MacKay, D. D, president
of the Qutario Braanch of the Alli-
ence.  Rev. Lo W, Hill and Me. J. T
Shanks neted as secretaries. After
the vote on Dr. Chown's  proposed
amendment the executive's declarn-
tions were unanimously adopted. A
depntation was appointed to ln) the
findings ut the convention before the
Government.

THE DEPUTATION.

On February 26th the Gosvernment
received the deputation appointed by
the probibition convention of the
preceding day.  Although only a few
representatives were chosen to con-
vey the message of the counvention,
n large crowd of interested delegat-
e8 were in attendance.

The deputation was introduced by
Rev, Dr. MacKay. The views of the
convention were voiced by Mr. A, B.
Spencer, Mr. . 1. Miller, Mrs. May
R. Thornley. and Res. Dr. Carman.
The speakers expressed  the readi-
ness of Lemperance workers Lo meet
the liguor traffic ndvocates s a fair
fight. but protested  very strongly
against the injustice of their oppon-
ents being allowed to win without
securing 4 majority of  the rvotes
polled.  Objection was also made 10
the 14th of October as the day for
voting, and the Government was
urged to give all classes better vot-
ing opportunities and safer condi-
tions by having the voting at the
time of the municipal elections for
19023,

In peply. the Premier argued that
sach o bill ag the probibition bill
proposed onght to have the sanction
of a conclusive majority of the olec-
torate.  He did not think it unjust
tu require prohitationists o poll a
majority of the votes cast in the
clection of 1898, and he stated that
he could hold out no hope that pro-
hibition would b~ secured by a sim-
ple majority of the votes cast. e
was favorable to o change of the
voting time to a Inter date, but was
ot prepaired to say what date would
bz ehosen, and he promised on behalf

tof the Government o thorough en-

foresment of the pronibitory law if
it ghoull come into operation.

ACTION OF THE LEGISLATURE

On Wednesday, March 3th, Hon. G,
W. Rosr moved tho second reading
of the prohthition bill, which is to be

entitled “I'ne Lignor Aet, 1502 1fe
spchie at some lensth on the ques-
tion of whether ¢cr not the measupre
wis coustitutiound gad digeussod al-
s the mattees of amajgority required
amnd date of yoiing.,  The changes
proposed from the form in whica the
LIl was first submitted merely al-
tered the sating dav from October
t4th 1o aday in November, not et
announced, and changed the major-
ity reguired to secure profnbition to
a majority of the sotes cast, pro-
viding sueh majority is also o ma-
Jortty of the number of electors who
voted at the general Provineial elec-

tion in 189
Me. J. Po Whitnes, teader oi 1he
Opposition,  oppused the bill. He

denounced the veferendum proposal
and the unfair condliions altached
to it. He also deelared himscll “op-
posed to the bill on the werits of
it without refervnce to the refer-
endum.” and advoented as an alter-
native policy legistation decreasing
the number of ficenses, nudntaining
present restrictions, removing com-
missioners and jinspectors from par-
ty influence, aml 1 thorough en-
forcemenc of the law \

Hon. J M. Gibson advoecated the
reforendum as a coustitutional me-
thod, guoting many authorities in fa-
vor of his contention, and commend-
ing the conditions attached to the
hill

Me. G. . Marter favored the hill
as a usefal mensure of lepistation,
but did not think there was any ne-
ecessity for a referendnm to bring it
into operation.  1le forcibly attack-
ed the unjust condition of the mea-
sure which he proposed to endearor
to remove,  but would support the
Government in endeavoring te bring
the bill into operation.

Speeches were atso made by Hon.

B, J. Davis, Mr. J. 0 Foy, Mr. Geo.

P. Geaham, Mr. W. H. Hoyle, Mr. I,
1. Pardee, Mr. Thomas Crawford,
and Mre. [. B. Lacas.

The secoml reading was earried
by B majority of thirteen, all the
Liberals present and Mr., Marter
voting for the measure, and all the
Conservatives, coxcepting Mr. Mar-
ter, voting against it

A BAD LAW,

The oppounents of prohibition are
buslly engaged in not merely striv-
ing to discredit prohibition in gen-
eral, and the Manitoha Liguor Act
in particular, but are lowd in their
praises uf the many excellenc es of
the preseant Ontario Llquur License
Law, which they hold up as a model
plece of lagisiation. This hine of ar-
wument g also followed by many Lib-
eral politiciuns, who seek by it to
represent the Reform Party as be-
ing entitled (o credit for useful tem-
perance legislation,

There are manv valuable restiric-
tive provisions in the Outario Li-
cense Law. It is a svastlly bhetter
measure than th: law that was in
force in this Province thirty years
ago. To-day it is. however, anti-
quated, defective and from n tem-
perance standroint lacking in some
detall as compaved with the hquor
law of anv other Proivince.

For manyg vears this law lhias been
condemned by successive conven-
tions of temperance workers, and
the Government{ has heen persirtent-
1y appealeel to for needetd Improve-
ments and hetter enforcemen!. It
Is no secret that  the Gosvernment
has reatized and admitted its defects,
and had promised o revision of it
hefore Lthe present crisis was precip-
ftated by the Privy Councit’'s decigion
in favor of the Muanitoba Prohibitory
Liaw.

Everv temperance worker who has
made any honest attempt to secure
an enforeoment of the provisions of
the Ontario Licens2 Law Knouwa that
this law i wonk, imperfect and out-
of-date, and that in many parts of
the Province its  enforcement hag
heen in the hapndr of officinls who
have used its technical  defeets to
thwart the effortr of Lhioke  who
hinve striven to wake it an effec-
tive meaaare ler the resiriction of
the liguor treaffic.

It is time that some of our ex-
perienced workers, who know what
the license law really is, stated the
facte regarling a wmeasure that for
many years har been far behind
whnt the temjerance sentiment of
the conntry demands.

IMPORTANT.

ToronTo, 1902,
DEAR FRIRND,—

You are respectfully requested to
carefully examine The Camp Fire,
a neat four-page monthly Prohibition
paper, full of bright, pointed, con-
venient facts and arguments; contain-
ing also a valuable summary of the
latest news about our cause. It is just
what is needed to inspire workers
and make votes.

We are embarking on a campaign
for prohibition legislation in which
the liquor traffic will do its utmost
to block, delay, and if possible
prevent our securing the enactment
and enforcement of useful law,
We have plenty of hard fighting ahead
of us. We must keep posted and
eqt ipped, knowing all that is being
done by our friends and foes, and
sophistry and misrepresentation that
will be advanced.

The Camp Fire will beoneof the
best aids you can have in the struggle.
It will contain nothing but what you
need, Every number ought to be
preserved. You cannot afford to be
without it, and the subscription price
is only nominal, Twenty-five cents
per year.

While a necessity to every prohibi-
tion worker the The Camp Fire will
also be of special value for distribution.
We must keep up our educating work,
Printed matter tells. It does its work
continuously, silently, fearlessly and
No form of literature is so generally
read and so potential as the up-to-date
periodical. It comes with the force
and interest of newness and life. For
this reason the form of a monthly
journal has been selected.

This journal will be in every respect
reliable and readable. Every article
will be short, good and forcible, con-
taining nothing sectional, sectarian or
partizan. The literature of the old
world and the new world will be
ransacked for the most helpful and
effective material. The price is very
low.

Such literature will convince many
a man whom his neighbors cannot
convince. It will talk to him quietly,
in hisown home, in hisleisure moments,
when he can listen uninterruptedly,
when he cannot talk back and when
the personality of the talker cannot
interfere with the effect of the talk.

It will ply him with facts, arguments
and appeals, that will influence,
instruct and benefit him. It will set
him thinking. This is half the battle.
Its wide circulation will swell the
victory that we areabout to win. This
is its object.

Your help is asked in thisgreat work.
Every soctety should subscribe for and
distribute hundreds of copies. This is
the easiest and surest plan of making
prohibition votes. Look at the terms:

Twenty copies will be sent
to any one address every
month for six months, for ONE
DOLLAR, payable in advance

On no other plan can a small invest-
ment be made to produce so much of
educative results. One hundred and
twenty copies may be placed in ase
many homes, And have more than
HALF A THOUSAND readers. Onedollar
will cover this placing of the claims of
our cause before five hundred people.
Ten dollars may reach FIVE THOUS-
AND. WiILL YOU HELP Us?

Address,
F. S. SPENOE,

52 Contederation Life Building,
‘ Toronto.
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