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*EDITORIALf

A SPARTAN E BFFOI,T
The climination of the middlcnian. by

sciling direct freni orchard te consumer.
lias bccn the dircamn of the fruit growcrs of
Ontario for-some ycars. Ousie of a -fcw
growers securing privatc customers, not
much has beeni donic towaid!F iaking the
dircan coule truc. Last fait and wintèr.
hawevcr, as prcviously noted ini these col-
um.ns, an attcrnpt was made Ia -self dircct
te the gccieral, public of Toronto by an
Elgin county man-?.r. J. A. Wecbstcr, of
Sparta. la the progrcss of his efforts and
rcsults there arc sante lessons worth mot-
ing.

With cxccptiecial valor, likc the Spar-
tans of aucicnt Greece, this modern Spar-
tan had the courage of bis- conviction that
the people of Toronto wdùld consume largc
quantities of fruit if thcy could buy it at a
reasonable price, and "direct from orchard
te consumner."1 Wih this in m*,d and with
more moncy for hiniseîf, as thc producer,
in vicw, hie sccured sterage spacc in the
basernont of the St. Lawrence market, and
commnence te selI whelesalc and retail-
and thon the trouble comxnenced. Vdrious
situations and dificrences arose betwee».
Mfr. Webster and tht cit.v officiais, some of
wbicb resuitcdl in law suits. The city did
mot permit the sclling by retail in thc stor-
age roonis, mor scliing anywhere ln tho
r arket in quantities of less than one
bushel; il doubled Mr. WVcbster's rerit, axd
movedl him froni orir place to anothcr.

%. > .cWbster's experiences in the St.
Laivrcnce market scrves ico show t.hat -the
Toronto City Council.-which is influenced
in this mattcir pmobably by the Ret-til Mer-
chants' Association and by the whoIcsnIers
anid commission mn, docs mot int-ecd te
encourage the fruit grow-crs to sell direct
to the people. It is altogether unrcason-
able, for instance, for Toronto to charge
sevcnty dollars a znontb rent for stomagc
amil selling space ice only one Rrowcr who
wants to SOI a fcw appits. whnta a tic--
mondons revenue tbo city -would acquire
shouid a few hundred gmowcrs undertalce
the satn scheme!

One local resuit cf Mr. Webster's efforts
has boon tht oening of thit in%îket te
farniers and hucksîcrs for the sclling cf
fruit ini smali packages. Although manw
farmners did sell apples in the p3st in snail
quantities, they constanilv wcrc in fear of
bcing llned for so doing: Somnc cf thcm
%verc fined at tines as a warning to thcem-
selves zind others. 0f course, the consum-
ons did (lot do this cior %%ami this regula-
tion to -stand. But tiiere wcre othcrs witb
sufflcett reasons and influence Io dernand
if.. Since Mr. %Vcbsttes testing of Ibe by-
iaw, ont caci go there on Market days and
find tvcrybody bnir and sclling irD any
quanittics csired. This rnny ail yet bc
put back into the esd aidcr by subscqucnt
city by-laws, should thic council forgct its
cluty %o the consnmusg public, and give
,tvay io the pressure cýf selflsh itîtercats,
,w.hlch wili be sure te be ;kpplied once mnore
as soon as the proscrit initres:cf the con-
-surners subsides.

The case cf A.fr. %Vcb.çtr brought out in-
cidontally amother factor ln fruit mnarket-
iniz that at flrst thought is ratiter coin-
plieatcd. A ertain large hoiel ln Toronito
liad ben blriîg Oatkvile ilpples .'î îw<î
dollars a box thvoiîîgh a weli kaewn coli-
mission firm. M4r. WIcbstcr offercd bis

apples te the botel ut one dollar and a li.ilf
a box-the sanie price that ho ilucod un
the market te tht general pubiic-and got
an order. tater, iwhcn soiiciting for a ri
peat eider frem tht 5ame hotel, hie wac iv
fuscd and told that the commission ni.uîi
was then suppiying the Oakville appie'. al
ont dollar and thirty-fivc cents a là-.x.
This was a deliberate under-cut on the liart
of the commission man. WVho lest the dif.
féece between the one dollar and thi-t.
five cents and two dollars? Did Mr. Wb
ster injure the Oakvillc fruit grouer?
WVould any ane or more groe-s with fruit
for sale in, Toronto. were they te endcavor
te selI it a: a reasonabie pricc direct to
the comsumer, bc injuring the fruit indus-
try of~ the province? WVouid a distributng
centre ini Toronto, as proposcdl by the
Niagzra Penicisula Fruit Grawcms' Asso.
ciation, hurt ail other growcrs in the Niag-
ara district who are compelled by circuni.
stances te sbip te commission mon? If
this would happen, what is the use of ail
the taik about eiminating the middicman'
In aur opinion, no growcr or body of
groweîs would be iaiured ln the long run.
Tht uncertaiaty cf the zncîhods practicced
by sorte, met ail, cf the cammision mon,
and the fact that the growvers would bc
sclling, like M4r. WVebster, direct te ilht
people at pricts more mear wbat produc-
tion warranits, wou.d s-oon caunterb.lanct
àlny apparent tcmpornry injustice.

WVhile the Sparta grower p robably his
net lion ovcr successful tbis year, on ai-
count cf high mcntç. strenueus apposition.
cas: cf law suits; and ether discouraginiz
factors, bis propagancla is worthy of fur-
tller efforts aci tht par-t cf bimsclf and
othea, growcrs. The~ exptrises cf tht
scheme are tee great for one mani alon.
Schemcs cf this kixid cauld be bandied
much mort economicaliy and mare profit-
abiy ny our fruit growers' associations.
Shouli it bc founzl that %bey arc not wanid
in the St. Lawrence market, they thould.
mcil could, establish a fruit maîket of

their 'Own.

IOAJSIDE PESTS
The article in this issue cf The rané-

dian Ilerticulturist, by Prefessor E. Xi
Straight, servcs te, show the extent Io
which the wild fruits mnay become a .coutct
of infection in our commercial oîchirds.
Amycat wlào has carcfuliy .examncd a ii
;tpple trc could not but bc impîcssced by
the diversity cf ptýsts that it barbons. The
tmunk uîot infrcquca:ly la prforated uib
barers, the bark covcrcl ith scah-, t&
branches and leaves draped with wcbs, aud
the fruit a veritable happy buntiog grenai!
for codliugwom

The des=utin cf these bredie;
gruads oif orchard pesa is a phase cf Sc
charding that bas met received the at,-
tien that lb, merlus. There arc twe maii
reasons why thesc outside sourccs of i-.
fection 'have ben -somewhat negleta
Finit, the extent to which ihcy imccxc
the orchard bas not 'ateen fnlly recaizd",
-second, their destruction bas citea brer
mnatter outside the orchairdists' control. 1:'
respect Io Iht fermer, fruit growers art
more and more cnigte; realire tht <2-
lent cf sncb infctc and tht ned W~
imintdiate 3 ction. In the latter case Ut
mmt with a difficulty net casiiy rf:noltd

No mattcr how' rnucb he may 'ale X0
the fruit grower bas ino authority t 11 e
%:roy wiid tes on the property oi -a <=n
les$ zieighbor. Perbapa Ibis lugbo i~
zt anali orcharad that is =.r sPravc a
is rellW growing under wil cordii@l-
]ltrc la Wb=cre h aw uui atcp m., al;
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