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SCHOOL GOVERNMENT.

MEANS OP SEOURING oOOD ORnEit.

[Extracted fron Page's Theory and Practice of Teaching, New
Edition by W. H. Payne. By kinid permission of the Publîshers,
Messrs. A. S. Barnes & Co., Nowî York.]

I. BE CAlHEFUL AS TO THE FIRST IMPRESSION YOU MAKE. It is anl
old proverb, that " what is well begun is lialf donc." This holds
truc in school-keeping, and particularly in school-government.
Tho young study character very speedily and very accurately.
Perhaps ne one pupil could express in words an exact estinmato of a
teacher's character after a week's acquaintance ; but yet the whole
scionl has received an impression which is neot far froin the truth.
A teacher, thon, is very unwise who attempts to ssune to b any
thing whicli lie is not. le should over bu frank ; and in coim-
mencing a school he should begii as lie can hold out. Any as.
sunption of an authoritative tone is especially ill judged. The
pupils at once put thenselves iii an attitude of resistanc-e, wlen
this is perceived by then.

A teacher should ever renemnber that among children- however
it may be aiong adult--respect always precedes attachnmnent. If lie
would gain the love of the children, lie must first he worthy of
their respect. Ho should therefore act deliberately, and always
conscientiously. Ho should b firmt, but never petulant. It is
very important at tho outset that ie sho'tld b truly courteous and
affable. It is nuch iwiser to request than to command, at least
urtil the request has been disregarded. Tiere are usually two vays
of doing a thing,-a gentle and a rougi way. " Joln, go and siut
the door," in a gruff tone, is one way to hlave the door closed. Joii
will undoubtedly go and shut the door-perhaps with a am, -but
he will net thank the teacher for tie rougi tones used in comnnand-
ing it. No', it costseno more titoe or breati te cty, "John, 1ll
thank you if'you will shut that door." Must cheoerully will John
comply with tho request, and he is grateful that ie lias heard tiese
tones of kindness. If he could but hnow the teacher's wishes
afterward, lie would gladly perforni thtem unasked. I would by no
neans recommiiend the adoption of the fawning tone of the syco-

phant, by the teacher. Ho should be nanly and dignified , but
the language of that courtesy which springs front real kmndness,
and which ever becones tl, gentleman, is always the situât butablo
as well as most expedient to Iimn.

Il. AvoIB EXUIBITING OR ENTERUTAININO A staPiUloUs SPIRIT.
Lt is a maxim of law, that one charged with crime is always te bu
presuned innocent, until prored guilty. This should be a muaximn
with the teacher who would govern we!l. There is ne mure direct
way of making a school vicious, than by show ing then that you
suspect they are se. A good reputation is dear to all; and even a
bad boy will b restrained fron wicked acts as long as ie thinks
you give him credit for good intentions. But if lie finds that ie
has lest your good opinion, lie feels that lie lias nothing further te
lose by ½'zng as bad as you suspect him to be. A teacher is rise,
therefore, if lie tries to see something good even in a vicious pupil.
It may be, as it often lias been, the means of saving such a pupil.
I have known a very depraved boy entirely reformed in school, by
his teacher's letting himî know that lie lad noticed sone good traits
in his character. He afterward told his teacher that " he had been
so often suspected to be a villain, that lie hlad almost comle to tho
conclusion that ho would bu onie ; but that, when lie founîd one
man who could do him the justice to give him credit for a few good
feelings-(for ie knew he had them)--he at once dotermnined to
show that man that lis confidence had net been misplaced ; and
that he would sooner die than knowingly offend the only person
who over had understood him."

It is wise soinltimes, net only to withhold the expression of sus-
picion, but givo Bomle token of our confidence to the pupil who is
troublesome. Intrust him with some errand involving respoiisi-
bility, or'assign to hin somo duty by way of assistance to yourself,
and very likely yon will gain his good-will over after. This is
founded upon the well-known principlo in human nature acted
upon by Dr. Franklin, who, when he would gain his enemy, asked
him to do him a favor.

III. Aq SOoN As rosSInLE, OIVE REoULAR AND PULL EMPLOY-

MEr. It is an old proverb that " idloness is the mother of mis-
chief." The ntrsery bymnn also contains a living truth -

" Ahd Satan finds some mischief still
For idle liands to do."

It is the law of a child's nature to bo activo ; and as the teacher is
placed in the school to give direction to such ininds, he eau hardly
conplain of their going upon forbidden objects, unless lie season-
ably provides sonething bLêtor for tlhen to do.

Very early, then, the teacL.or should endeavor to classify his
echool, and furnish constant and full eiploymnt--whethor of
siudy, recitation, or relaxation-for overy heur in the day. The
teacher should have a plan when ho opens the school, aind the
soouner it is carried into full operation the better.* Besides, when
a teacher has given employmont, lie has a right te insist upo; the
pupil's being eigaged in study. No one will question this right ;
and it is far more protita6le to require a positive duty than to en-
join a negative, -such as abstinence fron whispering or fron mis-
chief in general.

IV. MAKE BUT FEw IULES. It is a very comnon thing for
teachers to enbarrass themselves by a long code of requirements
and prohibitions. Somno go so far as to write out a systemi of laws
and, annexing tu each the penalty for its infringoment, post them
up in a conspicuous place in the school-roon. Others content
themselves with a 'erbal announcemtent of thein, and rely upon the
memtories of the pupils to retain the details of them and te govera
thiemielves accordingly. This, it seins to me, is a great mistake.
The nultiplicity of specific rules for the govornmuent of a school,
will naturally lead to a nultiplicity of offences. Children will be
confused by the varying and sonetimes conflicting demanda of a
formidable code of regulations, and in ondcavoring to avoid Scylla
.:ill be likcly te fall into Charybdis. It is believed by some honest
statesen that " the world bas been governed too much "; and it
is Often allegeu in support of this belief, that successful comipliance
with the laws requires far more wisdomu than vas displayed in nak-
ing them ; that is, the science of obedience is far more abtruse than
the science of legisl«ition! Whether this bo true in the civil world or
not, I shall not attenpt to decide ; I will only s.îy that such lias
too often been the fact in the school-roon.

It is, in my opinion, the part of wisdon, and I think also the
teaching of exporience, that it is best to make but few rules. Tho
great'rule of duty, quoted once before, "Do unto others as you
would that they should do to you," comprises quite enough to b-
gin with. The direction-Do nronT, is a very comprehensive one.
There is in childrenî an ability to distinguish between riglit and
wrong, upon which the teacher may ever rely ; and by insisting
upon this as the standard, he daiily brings into exorcise the con-
science o! the child, who is called upon to decide, is this right?
Besides, if a school is to b governed by a code of laws, the pupils
will act upon the principle that whaterer is not prescribed is admissi-
ble. Consequently, without inquiring whether an act is right, their
only inquiry will bc, is it forbidden? Now, no teacher was ever
yet su wie as to make lavs for overy case ; the consequence is, lie is

* Sec Chap. xi. of this work.


