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tirst and socond class teachers commence on the ninth of the same
month. Tho examinativn for third class teachers begins on the
sixtoenth. Oun the subjects common to the two programues tho
papers for second class and intermediate will be the same, but a
higlier percentage of marks will be required for the former than
for tho Intter. An option will be allowed between the English
Literature paper for the intermediate and the Botany and Physi-
ology naper for second class.

The Minister of Education has decided, in cennection with a case
of suspension appealed to him, that the childron of Roman Catholic
parents have a right to remain in the School-rvom during the open-
ing and closing roligious services though they refuse to conform to
the rule respecting posture. In other words, they may remain
seated when the rest of the pupils are called upon to stand during
the time for devotional excreises.

In order to put a stcp t~ the irritation arising from the difficulty
of ascertaining who are Public School supporters and who aro sup-
porters of Separate Schools, the new School Act makes it the duty
of each Mumicipal Council to cause the Assessor and Collector to
distinguish them by different columns on their rolls. Iiiithis way
Municipal Councils will hereafter have to collect Separate as well
as Public School taxes, provided the Separate School trustees elect
to avail themsolves of the new law rather than of the provisious of
the Separate School Act, and noatify the Clerk of the municipality
to that effect.

The Minister of ¥ducation, while pressing upon trustecs the
necessity of eaforcing the compulsory clauses of the School Act,
adds that “More may be done by personal visits of trustees, by
argument and persuasion, than by actual resort to legal proceed-
ings, but these are imperative under the Act when a milder course
proves useless.” In cases of continued neglect on the part of
parents the trustees should require no urging to sot the law in
motion for the sake of the public as well as of the children.

It isnot an uncommon practice for school boards to impose a
small weekly or monthly fee on pupils to pay for the use of books
and stationery supplied by the trustees. A fec of ten cents per
month having been imposed for this purpose in Brantford, one
ratepayer objected and appealed to the Minister of Education,
who hes deeided that schoaol boards have by law the power to
impose such a fee ; that when it is imposed each pupil must pay
it whether ho uses the booksthus. .provided or nat ; that thefee
can be collected in advance ; and that the trustees have a legal
right to exclude from school until the fees is paid any pupil refus-
ing to pay it. ‘

The following provisions of the law are very often neglected.
They are important and should be enforced. Non-compliance with
them is punishable,grith fino : A copy of the minutes of every
meeting (annual or special) signed by the Secretary and chairman
must be sent to the Inspector of Schools.  Clerks of Townships are
also required to inform the Inspector of all busipess done by
their respective councils, which has any reference to School
Sections or Schools. They are in addition required to prepare a
map of their respective Townships, showing the boundaries of all
the School Sections. This must be posted up in the office of the
Clerk, and acopy of it sent to the County Council.—Journal of
Education.

Alma College, St. Thomas, has entered on a now und, its friends
hope, suocessiol career.  Although incorporated nnder the auspices
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, it 1s intended to be thrown
opor to young ladics of all denominations who desire a liberal
training. If the Home Journal speaks by the card, the fonnders of
the institution can hardly be accused of aiming too ldiw. We are
told that ¢ the first and immediato object of Alma College will be
to provide for the young ladies who 1oay becomo students within
its walls as liberal an education as University College, Toronto,
now provides for the young men of the Dominion. This first object
~—this feature of primary importance—once made a thorongh sue-
cers, the Senate or Board of Management can take up the question
of adding thercto 2 Boys' College.” Tt will prbbag]y be .a long
time before this rosc-coloured picturs becomes an accomplished
fact, but none the Iess on that socount do we commend the people
of St. Thomas and tho Conferenco of the M. E. Church for their
enterprise and praisworthy ambition. There are few places in the
Province as well adapted for becoming the seat of a sutcessfal
college aa the rising town of Si. Thomas. .

From the annual woport of Mr. Plalt, P.S. juspector, to the
County Couucil of Prince Edwsrd, we léarn that the total expandi.
tuve for school purposes during last year was £34,830. Of this
sum 324,608 went in payment of teachers’ salaries, the average

salury for male teachers being 8375, and for females $245. The
total number of teachors employed was 85, and amongst these
there ware 28 changes during the year. In some localities nearly
all the schools changed teachers, and only 21 of the teachers, less
than one fourth, had held the samne situations for more than one
year. The schools were kept open a fair average period and the
attendance, though by no mneans good, was not guite so bad as it
has been in many other counties. The average was 45 per cent.
of the ageregate, a slight improvement on 1875. The inspector
cotuplains in strong terms of irregularity in the attendance, which
he affirms to be the greatest evil against which schaols have to con-
tend, and attributes it to the indifforence of parents, lack of em-
thusiasm and skill on the part of the teacher, and ueglect of duty
on the part of trustees, wﬁo in many instances neither look after
the school premises nor do anything in the way of enforcing the
compulsory clauses of the School Act. In connection with this
latter charge it is worthy of note that 239 children between 7 and
12 attended school less than four months. Two school houses
were burnt during the year, three erected and seven ropaired.
Eleven sites were enlarged, and many others improved. Only 16
libraries are reported but nearly all the schools are snpplied with
tnaps, globes and clocks.

nﬁ scheolboys were animated with the spirit of the boy who
penned the following letter to the London Free Press there would
be little reason to complain of the want of shade trees aronnd

school grounds :—
(To Myr. Free Press.)

Desr Sir,—I am alittle boy who now goes to Talbot-street
School, but I hope soon to be raised to the Union School ; and, as
I sce by the papers, different suggestions to beautify the grounds
by planting trees on the outside, and where they may be reguired
on that beautiful site, but there seems to be a delay which no per-
son can properly explain. Almost every littlo boy aud girl that
goes to school has a money-bex to save what little presents they
may get. If only one-third of the scholars who go, not only to the
Union but to the Ward Schools, would purchase a single tree, and
present them to the Trustees or Board of Works, I think they
would have them planted. ¥ am sure, if such a'plan wonld be
adopted, there would not only be sufficient for the school grounds,
but enongh to plarit all necessary for Victoria Park. [ feel satis-
fied any trees presentod to the Park Committec they wonld gladly
have them placed in proper position. And to show how caruest 1
am in the matter, if the Trastees will accept from me and my little
sister, purchased from my money-box, four horse chestnut, or
other sunitable trees, to be planted on the north, south, cast and
west corners, X shall let them have them in an hour's notice. If
each boy and girl would look after his own tree, or that presented,
how pleasant it would feel in a few shorl years to obsorve how
much good the litile ho had done to ombellish what now almost is
oply irvname the Forest Cityﬁos sl
) pectfully yours,

ALBERT SMiTH. .

London, April 24, 1877. 446 Richmond-st.

_ The Hamilton Times gives tho following acconnt of tho recent
inspection of the Collegiste Institute in that city. The inspection
was by Dr. McLellan and occupied nearly three days :—“ He gave
most attention to the higher classes in classics, mnathematics, and
modern Ianguage ; he also spent some time with a class practicing
chemistry. In his remarks at the conclusion of the oxamination,
he characterized the work done, the organizstion and the genesal
arrangements of the schnul as vory” satisfactory. The present
c.urse of study presented for high schools and collegiate institutes,
with the regulatious affecting.tho entrance and intermediate ex-
aminations, seemed to press hard onsome schools; and many of
them in consequenco of this are now asking for but one intermedi-
ate oxawination in the year ; but he observed no unusual strain
here, and he was sure that this . achool would still keep the fore-
most place at these examinations. He thea referred in a very
humorous way to the kind of iustruction formerly given in arth-
‘meticin the Canadian zchools, and compared it with the intelligent
manner in which teachers now presented the subject to their pupils.
He considercd the.mathematics of the school exceptionally good ;
he was also pleasced to seo the superior way in which classics were
taught, and the French prose composition he.considered very well
done. From tho practical way. in which the eeicnces were taoght
he was-xure this department would not be meglocted. A very
noticesble feature of tho Institute, hs observed,.was the spirit of
carnestness which seemed o pervade the whole school, and. this
clement entered as a very important. factor, into the sunccessful



