The Relations of History and Geography.

people of - particular country have
an immense deal to do with the de-
gree of civilization which the popula-
tion attains, and the capacity of the
territory to become the home of immi-
grants from other regions. I may,
perhaps, tell you of a remark I once
heard on the subject from the most
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illustrious patriarch of modern science. .

The last time I saw Mr
shortly before his death, but when he
was apparently in good health, the
conversation happened to turn on the
parts of the earth which still remain

Darwin, !
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available for occupation by civilized
man; and it was remarked that as

North America was now nearly filled
up, it was not to be expected that
there would be in any other region an
equally great development of civilized
nations, since such comparatively
thinly peopled regions as exist in
Central Africa and South America
suffer from the prevalence of malarial
fever and other maladies incident to
hot and moist climates. Mr. Darwin
observed that this might depend on
the progress of medical science, that
it was quite possible discoveries might
be made in medical science which
would render tropical countries less
dangerous to the white races, referring
to the researches of M. Pasteur, and
the probability that that line of medi-
cal research mighc be worked out
much further by discovering methods
of inoculation which would pre-
serve the human body against the
attacks of intermittent fevers. Any
one can see how important a factor in
the future of the human race is the
cdrcumstance that nearlyall theregions
which can be inhabited by civilized
European man, with our present know-
ledge of medicine, are fast being occu-
pied, and that some further discovery
, inmedical science or change ir modes
i of life will be necessary if the Bqua-
| toriz] regions are to become available
for European immigration.
We may, I think, put into the third
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class of influences of environment
the products which a country offers to
human industry. There are its miner-
al products, which become valuable
by mining, or digging for sulphur and
gypsum, or quarrying building-stone.
It is worth observing that you may
classify countries and parts of coun-
tries according as they are stone-
building or brick-building regions, and
you will be surprised to find the differ-
ence in architecture between the two.
If you travel across Italy from east to
west, for instance, you constantly get
out of brick and into stone regions as
you eater the mountains, and you
find the character of the cities alters
immediately. In civilized States, the
products of a country obtain their
chief importance as determining the
extent and nature of its commerce.
But io primitive times they affect the
type of the race itself through the
primary necessaries of life, such as
food, clothing, fuel. A race, however
naturally vigorous, which finds itself
in a country where the severity of the
climate or sterility of the soil limits
production, will find its progress in
the arts and refinements of life fatally
restricted.  This has happened in
Iceland, where the race is of admir-
able quality, but the country produces
nothing save a few sheep and horses,
and some sulphur; it has not even
fuel, except such driftwood as is cast
on the shores. And if you take such
a part of the world as Central and
Northern Asia, you will see that the
highest European races would, if
placed there, find it almost impossible
to develop a high type of civilization
for want as well of fuel as of the sources
of commercial wealth. The same
considerations apply to the animals
the country produces. The animals
affect man in his early state, in respect
to the enemies he has to face, in re-
spect to his power of living by the
chase, in respect to the clothing which
their furs and skins offer to him, and



