Lducation and Co-LEducation.

should bhe, in add:uon, artxﬁcually
handicapped by unwise restrictions,
by the foolish customs and opinions
of a half or quarter cducated socicty?

It being granted, then, that the best
cducation is needed by women, the
next question is, where are they to get
it?  Well, it is not at all likely that
the great co]lcgcs and universitics that
have been built, cquipped, and en-
dowed in the coursc of centuries by
pious founders and wise States, and
that have hitherto been used by young
men, can be duplicated at once. That
is out of the question. Even if duph-
cates were provided, such institutions
would have as a rule empty benches
for many a day. We may be quitc
sure that we shall have no “ugly rush ”
of ladies sceking higher education.
Hence the so-called “Ladies Colleges,”
that are to be found in various parts
of the country, must accommodaté
themselves to the average condition of
female education, and can afford to
supply only those branches and “ac-
complishments ”* that the majority de-
mand. Such adventure institutions,
unendowed and possibly aiming at
annual dividends, cannot possibly give
such an education as the old recog-
nised institutions. We are thus driven
to ask, why should not ladies, in
search of a sound education, seek a
regular college and university train-
ing?

Why not? It has been said or hint-
ed that grave evils would result from
allowing young men and young women
to attend the same college. There is
no evidence to this effect. The evi-
dence that we have s all the other way.
Surely by this time we have got far
ahead of the gross idea that woman’s
virtue depends not on herself, her
modesty, self-respect, and principle,
but on thick veils, padlocks and
duennas. It is best to imitate nature,
and nature by sending boys and girls
to the same family has ordained that
they should grow up together in mu-
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tual honour and helpfulness. As a
rule, boys arc best when they have
sisters, and girls are best when they
have brothers. The two sexes now
attend the same Common Schools,
High Schools, Collegiate Institutes,
and Normal Schools, and no one
dreams _of therc being anything im-
proper in their so doing. And, who
would not rather trust them whea they
have attained the age of mutual self-
respect, than in the years immediately
preceding? - Of course certain practi-
cal regulations would be needed, and
these could easily be made; such as,
not allowing both sexes to board in the
same house, and, in colleges where
residence is cnjomccl having a separ-
ate hall with a lady atits head; sitting
ondifferent benches in theclass. ~rooms;
perhaps entering or leaving by differ-
ent doors ; though, in my opinion, the
fewer the reguhttons the better. The
cssential idea of college life is that
students have attained to years of un-
derstanding, and that they are to be
trusted. Professors who cannot man-
age students on this principle have
mistaken their vocation. And students
who are strangers to it should betaken
or sent home as soon as possible. So
far as there is evidence on the subject,
it is to the effect that the influence on
young men of the presence of female
students is good and ouly good, and
vice versa.

It is asked sometimes, with the
alarm begotten of profoundest ignor-
ance, are the subjects of a regular col-
lege course suited to la-lies? A simple
enumeration of these is sufficient to
dispel the alarm. Take the old or any
proposed new curriculum, and what
subject in it is in any way objection-
able? Language, literature, mental
philosophy, mathematics, physical
science, natural history, at which does
male or female modesty or incapacity
take alarm! Besides, all these sub-
jectz need not be taken by every stu-
dent. Every college now allows a



