6 THE BATTLE OF YORK

ants, each spot will itself become to us a memorial
and the whole shore an historic monument.

With the short space at our disposal this will
only be a resume of a longer publication to follow
at a later date. ‘

On the 13th of October, 1812, the Rattle of
Queenston Heights had been fought; General Sir
Roger Sheaffe had succeeded to the command of the
British Forces and on that eventful day had pressed
torward his reserves and completed the victory. At
the conclusion of the day an armistice for three
days, asked for by the Americans, had been assented
to, and while the body of Brock was being laid to
rest in the bastion of Old Fort George, the Ameri-
cans fired minute guns in token of respect to their
victorious foe. Thereafter their forces on the east
bank and the British on the west bank of the Niagara
River watched one another without enjoying hostili-
ties. The campaign of that year bad closed with an
unbroken series of British victories.

The Americans at the outset had considered, and
Jefferson had written in August, 1812, that the
acquisition of Canada would be but ¢ a mere matter
of marching ”’ giving “ an experience for the attack
of the next year and the final expulsion of England
from the American continent.” With such enor-
mous preponderance in population and in arma-
ment this estimate was what might have been
expected, but they did not reckon on the loyal and
dogged valour of the Canadians in defence of their
homes and liberties—a valour which still exists to-
day.



