
which they would bo uiiiible to carry on Ihe war.
has fully proved the fallacy of those ideas.

Experience

NCMBEE ANU POSITION OF FORCES ON THE NIAGARA AND DETROIT

It will be necessary here to take a summary view of the situation

of this country, number of troops, and means of defence. Here-
tofore, we had merely the name of being taxed, consequently,

there was very little money in the treasury; to remedy which, a
few moneyed men formed themselves into a committee under the

sanction of Government, called the British Niagara Association,

and issued piper money for prompt payment of the troops, and for

other purposes. The number of regular troops in the upper country
consisted of part of the 49th. and 'Ust. regiments, and a few artil-

lerists, in all, less than one thousiind men, which garrisoned York,
Ft. George, Chippewa, Fort Erie, Amherstburgh, Sandwich, and St,

Josephs, covering an extent of nearly fifteen hundred miles. The
Militia of the country were intolerable order, one-third of each
regiment was formed into two flank companies, who volunteered
their services; of course, they were composed of the most active

and zealous young men in the country. There were likewise a
company of Militia Artillery, R. A. Drivers, and a troop of Cav-
alry, in the Niagara District, in all, something short of a thousand
men; which, with the Indians, were all the hopes of the country
at this alarming crisis. The most sanguine friends expected to

see us overwhelmed by the enemy in a very short time, and this

idea was industriously infused by every lukewarm individual, and
it was our misfortune to have a few of them, although perhaps
not more than any other country. The loyalists exerted them-
selves with a vigor and zeal that will ever be gratefully remems
bered; the happy effects of which, together with the wise admin-
istration ofour Commander, were soon perceived. There appeared
a perfect unity of all parties: the only feeling was a fixed deter-

mination of defending the country to the last extremity.

Brigadier General Brock made a most judicious choice of his

staff. Capt. Glegg, of the 4:9th. regiment, was his military, and
Lieut. Col. Nichol and McDonald were his Provincial Aid-de
Camps; "William Clausd, Esq. was appointed Colonel of Militia;

Major Thomas Merritt of Militia Dragoons, of which there were to

have been a squadron in the Niagara District, a part of Capt.
Button's troop at York was to act under his command—only one
troop, however, was allowed, owing to the jealousy of the Com-
manders of Militia regiments, who were losing their best men,


