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ake some

astounding revelations, "that their land was too

small to hold them, and so they came away. I told

them that that was wise ; that Cree Indians would

have done the same. But then came the puzzle, for

they told me that there were vast tracts of land

where they lived with plenty of lakes, rivers, and

mountains, in which there was nobody—only fish

and birds and deer. Then I said. You told me that

your land was too small to hold you ; why did you

not go and live on these mountains, and fish and

shoot and be happy ? To this they answered that

those fine lands were claimed by a few great chiefs,

who kept them for their own shooting and fishing,

and drove out all the braves with their wives and

families and little ones to crowd upon the shores of

the great salt-water lake, and live there on a few

fish and shells—for even there the great chiefs

would not allow them to have all the fishing, but

kept the best of it for themselves ! Or, if they did

not like that, the poor braves were told to go and

live in what they called cities—where there are

thousands of wigwams crowded together, and even

piled on the top of each other,—but I think the

Palefaces were telling lies when tliey said that

—

Waugh !

"

Again there were many " Waiighie " responses,

mingled with numerous " Ho's ! " of astonishment,

and a few other sounds that seemed to indicate

disbelief in Okematan's veracity.


