
CUSTOMS AND AkTStY 7THE KWAKIOOL.

CUSTOMS AND ARTS OF THE KWAKIOOL.*

Br GEORGE M. DAWSON, D. S. 1 F. G. S.

URING the summer of 1885, the writer was engaged in the

geological examination of the northern part of Vancouver

Island and its vicinity, the territory of the Kwakiool people. In

connection with the prosecution of his work, he was in constant

and intimate association with this people, and enjoyed many ex-

cellent opportunities of obtaining facts respecting them, of hear-

ing their traditions and stories, and of becoming familiar with

their mode of life and habits of thought. The notes, made at the

time, are here presénted in a systematized form. As thus set

down in order, they are intended to be merely a record of facts

and observations, and are offered as a contribution toward our

knowledge of the Indians of the west coast.' Notwithstanding

diversity of language and dialect, these coast people form a single

group in respect to arts, and to a less extent in regard to customs

and traditions. The useful arts and modes of construction have

* Abridged from a paper entitled "Notes and Observations on the Kwakiool People of

Vancouver Island," presented to the Royal Society of Canada, May 25, 1887.
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