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’ /  laid bare in this book, which have for their object the
/ obstruction of the Scott Act in the counties where it
/  has been or may be carried, thus if possible to brir{,:
,/ it into such contempt among the unthoughtful, who
/ will not examine back of the effect for the cause, as
- " to finally secure its repeal. Of one thing we may be
' certain, if an unscrupulous use of money and the re- -
/ sorting to “ ways that are dark ” will accomplish their
- purpose, these conspirators will not fail of success.

It has been my ai;n in this book to help educate
public sentiment, so that if the same tactics are resorted
to as were in the places where the Dunkin Act was in
force, Ihy readers will not aid the violators of the law
by joining in the senseless cry, “the Scott Act is a
failure,” but that they will, to the extent of- their
ability, assist those who are determimed that it, like
every law which has been placed on our statute books
for the protection. of the subject, must and shall be
respected, and that the violators of its enactments
shall be brought to summary and condign punishment ;
for except it is backed by public sentiment it, though
much ‘superior to the Dunkin Act, will fail just as

_signally. )
- - In regard to the principal characters who appear -
i in these pages, they are not mere creations of my
: - imagination ; for Richard and Ruth Ashton were real
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