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THE NEW MINISTER.

George Washington Beebe, the new
Provincial ~Secretary, 6 a prosperous
rancher from Agassiz. He is a gentle-
man of repute. He is also somewhat
deaf, mot so much so as Smith Curtls,
his colleague, but still rather more so
than is exactly convenient. : However, if
we know anything about Mr. Martin, a
little deafness more or less on the part
of his cabinet will cut very little figure.
So long as he hears there is no necessity
for ‘any of the rest of them to do BS0.
‘We understand that this is Mr. Beebe's
Grst ‘entrance into public life. His neigh-
bors have never called upon him to leave
his plow in the field, like Cincinnatus,
and proceed to the capital to save the
.country. It has remained for Mr. Mar-
tin with his eagle eye for “mute inglor-
jous Miltons” to . discover in him the
qualities for which British Columbia is
languishing at the present time. We
understand that those who know M.
Beebe well entertain a.very high opinion
-of him, and as one Wko is familiar with
the requirements of agri he ought
to be able to do the 00d ser-
vice.  We trust his tenure of {

‘be short, sweet and satisfactory.,

tetteren#&«hwblﬁe, but ' the change
would doubtless have taken place grad-
ually and as counditions  warranted it.
It"would have been adjusted between
the mine owners and the mimers with-
out _friction, the secondary question of
wages being dealt with at the same
time. The almost universal rule is that
employers and employed reach what
may be called a modus vivendi if left to
the exercise of freedom of action.

The condition ‘of miners in Kootenay
was on the whole satisfactory. Wages
weré good, as is shown by the fact that
there had been no wages strikes. The
hours of work ‘were satisfactory, as was
shown by the fact that there had been
no strikes for shorter hours. The mine
owners recognized that'it was desirable
to have good men, aad they paid a good
wage to English-speaking miners, and
in addition provided them with many
conveniences, which otherwise their
employees would have had to do with=
out, or could only have procured at con-
siderable expense. We think it can
fairly be claimed for the Kootenay mine
owners that they wished to .surround
themselves with a good class of law-
‘gbiding quli_:g;:)eaking men, and for
that purpose were willing to pay them
well, ‘them as comfortably

behalf of the miners, we think it can

Mr. Beebe's selection for'a cabinet of- _be fairly claimed that they appreciated

‘fice furnishes new evidence of how com-
pletely alone Mr. Martin stands in the
province so far as those persons’ who
‘have hitherto had the ear of the public
are concerned. He is about to try a
somewhat remarkable experiment. Him-
self only a resident of the province for
jese than three years, rejected by the
political party with which he first as-
sociated himself and unable to make an
alliance with their opponents, he is at-
tempting to administer the affairs of the
country with a cabinet composed of: gen-
tlemén none of whom, besides himself,
has ever had even the slightest experi-
ence in public life or been chosen by his
fellow citizens for any representative
position, with the single exception of Mr.
Yates, who is serving his first year as an
alderman in Victoria. And with such a
cabinet Mr. Martin proposes to appeal 0
the people of British Columbia upon a
platform which is almost revolutignary
in its nature. Whether this argues the
courage of conviction or of desperation
each person must judge for himself. It
. is an open secret that he did not go out
into ‘the streets and highygye-tor col-
leagues wuntil he had ascertsired that
there was liftle nse for him to look else-
where. st } %
Phat Mr. Martin cannot carry the
province with his platform and colleagues
_seems to be taken for granted by every
cne who, is oppesed to him. But we are
going o ‘spenk a word of warning, and
" say that there is no telling what he may
be able to do if divided counsels prevail
among his opponents. - There. ought to be
an immediate union’ of all those who de-
o see the defeat of Mr. Martin and
i atf 2 T R i o
P L e g
- SUGGESTED CONSTITUTIONAL
e REMONSTRANCE.
In another column reference is made ta
the feeling in this city in regard to the
course taken by the Lieutenant-Governor
in calling Mr. Martin to the premiership
and in retaining him there with an in-
complete- cabinet, composed of men chos-
en outside of the legislature. Only a very
little effort is necessary to excite this
feeling to something like fever heat. We
should be sorry to advise anything like
impetuous action, but believe the people
owe it to themselves to make some de-
monstration of their sentiments. In any
of the Bastern provinces events sigﬁ!&r
to those which have occurred here would
haye led to indignant public meetings in
all the larger centres of population.
We believe a conatitutional remon-
strance ought to be addressed to the Lieu-
tenant-Governor in a respectful manner
and in respectful, though decided, terms,
setting out wherein His Honor has vio~
Jated what the remonstrants regard as
constitutional nsage.  Reference ‘might
also be properly made therein to the in-
jury done to the business of thé country
' by His Honor's action. ‘What the im-
mediate effect of this would be we do
pot knmow, but it is always well for the
people to protest against unconstitutional
government.
* As to who ought to lead in a matter of
this kind, there may be some difference
of opinion, ;: There is always a danger
that any one who takes the initiative in
a public matter will be attacked on the
ground that he seeks his own advance-
ment.  This is, however, only 2 small
matter and ought to prevent no one from
doing what he feels to be his duty.
5 P, S

THE EIGHT HOUR LA“:.

(From Friday's Daily Colonist.)
Discussing in detail the several mat-
' ters mentioned in the Colonist of yester-
< ‘day as forming a platform upon which
the people of ‘the province can be ste-
cessfully < appealed to, we will take up
Girst the eight-hour law. There is yvery
fittle to be said in regard to any change
in this measure except that it either
ought to be. repealed or. the penalty
clause should be stricken out.
.The - Colonist has so frequently ex-
‘presed itself .in favor 4t an eight-hour
day as a standard by which all - hiring
shall be regulated, that we need not
elaborate the point here. Whether or
not it is necessary to have any legisla-
tion on that point is a matter of opin-
jon. As a rule most of the trades are
able to secure arrangements as to hours
by mutunal agreement between employers
and employed. : The eight-hour system
“prevails, 'we understand, in all the coal
nines ‘in the province. It did mot pre-
" yaid in- the metalliferous mines. That it

| before the session of 1899.

the largely experimental character of
much that is being done in XKootenay,
that they were satisfied with their pay,
hours of labor and conveniences, and
gave good value for their wages. Doubt-
.Jess there may have been exceptions in
both cases: but we think it can be stat-
ed without fear of succeisful contradic-
tion that there could not be found any-
where in the world a more contented
lot of miners than were in Kootenay be-
fore the session of 1899, or any class of:
employees anywhere who- were on bet-
ter terms with their employers.

Upon a community thus favorably
sitnated and confident with good reason
of further investments of capital, which
.of mecessity implied the employment of
much additional labor, there fell the
blight of foreign agitation in the shape
of a demand for a limitation under pen-
 alty of the hours of labor in the mines.
'The miners had not asked for it. Very
few people knew that anything of the
kind was proposed. There was not the
slightest effort made by any one to find
if the conditions of mining were such
that an arbitrary measure of this kind
could be ‘applied with safety to it. There
is no need to relate the history of the
operation of the law, or tell how it be-
came distorted from an alleged protec-
tion to the health and comfort of min-
ers to a means for securing ten hours’
pay for eight hours’ work.  Nor is it
necessary to repeat the tale of the in-
jury done, thereby fo the whole mining
industry, the stoppage of investments,
the discharge of hundreds of workmen
and the paralyzing effect upon trade.
| This  is b‘“a only too familiar to every
¥ one. . e : :
What the Colonist desires is to see a
return to the conditions which existed
‘ If it is
thought ~desirable that the legislature
shall declare eight hours to be the
standard day in metalliferous mining,
we do not know that any objection
would be raised to it; but on this point
the opinions of those directly interested,
whether -as  employers  or employed,

ought to be ascertained. But as to the
propriety of allowiig a law to stand
‘upon the statute book declaring that no
- man shall hire to work for more than
eight thours in a metalliferous mine, or
tliat no man shall employ any one for a
longer period in such a mine under &
heavy penalty, is to our view of the case
utterly without justification. The regu-
lation of hours and wages is a matter
which must be left to those immediately
concerned to settle for themselves, un-
less safety to.life or health otherwise
demands. ~ The propriety of establish-
ing eight-hour shifts, under normal con-
ditions, is purely a business matter to
be determined by the circumstances of
each case, and can be safely left to
those who have to do the work and
those who have to pay the wage. For
the legislature to lay down any hard
and fast rule must, s the condition of
mining in this province, infallibly work
mischief. 'We put the matter to each
ix_xdividual reader thus: Will you under-
take to say that it is wrong for a miner
to work for more than eight hours in a
metalliferous mine? Will not your an-
swer be in ninety-nine cases out of a hun-
dred that you do- mnot know enough
about it to form an intelligent opinion?
"Phis being so, why should you under-
take to legislate on the subject. Why

| not leave it for the mine owners -and

miners. to settle among themselves? We
admit that it is the duty of a govern
ment to.inquire into questions of this
nature, and that if the people have con-
fidence, in - the government they may
properly leave ' the - decision  to them.
-But no such inquiry was .ever made in
this case. The law was placed upon the
statute book in as nearly a surreptitious
manner a8 is possible, and experience
has shown that it is paralyzing busi-
ness. We submit, therefore, that the
law ought to be promptly repealed, or
at least the penalty. clausg¢ should be
taken out of it, leaving miners to con-
tract to work for as many hours as
they wish. What position in regard to
the regulation of hours of labor may be
found necessary by and bye ought to be
dismissed from consideration. There
never may be the least necessity for the
legislature to interfere, any more than
thre was for it to interfere to secure the
printers or painters, or carpenters a fix-

. ed rule as to hours. #Our theory of gov-
“ermmnent is to let the . people alone . as
muteh as. posible and  trust,.them to es-

e might after a time have come in force

tablish such - industrial = conditions " as

there if thers had boen mo legisative fn-|

‘We ‘find jin the San Francisco Call a
translation of one of the most interesting
diplomatic papers in existence, being the
secret treaty of Verona, which created
“the” Holy Allignte,” and led to the pro-|
mulgation of what is known as the Mon-
roe Doctrine. - We give the translation in
full, as it throws light upon a question
that is much discussed on almost every
occasion when the relations between the
United States and ourselves are up_for
consideration:

The undersigned, epecially authorized
to make additions ‘to the treaty of the
Holy Allianee, after  having exehanged
their respective credentials, have agreed
as follows:

Article I. The high contracting parties
being convinced that the system of Te-
presentative government is ‘equally as in-
compatible with monarchical principles as
the maxims of the sovereignty of the peo:
ple with the divine right, engage mutual-
ly in the most solemn manner to use all
their efforts to put an eund to the system
of representative government in what-
ever country it may exist in Europe and
to prevent its being introduced into those
countries where it is not yet known.

Article II. As it cannot be doubted
that the liberty of the press is the most
powerful means used by ‘the pretended
supporters of the rights of nations to the
detriment of those of princes, the high
contracting parties promise - reciprocally

io t all v measures to suppress
: ﬁf#’ -ﬁ?&"ﬂq&mﬁimam

in all the rest of Europe.

Article 111, Convineced that the prin-
ciples of religion contribute most power-
fully to keep nations in the state of pas-
sive obedience which they owe to their
princes, the high -contracting parties de-
clare it to be their intention to sustain in
their respective States those measures
which the clergy may adopt, with the
aim of ameliorating their own interests,
S0 intimately connected with the preser-
vation of the authority of princes; and
the contracting powers join in offering
their thanks to the Pope for what he
has already done for them, and solicit
his “constant co-operation in their views
of submitting the nations.

Artigle TV. The sitoation of Spain and

Por 1 ' unites, unhappily, all the' ecir-
cumstances to which this treaty has par-
ticularly reference. The high contracting
parties, in confiding to Trance the care
of putting ap end to them, engage to
assist her in the manner which may the
least eompromit -them with their own
people and the people of France by means
of a subsidv on the part of the two em-
pires of twenty millions of francs every
year from the date of the signature of
the treaty to the end of the war.
Article V. In order to establish in the
peninsula the order ‘of things which ex-
isted before the revolution of Cadiz and
to insure the entire execution of the pre-
sent treaty the high contracting parties
give to each other the reciprocal assur-
ance that as long as their views: are not
fulfilled, rejecting all vther ideas of util-
ity or other measures to be takem. they
will address themselves with the short-
est possible delay to all the authorities
existing in their States, and all their
agents in- foreign countries, with a view
to eatablish connections tending toward
the a plishment of this treaty.

Artiele VI, This treaty shall be re-
newed, with such changes as new circum-
stances may give occasion for, ‘either at
a mew congress or at the court of one of
the contracting parties as soon as the war
with Spain shall be terminated.

Article VIL. The present treaty shall
be ratified and the ratifications exchang-
ed at Paris within - the  space of six
months. . ; :

“ Made at Verona, 22 November, 1822.
(Signed). :

For Austria, METTERNICH.
For France. CHATEAUBRIAND.
For Prussia, BERRISTET,

For Russia, NESSELRODE.

It will ‘be obsérved that Great Britain
was nmot a party to this treaty and in-
deed in the very nature of things she
could not be. What rendered the agree-
ment of special interest to the United
States was the fact that, Spain’s’colon-
ies had only a short time before thrown
off the Tule of the parent state and their
independence had been recognized by
Great Britain and the United States. In
¢ q! e republican institutions had
been selL up over a large area, and the
parties to the treaty of Verona feared
that the example would be contagious and
that beginning in Spain, the republican
‘movement would spread over the com-
tinent, Therefore, they decided to assist
Spain to regain her colonies. Mr. Can-
ning, then premier of the United King-
dom, learned of this treaty and the in-
tention of the signatory powers and noti-
fied Mr. Monroe, who at that time was
President of the United States. At first
Monroe hesitated about acting, but urged
by Canning, who promised the material
supportgof Great Britain, he declared in
a messagé to congress that while not in-
terfering in any manner with the pos-
sessions of European puwers in America,
the United States would regard as “an
unfriendly act” any interference on' the
part of such powers with the independence
of the republics,’ As this meant that any
attempt to reconquer the Spanish colonies
would:lead to a war with ‘Great Britain
and the United States, the powers
abandoned their scheme. In brief the
Monroe -doctrine only. means that the
United States will resist any attempt by
European. powers to acquire territory in
America without the consent of the peo-
ple of such territory. In more Tetent
years an attempt has been made to extend
this doctrine so as to constitute the Unit-

4ed States a sort of guardian of the Cen-~:

tral and Sonth American republics, but
the idea has not been endorsed by those
nations. Mr. Blaine’s Pan-American-con-
gress was a futile effort to crystallize this
conception of the Monroe doctrine “into
an international dgreement, :

————————————————
A LARGE PROJECT,

(From Saturday’s Dally Colonist.)

It was explained at the board of trade
yesterday :that capitalists abundantly
able to carry out what they undertake
are considering the proposed railway to
the north end of Vancouver Island in
connection with a large transportation
scheme.  The plan which they have be-
fore them contemplates the construction
of the proposed railway, the acquisition
‘of the E. & N, the establishment of a
ferry, connection with the provincial
Maialand so as to, connect with the Cana- |

circumstances render desirable.

dian Pacific as well as the United States

ronds,” the*eatablishment of ferry  cop-
nection with Port Ang ‘and the con-

-struction, if necessary, of the Port An:

geles ‘Eastern ‘railway. The gentiemen
associated ‘with thé project are abund-
antly able to furnish themselves all the
meeded capital. They are awaiting the
action’ of - the Dominion ‘government in
the matter of the subsidy before ap-
proaching -Mr. Dunsmuir with a definite
proposal to acquire the B. & N. railway,
and they hope to be able to associate
themselves with him in the construction
of the line on the Island, and to interest
him in the whole enterprise. If this pro-
ject 'is earried out it/will mean the es-
tablishment of-one of the greatest trans-
portation companies on the Pacific Coast,
and in view of the enormous business to
be developed in the ‘Yukon, Alaska,
Northern British Columbia and. Vancou-
ver Island, it is safe to say that the en-
terprise if rightly handled ought to be
highly profitable.

e

VICTORIA AS A PORT.

The following summary of the tonnage

entering and clearing from the ports nam-

ed has been handed the Colonist by a sub-
scriber, It will be read with great in-

terest at this time. .

Trade and Navigation Returns, year end-
ing June 30, 1899. Summary of sea-
going vessels entered and cleared dur-
ing fiseal year: :

In. Out,
Vessels. Tons. Vessels.. Tons.

fontreal .. 478 1,162,012 541 1,226,857

Vietorla .. 1,071 907,645 1,005 804,297

Halifax ... 1,094 739,852 1,072 718,441

Quebec ... 812 674,278 269 3

St. John .. 1,332 601,983 1,289 480,239

COASTING TRADE—STEAM AND SAIL. |

In. Out,
Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons.
.. 7,288 2,479,088 7,266 2,463,328
. 1,612 494,807 1,601 498,765
. 4,199 447,689 3,845 470,983
Quebec 540 < 462,510 634 406,248
St. John .. 2,579 341,122 2,661 543,336
RECAPITULATION—TONNAGE ONLY.

fontreal
Vietoria
Halifax

Montreal
Victoria

St. John

In view of the position of Victoria as
the second port in the Dominion in point
of tonnage, is it not passing strange that
it is impossible to get even a bagatelle
of $10,000 spent by the government in
improving 'the harbor? Compare the
shipping business of Quebec with that
of Victoria and then compare the expen-
ditares on the two harbors, and you will
be likely to conclude that in making up
the estimates the government gives Que-
bec credit for Victoria’s tonnage and
vice versa’

Our cogrespondent did’ not compile’ the
tonnage of Vancouver, but he ‘mentioned
on handing in the statement that it is
somewhat less than that of Victoria, but
we have no quarrel with Vancouver on
the matter of expenditure.

e e
PROVINCIAL CONSERVATISM.

The ti:jigg"»aeemé to be.at hand when
the people -of British Columbia must di-
vide upoiw:lines- which are representa-
tive of distinet principles. For several
years there has been manifest in cer-
tain quarters a distinet tendency to-
wards what is known in the United
States as’' Populism or, as some would
describe i, Socialism. The opposition
during the sesions of the last legislature,
thut is from 1895 to 1898, exhibited this
in a marked degree and the = Colonist
frequently, ‘commented upon it. Since
the sessiont of 1898 the tendency has
been mmueh. more pronounced and it has
become & live issue with the adyent to
power of Mr. Martin and the promul-
gation of his platform.

In 1897 a platform was adopted by
the Provincial Liberal Association in
which the .following principle . was
enunciated as applicable to provincial
polities: P %

“The adoption of a policy directed to-
yards the ultimate ownership of rail-
ways by the government.

{1t 1898 the Provincial Conservative
Association adopted a platform which
among other things declared it’ to be
advisable:

“To adopt ‘the principle of government
ownership of railways in so far as the
cirecumstances of the province will ad-
mit.”

Mr. Joseph Martin in his platform de-
clares it to be his policy:

“To adopt a system of government
construction and operation of railways.”

It is not necessary to examine these
three platforms any further. They will
be seen to agree upon ‘one vital point,
a point which if endorsed by the people
of the province will be absolutely re-
volutionary and will be the entering
wedge of provineial socialism.

The Provineial Liberal Convention
was held before' the dismissal of the
Turner ministry and hence could make
no deliverance touching the action of the
Lieutenant-Governor in wunduly 'exercis-
ing the prerogative in‘ that instance, but
no  Liberal convention, provincial or
loeal, has ever condemned that act, The
‘Conservatives held a provincial conven-
tion in 1898, immediately after this ex-
traordinary exercise of.the prerogative
and did not condemn it. »They again met
in 1899, and although “the house - had’
met in the meantime and the dismissal
of the Turner ministry had been dis-
cussed there and had been brought up
in parliament, and notwithstanding the
very. material principle invelved in it
1o ‘reference whatever was made to it
As the logical result of this indifference,
Mr. Martin has been made premier and
continues in office in direct contraven-
tion of the recognized principles of Te-
sponsible government. It is very clear,
therefore, that neither. of the federal
parties in, this province can make any
claim to be the champion of this great
“safeguard of popular liberty.
‘Nayertheless  we,; Venture to assert,

and we defy successful contradiction,

—_— by e e sy S
that the great mnjot’if} ‘ot ;the. people of

British Columbia’ desire to see the prin-
emkwq snsible government restor-
ed and p rved - intact, and are op-
posed to the_introduection of socialistic
ideas of government as exemplified i
tHe gOvernment ownership of railways.
In other words; the majority of the peo:.
ple of the provinee are conservative in
provincial affairs, and there is such a
thing as provineial conservatism ‘in de-
fence of which the very great majority
of the people will rally, if it is pre-
senited to them in some concrete form.
But this - proviacial . conservatism is
wholly distinct from Conservatism as
understood in federai politics, and in
the face of the New Westminster plat-
form of 1809, it is impossible that the
tederal Conservative party as such can
espouse it. It is also equally clear that
in the face of the New Westminster
platform * of 1897, the federal Liberal
party are no better situated than the
Conservatives. Logically both federal
parties ought to follow Mr. Martin. It
seems, therefore, very clear that if we
are to prevent the introduction of so-
cialistic policy and secure the preserva-
tion of responmsible government we must
have a new party, which will be con-
servative in the dictionary meaning of
the word, and ot in the political sense.

What shall be the name of such a
‘party? For ourselves,we should have
no objection to calling it the Provineial
Conservative Party; but perhaps a bet-
ter title eould be chosen, that is one that
would not alienate any of those who
may be pre-disposed to. unite with * it,

086 | or lend te confusion - as to its objects.

British Columbia needs 2 conservative
policy at this time, or perhaps the dic-
tionary synonym for conservative would
be more appropriate, and we may say 2
“preserutive” poliey. How  would
«pregervative and Progressive Party”
do? Such a name would exactly define
what the majority of the people want.
They want to see our system of respon-
sible govermment preserved; they want
to see British ideas of the relation of
the state to individuals and business
presérved; they want to see Drogress

L along approved lines, that is lines that

have been tested by experience.

The espresion “Iiberal” as applied
to federal pelitics really means little
more than adherence to a certain com-
bination of public men, and very little
more can be claimed for the expression
“Clonservative.” We are not going to
say that there may not be such a great
difference between two sets of public
men that it is of wital jmportance to
get one out of office and the other in.
We most expressly claim that the con-
tention between rival parties, even when
there is little more distinction between
them than one of personality is highly
beneficial. - We recognize the essential
faet that one set of public men may re-
present .eertain political traditions and
hence be more trustworthy than an-
other set representing other traditions.
But the application of these federal
terms to provincial polities is wholly
misleading for, as we have shown
[ ‘above, the .zepresentative bodiés of both
parties have declared for substantially
{he same thing and both of them stand
on substantially the same platform as
Mr. Martin, and to the platform
of Mr. Martin the vast majority of the
people are opposed. Hence we would
discard the federal names as we must
diseard the federal organizdtions, if ye
are to give the mass of the people an

the great issues of the day, which are:

Shall we preserve the principles of re-
gponsible government?

Shall we preserve the time-honored re-
lations of the state to individuals and
business?

Shall there be progress along those
lines which experience has shown to be
safe?

The other side of the case is:

Personal government.

Experimental legislation of a socialist
character, and

Stagnation resulting from distrust.

The issue is between provincial con-
servatism, or preseryatism, if youlike
the term better, .and provincial social-
ism. It is a clear-cut issue. It is one
upon which there can be a straight di-
vision. It is one upon which all those
Liberals and, Conservatives, who refuse
to be bound by the vagaries of the con-
ventions of their respective parties,’ can
unite; It is one upon which all those
who fear the consequences of the ad-

vent to power of Mr. Martin can co-
operate. -
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IS IT A HOAX?

Louis de Rougemont, if .that was his
name, had a very interesting story to tell,
but he is not in the running with a Cana-
dian Frenchman named Joseph Zotique
la Joie. There is one essential differ-
enee between them, that whereas Louis
went in for money-making by his ro-
mancing, Joseph has not such aims. The
alleged adventures of the former were
in Australia; those of the latter have
taken place, 8o he says,; in a region which
he thinks must be the North Pole. -La
Joie is at present in Washington, but he

by scientists in both New York and Bos-
ton, dnd they are all in a state of semi-
belief in his tale. 3

This Béw claimant for fame was “Born
in Quebec, and. when he was 18 years
old accompanied his father to the North-
west Territory, where he engaged in
hunting. His wanderings, as we are
told in the telegraphic synopsis of his
story, led him to -Great Bear Lake in
the fall of 1889, and from this point he
pushed northward with a partner named
George  White. In May, 1892, they
found themselveés at an iron post marked:
“Highty-two degrees of latitude north, 83
degrees of longitude west.” This would
inveclve a journey of at least a thousand
miles in the ‘miost direct possible iliné,

and they afe atleged to have aceompiish-

opportunity of expressing their views oni

has been examined and cross-examined|
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ed it in twe and a half years. As the
region_ between-the two pofuts consists
to a considerable ‘extent of water, it is
difficnlt to dnderstand why two men
shonld make such a tremendous journey

on foot. Allowing for the periods when

the ‘water would be open, the devious

route which they must have followed

and . the time occupied in hunting and
lost during the darkness of winter and
the prevalence of storms, the journey
would certainly be a remarkable, ome
might almost say an impossible, one. It
ought not to be wholly impracticable to
test the correctness of his statement im
this Tespect, for surely if any explorers
ever placed an iron pillar two or three
hundred miles west of Smith’s Sound,
there must be some record of the fact.
At this point La Joie and White sep-
arated temporarily, they supposed, in or-
der to find out where the best hunting
was, and when La Joie was seven, days
out from their camp a tremendous shock
broke wp the iceberg upon which he was
travelling and he went drifting north on
a portion of it. He continued drifting
for thirty-six days, when the berg went
ashere and he landed with such of his
dogs ss he had not eaten. The climate
here was much milder than further south.
During his first night ashore he was
awakened by his dogs and found himself
surronnded by a number of copper-color-
edpeoplewhliétathimwithbowsand
arrows. His heavy clothes protected him
and the mext day he was able to arrange
terms of pemee with his visitors. The
men were all large, being upwards of six
feet tall. Their l#.nguaxe was unlike that
of the natives further south and they had
a system of writing, which he learned.
After remaining two years with them,
‘he sét out on his return in a boat made
of whaleskin, accompanied by two of the
men, who died on the way. After five
months hardship he reached Nekalek,
Alaska, where he sold his boat for a
train of dogs and went to Ottawa
thence By the owerland route, passing
through British Columbia on the way.
We will await further details of his story
before expressing any opinion as to the
probability of his having made the last
named portion of the trip. At present
it is lextremely difficult to understand
how a man could travel through British
Columbia vetumning from the North
Pole and no one bkave heard anything
about it..

The first hint of this extraordinary
story was given a month or so ago in an
Associated  Press despatch. - The New
York Herald is vesponsible for bringing
the matter prominently forward. La Joie
bas been taken in hand by United States
government experts, and his story is be-
ing very critically examined under the
supervision of Professor MecGee, of the
Smithsonian Institution.

Speculation upon the truth of such a
story is of very little value, but it does
not stand gquite alone, ~St. Brandan, an
Irish monk, about fourteen centuries ago
was carried away at sea by a storm
and hig vessel was driven to a far dis:
tant country. One tradition says that he
was ‘ewept far to the north, where he
‘met a strange people With whom, he re-
mained for & time. Amnother explanation
of the tradition, which has a solid ‘enough

basis, is that tle mew and discovered
was America. There is a still earlier

Norse tradition of a voyage made to the
north where a strange people were en-
countered. - This has also been explained
by some writers as being really a visit
to the Mediterraneas. There is some
reason to believe that about ten or fif-
teen centuries ago the ice barrier which
now blecks mavigation to the far north
was not impassable. Capt. Symmes, of
the United States army, claimed to have
had abundant evidence of the existence
at the North Pele, or rather in an im-
mense depression extending far into the
centre of the earth, if not all the way
through to the South Pole, of a race of
people unlike any living in known lati-
tudes. | He claimed that the climate there
was much like La Joie says he found it
on his northern visit. Thus we see that
La Joie’s story, utterly improbable as it
seems, is not wholly unsupported, in the
sense’ that the conditions ‘which he says
‘exist in the far North have been sug-
gested long before his time. We shall
give fuller details of the alleged discovery
when they eome to hand.
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THE STATUS OF CHRISTIANITY.

Prof. Charles A. Briggs writes to the
Popular Science Monthly to say that

there is no reason to believe that Chris-
tianity is losing its force as a vital prin-
ciple in the lives of men. It is open to
doubt if in point of fact church attend-
ance is declining. +«The number  of
churches is steadily increasing; the
numbers and salaries of the clergy are
certainly not diminishing., The religious
press is stronger than ever it has been.
There is no dearth of religious books,
and the Bible never had such a circula-
tion. - Of hospitals, refuges and other
establishments of a'similar kind there
never before was anything like the nom-
ber now in existence, Possibly the pulpit
has lost a great deal ‘of its authority.
Undoubtedly not so many people consult
the minister in the varied circamstances
of life as formerly, and . there is a
growing impatience with that species of
religious instruction which declares-that
certain things shall be believed because
some one else has said they are true;
but these things are as nothing when
weighed with what must be placed in
the other scale of the balance.

This is an age of inguiry. We take
very little upon trust. There does not
seem ‘to be as much necessity for taking
thipgs on trust as there used to be.]
The ‘majority of mankind in civilized
countries—that is in those where Chris-
tianity has its strongest influence—are
in’ ‘tafdly.  comfortable . circumstances.

Theyo dounot feel-any great need of-anti-

eitfitiag ‘4 - hiéaven of ease’and never-

| Still less is it am organization.

though church attendance is declining, |

ending enjoyment. They find this is a
pretty good sort of « world to live in,
and are met as anxieus as their anees-
tors - wéfe shgentury er so ago to find
their way to another. The joys of
the heavem of the poets pessess com-
paratively few attractions. Streets of
gold and eternal music do not appeal to
the imagination as they once did. The
modern coneeption- of Christian duty
consists more in a regard for the wel-
fare of others than in the pursuit of
ultim@te happimess for ourselves. Man-
kind is a long distance from the time
when human affairs will ‘be »egulated
according to the Golden Rule, but it is
nearer than it used to be, and while
this is the case it is idle for anyene to
pretend that the vitas force of Chris-
tianity is not stronger than ever and
constantly gaining in strength.
Christianity is not simply a creed.
It is
It is a prineiple
easily enomgh,

not a matter of ritual.
which may be defined
perhaps, in general terms, but bhas
many phases, or = rather operates: in
many diverse ways that cannot be so
readily stated. Let us take an
example from the material world. A
long time ago electricity was known as
something which could be developed by
rubbing a piece of amber. Hence its
name from  elektron, the Greek for
amber. - Probably the ancient experi-
menters, when they rubbed their pieces
of amber and saw that they attracted
light fragments to them,. had no suspi-
cion that the force which they were
developing was the same as that
which sent sharp arrows of destructive
light through the air and made the
earth echo with thunder. They cer-
tainly never suspected that this same
force would one day drive vessels
through the sea or carriages over the
land, or illumine the homes of men, or be
the servant of a new civilization. We
have learned what electricity is by the
uses we have put it to. Now,. this is
only given as an illustration, not as a
parallel. to religion; ‘but it may serve
to show what is meant when we speak
of the ewolution of Christianity, and
say that we can see possibilities and
uses for it of which our ancestors never
dreamed..

Christianity has been the great eman-
cipator of mankind. It has eqancipated
the human intellect. It has rendered
progress possible along lines never
thought of before its introduction. It
has created new conditions of life and
has illuminated them by its radiance.
It is leavening humanity, even though
millions off'those who are being leavened
by it may mot be conscious of it, or may
avowedly reject it.  Strike Christianity
out of modern civilization and it will be
time to write the epitaph of the latter.
It may be that in certain so-called
higher social - circles something very
much resembling paganism is rife, pro-
ducing what recent writers call “de-
generates”; but as long as the stream
of national ‘life is fed from fountains
purified by the example and teaching of
Jésus of Nazareth, no ome need fear
that we. shiall see repeated in Christen-
‘doi the story of the decline and fall of
Rome on other ané¢ieat empires. Specu-

lation’ as to ‘the authorship of the Gos-
pels has been ‘prevalent for more than

a thousand years, and perhaps we do
not really know who it was who wrote

in Palestine, which culminated in the
tragedy of Calvary. We may not all
feel able in the light of medern re-
search. to answer quite satisfactorily to
ourselwes the question, * What think ye
of Christ?’ but when we consider /from
what an insignificant beginning the
Christian chureh of to-day has grown
up, what obstacles it ‘has overcome,
what its influence has been for the
betterment of mankind, we cannot say
anything less than  did the Roman
soldier, who exclaimed as the earth-
quake shook the ground where he stood
watching the Orucified: *Truly this
was the Son of (God.”

With two colleagnes whose hearing is,
to say the least, not normal, the pathos of
Mr. Martin’s “deaf and dumb” plank in
his: platform becomes acute.

'The surplus for the last fiscal
was $4,837,741.
keen expended on Viectoria harbor, the
surplus would have been $4,827,741,
and the country would have been quite
as well satisfied. ;

year

A very interesting fairy tale has been
running through the papers about Joseph
‘Leiter and four others playing poker for
several consecutive days. Leiter is al-
leged to have lost heavily at first, but to
have come out a litile ahead. One of
the others is said to have won $180,000,
another $60,000 and the other tweo large
amounts which are not specified. What
speeies of poker is this in which every-
body wins fortunes and no one loses any-
thing?

A letter has been received in this city
from the representative of United States
capitalists, who are considering the ad-
visability of constructing a railway to
the north end of the Island and estab-
lishing a throngh line ef transportation
trom. Alaskan peints to the United States
transcontinentsal ‘limes. asking if there is
any probability that the government own-
ership of railways is to prevail here, and
saying that if this- is likely no one will
invest a dollar in a British Columbia
railway, ‘The writer of the letter evi-
dently keeps close track of what is going

Premier and the Conservative party hoth
being committed to this idea, and asks
if it is likely that they can both be de-
feated at the elections. ]

Dyspepst foem
* Dyspepsia in its worst s will yleld
to.the use of Carter’s Little Nerve Pm:;.

alded by Carter’s Littl
not”on L e Liver Pills,

P, mt _distress,
strengthen the. sto ; i .
; n ve m,ud,dl&:‘ﬂve np‘

the story ‘of those few .eventful years .

It the $10,000 had -

on here, for he speaks of the present’’
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" Aiding Road
' To The Nd

.Board of Trade Passes K
tion Urging Governmen
Grant Subsidies.

Proposal To Erect Build
Winnipeg Exhibition fo
Meets With Favor

(From Saturday’s Daily Colog
The special meeting of the
trade called for yesterday afte
pot take long in arriving at a u
decision to endorse tue projectd
sion of the E. & N. railway to
end of the Island. There was Y
discussion, -it being conceded b
sent that the scheme was one
there were no two opinions, an(
advantages of which have be
gively and adequately set for
press and on. the platform.
were no long speeches. A strog
_tion of endorsation was propose
.C. H. Lugrin, editor of the Cold
unanimously passed, atter the
given some information sho¥
others than the original applig
the charter were anxious to talg
the project and push it to com
The other item of business d
at the meeting was the desirabill
board endorsing the suggestion
provincial government should le
to the ereetion, in connection
Winnipeg exhibition, of a
building to accommodate Britis
bia exhibits. Througn the co
the board, after the regular bus
been exhausted. F. W. Heu
manager of the industrial exh
Winnipeg, was permitted to ad|
board on the object of his visi
_sirability of British Columbia
presented at the exhibition in
ner suggested. It was decide
commend ' early favorable actio
part of the council of the board
“and a meeting will probably be J
nest week to pass the necessa
tions in necordance with that
Vice-President L. G. McQuadd
the chair and there were presen
Leiser, C. H. Lugrin, Ald.
James Thomson, A. G. Mc
Stephen Jones, G. Foster, B
rence Goodacre, Joshua Davies,
Clure, H. Bullen, D. W. Higgin
J. H. Turner, M.P.P., Henry §
Capt.. William Meyer, E. E.
. Smith, W. H. Ellis, C. D
Thomas Shotbolt, J. Mitche
Pierey, R. Seabrook and Joseph
The chairman briefly explai
object of the special meeting,
grin, as he was one of those insf]
in calling the members togethe
occasion, outlined the status of
jeet. He thought it timely to
board what was being done. D)
last session of parliament a g
who 1s interested in the devel
Vancouver Island spoke to son
minsters regarding the likelihog
ting a subsidy and received a
response. It was pointed ouf]
however, that a company must
porated before the matter could
erly dealt with. The bill no
parliament “was introduced i
quence.- Another application
made, and. the gentlemen intel
piaced the ,matter in his handg
that he might look after thei
here, e had had 4 converss
Mr. Dunsmuir on the matter
rexuit he had advised his pring|
every purpose would be serve
Dunsmuir’s application. Late
an American gentleman who hj
ipterested in the project.  He
Victoria looking for a. field fi
ment, and is now interested to|
tenl in the mines on the West]
Vancouver Island. Mr. L
brought under this gentleman’s
matter of the railway to the no
Vancouver Island. The plan 8
to that gentleman, who repre
large capital, comprised. beside
steamships from the northern
of the railway to Alaskan pqg
connections with the British
Mainland and to the America
systems to the south, and the
¢f the BE. & N. railway. The
cost of the completion of such|
sive scheme of coast transpo
$8,000,000. The idea was
quite eagerly, and communica
the gentleman interested were
carried on. In the last lette
received, the gentlemen regar(
great deal of alarm the sugge]
British Columbia was likely
the system of the governmeny
of railways. He had assured
as the charter would be a fed
would not be affected
Mr. - Lugrin mentioned
ters to show that other cay
sid:s Mr, Dunsmuir were if
th: project. Une of the gem
now in New York, and had
data on'the subject to submi
sociates in that city.
terest  taken shows that
ment has acted some one wi
ward, Th. spenker then told
solutions ¢ndorsing *he schem
the public meet'Lg in !{ne
hall aud by the city counci
already” forwarded to Ottay
bearing over 2,000 signatur
others in his possession with

. and each mail brought othe

terjor points. The Vancouv
trade and the city council ha
munuicated with on the subj
reply had as yet been req
mgved the following resolut
Resolved: That this boa
the proposed railway to the
Vancouver Island as a world

. yvantage of British Columh

Yakon territory, and recom

‘ the favorab.» consideration

vincial government and the p
Canada as deserving of ass
reasonable subsidy. Be it
solved that a copy of this
forwarded to Sir Wilfrid
th;lproﬁncixl representatives

Mr. Lugrin could only ad
sion _that the building of thd
undoubtedly lead to the -g
Victoria into an important
nection with-'traffic to Als
northern ports.

The resolution was secon
-Simon Leiser.

Mr; McCandless thought
one was unanimously in
scheme .it ‘would only be a ¥
to indulge in lengthy discus

The resolution was then g
mously.

Mr. Turner suggested thi
the resolution should be sen
frid Laurier and all the Bri
members in the Dominion }

.. Mr. Lugrin mentioned th
,,..nh'emgriheen some COrresp
or,

Col. M.P., on the s




