UOLOR.

sily Made,
How.

Do It - They

low Com-

hd Leave
and

vert an Tn-
te man. The
hite.

sy, wrinkled
clear, pure,

hn be beauti-
youth and

8 make the

pallid face,
I, fresh one,
the look of

B ensure the

and the pal-
e the effects
Bia, and im-

rly digested,

changed, is
doesn’t con-
give the skin
bpearance, or
pss and color.
e perfect di-
fhanges nam-
as night fol-

ensure di-
st the food

bus supply of

b Tablets are
eyes, clear,
l and viger-

able because
ensure - per-
nd stimulate
on, throwing
ties.
are sold by
B a box, six
eipt of price,
0., Limited,

R DRINK.

Effervescent
drawn from
nd healthful
y _druggists

journal in
ly’s Efferves-

‘ia, is in the
ive evidence
8, sentenced
oseph Burns,
the time of
post-morten

Burns and
at Nanaimo
lence, having
nd although
was import-
was a very
proment, the
arlisle from
mail portion
re a number
uced to give
and who had
to Nanaimo.
British Co-
d to punish

this morn-
Snider, who
_match at
njuries were
Snider was
yho had the
top himself,
as he was
struck the
of the nose,
[To-day’s op-
ting a piece
man’s arm,
was a good
ness in Fri-
he Victoria
injured.

Associa-

ative educa-
lhe Dominion
} is the third
pn. In pre-
in Montreal
of course,
anged as to
pected that
least, Sup-
city schools, '
i a paper on
d, bring his
leccomplishing
rates will
the smaller
¥n transpor-
from one-
pction condi-
king in” the
not alone to
pints on the

the Baptist
were elect-
pon s, W. H.
‘Walker, A.
Irs. Captain
treasurer, J.

tary, A. B.
Galbralth -
Walker; Su -
"A: B. M-
perintendent .
West, Mr.
inted showed
if the church
ip at present
received in-
and experi-
The collec-
}3,640.70, of
roper contri-
day school.
peen  raised
other report
bwn to have
ars and to
of 215.

hern Pacific
h the Sound,
of Kingston
s betrothed,
N.S.W., who
for the last
yas to have
Miss Woods
acles lay in
is then mate
bW Was cap-
e Columbia
pw was sick
nclined skip-
the Orient
he very day
Vietoria.

VICTORIA SEMI-WEEELY COLONIST THURSDAY JULY

71898

NS NATIONALLIEE)

How It Is Moulded by Literary
en—Popular Reverence for
Books and Learning.

Capricious Government' a Bar to
Soeial Progress — Extertions
the Mandarins.

atter to London Telegraph.)
3 of Chinese homes the great
ed into the minds of the off-
seem to be that the girls
GuUSL uaAve small £ et to win husbands
and the boys large brains to gain office.
To effect the one object the poor maid-

ens will undergo untold suffering;. to
achieve the other the boys will show un-
exampled industry. In the government
of this unique country there seem to be
blended the two antagonistic principles
of absolutism and democracy. The head
of the state is an autocrat with unlimited
powers; under him the real rulers of the
jand form a supposed aristocracy of
falent. Every man of them, according
to theory, has sprung from the people,
and owes nothing to wealth or birth, but
everything to brain.

Beneath the Emperor you seem to have
an ideal commonwealth. In point of
fact, under existing conditions, you see a
system that admits of every form of ex-
tortion and tyranny, as far from the dem-
-ocratic form of government as the mind
can ‘imagine. A native writer clenches
his argument that “the ba(barians”——in
this case the English—are unfit to in-
struct the Chinese by the charge that
“they allow the rich and noble to enter
office without any literaray examination,
and do not throw open the road to ad-
vancement, as we do, to the poorest and
meanest in the land.” For thirteen cen-
turies every Chinese lad, who was not
the son of an actor, jailer, executioner, or
outcast, has had free access to the av-
.enue that leads to preferment and power.
He ha:d only to stuff his memory with
QCelestial classics, be able to compose an
essay and vﬁte some original verses bet-
ter than his competitors, and he might
climb to any position in the Empire be-
low the Dragon throue.

To this remarkable regime many writ-
ers ascribe the unity of the nation, others
its stability, and all its profound regard
for scholarship. No people in the world
s0 reveres books and learning. Not a
slip of printed paper will the Chinaman
burn or trample under foot, such 1s his
respect for “‘the printed character;” while
to know that his rulers are at any rate
literary dunlls the insolenece of office and
the oppressor’s wrong. If it has not made
the nation intellectuai it has diffused a
universal appreciation of mental excel-
lence. “Those who think must govern
those who work,” says the native pro-
verb. ;

Talks I have had with teachers con-
vince me also that the system is an as-
tonishing stimulus to education. It is
‘better in any case than mere imperial ap-
pointments would be, or the machine-
made nominations of the United States.
But there are manifold defects. The
.education, to begin with, is narow and
antiquated. Who would like to see the
affairs of the British Empire handed over
to senior wranglers, elegant essayists,
budding philosophers, or crowned laur-
eates? The examination paper has yet
to be devised that will bring out the fit-
test men to take the helm of a ship in a
storm, or the helm -of the State in a
crisis. Qualities of action, promptitude,
inflexible will, unhesitating self-reliance,
may escape your test of knotty problems,
polished style, -and even original thinking.
All in vain to say this to a Chinaman,
and there we set the genesis of that won-
derful class, the mandarin, whose em-
proidered robes sweeps past you SO dis-
dainfully in this eapital. You may think-
of him as you like; but he has no doubt,
ss you perceive, that he is one of the
great ones of the earth.

A gentleman whom 1 met at Hongkong,
an enthusiast for things Chinese, and a
firm believer in the capabilities of the
country and the capacities of its people,
snid: “Do not for a moment suppose it
is the ordinary Chinaman that stands in
the way of progress. The enemies of
reform, Christianity, and the foreigner
are the literati, the landed gentry of the
country.” All I have seen, heard or
read confirms this view. he Mandar-
in’s pride and fears combine to make
him dislike the foreigner. The Emperor
Kiaking sent a letter to George IIIL. in
the year 1816 which began with these
words: “The Supreme Potentate, who
has received from Heaven the govern-
ment of the world, issues this imperial
mandate to the King of Engl_and_; let
him be thoroughly acquainted with i t

There.is the true Mandarin spirit:
completes the comedy of the business to
add that Hienfung, the cowardly de-
‘bauche, who fled when the British troops
approached Pekin, was the grandson of
this Supreme Potentate. It has taken
over a century to teach China’s sover-
eigns that European nations must
treated as equals. But they had to
Jearn it, and one of the very latest great
questions settled at the palace was how
ot receive Prince Henry of Prussia

“losing face,” and that mighty
problem has been solved. In the au-
dience of the diplomatic representatives
hitherto every effort has been made by
court dignitaries to make it appear that
the foreign states were tributary or vas-
sal. Maiesty’a utmost 'acknowledgme_nt
of the diplomatic missions was, while
sitting almost impassive, to make a
scarcely ~perceptible inclination of the
head. Something velgﬂ'giﬁerent must
be the welcome of ce Henry of
Prussa. It now remains to force on
the yamens of the provinces the lesson
that has been brought rather sharply
home to the palace.

Those who guard the throne and dy-
nasty of China are astute potiticians. In
former times the Imperial eunuchs were

ving trouble by their intrigues. A
simple measure put an end to that mis-
chief; they were deprived of the right
4o hold office. In the same spirit the
powerful mandarins have been detached
from the masses. Writers friendly to
OChins lay stress on the assertion that
the mandarins are not a caste. But it
not an h tary order the great ruling
class, the kwan, whom we designate by
‘the hndy, Portugnese word mandarin,
is. a hierarchy of officials, with all the
qualities of a caste. They hold - office
for life, “barring erime or blunder,”
their dress is distinctive, the apparel
P ims the mandarin—in a land where

etiquette counts for more than laws or

morals. ; :

You know to which of -the nine grades
belongs by the button, more
erystal globe on his cap, the
bird on his robe, and .the
clasp on his e. .1 never see those
ghining buttons and birds without feeling
with what true Oriental statecraft and
-artful knovﬂedf”ot human nature the

whole business been arranged. Ran
is but the button’s stamp, a’
that your Chinaman would give all he
possesses to obtain it. In the two high-
st the little globes on the eap are ruby
and red coral; third and fourth,

and sixth, crystal and white shell; t
next two, gold; and the ninth, s‘ilvélls
Similarly, the birds on the back and
breast of the robes are respectively in
rank the manchu crane, golden pheasant
peacock, wild goose, silver pheasant,
eagret, mandarin duck, quail and jayi
The clasps also run from jade and gold,
set in rubies, to worked .gold, silver and
horn. For special services your great
man may be allowed to sport a peacock’s
zggggﬁﬁ'ﬂ}e tﬁ‘litary mandarin is dis-
in like manner, only wi

much less eclat. o e
hl\Iore}over, those who are the eyes,

ands and cars of the throne must not
hold office within two hundred miles of
their birthplace; they may not possess
property, nor, above all, marry a wife
in their district, and they are forbidden
to occupy the same post more than
theee ‘years. Then, also, etiquette does
not allow one of their class to go afoot.
As far back as the days of Confucius
that rule has prevailed. Some one sug-
gested to the philosopher that he might
sell his carri_age in the cause of charity.
:“Nay." replied the Master, “‘being a
kwan, I may not go on foot.” Lastly,
unless .first deprived of their button,
they are exempt from torture—that foul-
est stain on the record of China, which
another four thousand years will not
wash off its escutcheon.

All these things make the office-holder
—be he viceroy, governor, tatotai, pre-
fect, sub-prefect, mayor, or magistrate—
a man apart. he holds a position be-
tween the great body of the people and
the Crown, and with the coolest im-
partiality he robs them both. As the
main end in view is not to secure good
government, but to protect ihe throne,
the Crown generally winks at his ras-
cality so long as it is sure of his loyalty.
That object is secured. Every man sus-
pects his fellow, every rank cringes to
the next highar, every grade hangs on
the one above, and all on the supreme
power. More than that, each higher of-
ficial is responsible for those beneath
him, and you often see in the official
reports the comical spectacle of a gov-
ernor suspeénding a subordinate for mis-
conduct and at the same time asking
the Board of Punishments to mete out
to himself some. penalty for not having
prevented the misdeeds of his inferior.

The net result is something wonderful.
In the most populous empire in the world,
affer the British, you find this vast net-
work and chain of officials manifesting
unswerving  loyalty to a foreign and
feeble dynasty, which has neyer been
popular,, is sustained by an insignificant
force, and at the present moment " has
scarcely a man of mark in its ranks.
Even the Taiping rebellion did mnot
shake their fidelity. The one element
that might have made the government
tolerable, popular control, has been
omitted. The voice of the people is not
heard. As Consul Brenan reported to
Lord Salisbury recently: “The Chinese
merchant bold enough to raise a ques-
tion about illegal taxes would be so
dealt with that his case would serve
4s an example for years to come,” 'T'he
people that would complain have been
eliminated; those that are left are the
fittest in China, after the  process of
mandarin selection. And now is it a
wonder that this mandarin fights to
the death against the forejgher and all
his works? The “barbarian” would
scorn his button, resists his exactions
and deride his pedantry.

Two leading: objects 'give variety to
the mandarin’s existence—to secure pro-
motion and get wealth. The promotion
he has to buy; the wealth he steals.
Kvery now and then that singulasly
candid organ, the Pekin - Gazette, to
whose antiquity the memory of man
runneth not, exhibits to the world the
ways in_ which naughty officeholders
amass  ill-gotten gains. They are re-
markable ‘reading. Here is one gentle-
man who has put scores of innocent per-
sons in noisome prisons. on frivolous
charges, and kept them there until their
well-to-do friends bought them out. Oc-
casionally the experiment is varied by
torture. Another has taken bribes not
to prosecute malefactors. A third has
levied illegal taxes; a fourth has been
in league with brigands, sharing +he
plunder without the peril; and so- om.
By rare good fortune an honest gover-
nor named Ting was appointed to the
province of Funkien, and, being of an
inquiring mind, he examined the state
of affairs with regaxd to the adminis-
tration of justice. At Amoy it was rer
ported to him barely half a dozen pri-
soners were in jail, ‘when there were
actually eighty; while an “empty jail”
in another city held twenty prisoners.
In one instance a poor wretch had been
handed on from one magistrate to an-
other for so long a period that every-
doy bhad forgotten why he was incar-
cerated. The following brief excerpt
shows what could happen in a seaboard
province having two such treaty ports
as Amoy and Foochow:

When farmers, laborer '91' 'petty_rmd-
ers are once cast into prison their en-
tire households know not a moment’s

peace, and their release is not effected

t | until land and houses, nay, it may be

wives and children, are sold, and inter-
est is brought to bear on their ‘behalf.
The official sits at his chess and wine
while the people are offering up suppli-
cations to which there is none to lend
an ear. ily, the sound of their woes

be | and anguish may well suffice to provoke

ihe visitation of drought and to arouse
the wrath of heaven!

This honorable governor set free 1,246
prisoners; how many,, one asks, remain-
ed wrongfully in durance in the other
seventeen provinces? - Processes of !aw
afford a never failing source of revenue,
but not the only one. A favorite form
of levying blackmail in the higher ranks
js to dismiss a peccant official below.
Degradation is civil death to the poor
wretch, who obsequiously implores to
pe restored, and at last he is reinstated,
out of regard to his contrition—nothing
being said of the few thousand dollazs
which went to prove its genuineness.
The Chinese have a sort of Robin Hood
government; an empty pocket insures im-
munity, but every kind of wealth must
pay toll. A rich man who had made a
fortune elsewhere came to settle in this
city, and out of public spirit built a fine
theatre. Alas! by inadvertance, it over-
topped the pink walls of the Forbidden
City, and for that treason he was nearly
ruined. . o 3

In Tientsin a prominent citizen built
himself a European house, and brought
upon himself a two-fold charge, first, of
having ostentatiously imitated foreign-
ers, and secondly, of haying used
brick, the sole privilege of Majestys
Mulcted of a large sum, he is now, I
believe, going back to his old Chinese
house, and is willing to, sell the better
residence to _European who may
without sedition live within red-briek,
walls. People who walk along the splen-
did river front or Bund of Shpnghai.
with its imposing and varied architecture
running the whole length of the English
and American settlement, often wonder
why the moment you get into the Chin-
ese quarter you meet only squalor and
poverty, no imitation, even by the Ach
natives, of better style. No need for
surprise.  Capricious government bars
social progress. One reason why there
is so little resistance to this tyranny is

k | that the poor are not much subjected to

it, and it is.to be feared that they do
not mind the better-off. being fleeced. A
classic story is told which exhibits the
popular idea. A poor woman appeals
for help to a new magistrate. Says the

:sapphire and an opaque blue; the fifth

.

Bench: oA

“What do you wish me to do for you,
my good dame?”’

“Phe fame of Your Honor has come
in advance. You always pity the needy,
and I have been told that you will give
every poor family a donkey.” )

«1" shall think about that; but -while
I am thinking you may g0 and buy me
a pound of salt.”

"The good woman departs, and it ap-
pears on her return that she has had to
pay about three times the regulation
price. The shopkeeper is sent for and
the magistrate imposes a fine, which he
hands over to the applicant, saying,
“Now go and buy your donkey.”

I suspect that would be the model
magistrate to the Celestial mind, whe-
ther the fine were just or unjust. The
ordinary Chinaman has the haziest idea,
indeed, no idea at all of the rights of
citizenship. His language has no terms
for it. When the last war with France
broke out, the President of the Tung-
wen College was commissioned to draw
up a statement of internation rights
for the use of the government. It then
glppea;ed that there was not a syllable
in the whole vocabulary to convey the
idea of rights. Of duties and respon-
sibilities it was brimful of civial, na-
tional, and international rights never &
solitary word, and Dr. Martin had to
coin a term which is mow part of the
language. The Chinese student of En-
glish history can understand why John
Hampden and a few more should resist
the payment of the ship-money, levied
by King Charles, but not even a surgi-
cal operation could get into their cran-
iums why all Englahd roused itself for
a so-called principal of popular privil-
eges. :

Apart from religion, the same would
be true of Asia from end to' end. Is it
not true that almost every people thinks
the regime under whieh it lives is the
Best? If it were not for the rascals
in office, and if men would only follow
the precepts of the ancient masters, this
would be the Paradise of the Kast.
Even in the time of the great Master
thinks were not perfect. It is said that
passirig by a lonely mountain Confucius
hear the wail of a woman. Inquiring
the cause of her grief, he was told that
her husband and son had been eaten by
tigers. “Why do you live in 'such a
place?’ asked the sage. “We came
here,” she replied, “to be free from ex-
actions.” “Mark that, my children,”
said he to his disciples; “evil officers are
more dreaded than tigers.” If, like

 (1eorge Eliot, one feels it almost a mar-

trydom to think what a vast, and in
some respects admirable, people like this
has' gone ghx:ough during twenty-three
centuries, it is partly due to our limited
standard of time. The most recent of
the physical features of China is a deep
layer of aluvium or mud, known as
“loess,” covering a great part of the
country, and in some places- hundreds
of feet thick. Savants say it is two
or three million years old, this recent
formation. This suggests a_ more con-
solatory. standard. The regime of the
mandarin is doomed, and there will be
great changes, even in China, in the
next million years or so.

One salutary rule must be placed to
the eredit of the Imperial government.
1t is laid down as an axiom that the man
who provokes a revolt is ipso facto in-
ca_pable. ’I:hqy are not so maladroit as
wilfully to irritate the masses. In virtue
of this principle a Chinese riot generally
leads to re_forur a while at least.
An eye witness described to me an
cmeute at Ningpo. Twenty thousand
men marched into the city with banners
and w:recked every yamen or official bu-
reau in the place. Then they marched
quietly home again. The governor sent
a force against them, which ‘was beaten
Meanwhxle, having dismissed the obnox-
ious ntandarins, he undertook to redress
the grievances of the ringleaders were
given up. Two ‘men, who had headed
the ~movement, voluntarily surrendered
ghemselves, though they knew the fate
in store for them. They were decapi-
tated. The imposts abolished, and fin-
ally, with the assent of the government,
a temple was raised to the two martyrs,
and Cheo and Cheng numbered among
the local dieties. It was a question of
“gaying face” all through.

The mandarin, however, dreads those ab-
ove him more than those below. Not mere-
1y his fortune, but his life, is in the Emper-
or’s hands. When the allfes were at Tient-
stin, a highly capable official named Key-
ing led his sovereign to believe that he
could appease the ** unruly barbarians.”
He falled, and returned to Pekin; but his
cnemies were before him with damaging re-
ports, and when he reached the palace he
received from his majesty a silk scarf,
which meant that he had permission to
hang himself, a gracious favor of which he
made use to avoid decapitation. The last
involves not only ‘loss of face,” but de-
gradation of family. The historic case of
Ho Kwan forms in Chinese history a par-
allel to our Wolsely. This gentleman be-
came too rich and princely, and was accus-
ed by his royal master, Kiaking, of having
ridden on horseback up to the palace gate;
of having appropriated to his household the
damsels educated for the Imperial harem;
of having detained reports from the Em-
peror—a la Bismarck— and of possessing

earls and jewels of. larger size than those

n the Emperor’s regalia. He was, in brief,
too powerful for his master’s safety, and
too rich for his own. Therefore he was
gent to the block. His property was found
to comprise one hundred and five million
dollars in bullion, plus many precious gems.

That sort of summary disposal of minis-
ters is less common nowadays. Li Hung
Chang has been accused of exorbitant
wealth, and during his American tour it
was . given out—perhaps by his enemies,
who are numerous—that he was one of the
richest men in the world and worth $500,-
000,000, I am assured by two independent
authorities, both likely to know, that the
Grand Secretary’s estate is not valued at
more than the hundredth ;lmrt of what the
New York papers were pleased to endow
him with. In his case he inherited wealth.

It is the mark of a good mandarin to be
poor, but, according to all reports, not
many bear it. This is the sort of man who
gets the praise of leaving office in debt,
the man whose shoes are hung up at the
city gate, so that his successof may_take
the hint and walk in his footsteps. Many
amass riches, and pot a few pass ‘a low,
vicious existence. Chinese public and pri-
vate life presents little to produce elevated
characters. This is soon impressed on the
mind which thinks that a land Is happy
which has political ambitions, social move-
ments,  intellectnal activities and physical
exertions in sport and pastime, to occupy
the minds of its people, ‘especially of the
leisured classes. Otherwise you have uni
versal stagnation and general debasement.
Here: every railway, every newspaper, €v-
ery extension of commerce thgt breaks up
these effete. inane, corrupt conditions is an
agent of civilization. Tt is a saying in
China that the wealth of the mandarin
disappears - in the third generation. Sel-
dom do.his sons’ tastes rise above the op-
fum or the gambling den, the drinking sa-
loon of the painted Cyprians of Hong Kong
Shanghal or Canton.

We are at length nearing the end of the

political embroilments. At Shanghal, v:)heri

line.

Port Arthur, and the commercial commun-
ity became greatly excited: a minority cla-
mored for war. I telegraphed to you that
war would be ridiculous, because useless in
the long rum, and that the true British
policy was to demhnd Wei-Hal Wel. That
was, I belleve, the earliest mention from
here of the moye that has now been taken
For a while we had sundry moanings that
British diplomacy had once more been beat-
en. I maintain now, as 1 did at first, that,
‘on the contrary, we have scored splendidly.
Our government made three splendid moves
They foreed their rivals to declare for com-
mercial fair play in China: they secured at
the right moment the coal supnly of the
Fast—a stroke of policy that will not soon
be forgotten; and they obtained Wei-Hal-
Wel. These ire gains of immenss acconnt.
These things. plus. the op

svstem of China to foreign

the gradual reorgzanization of the tolls or
likin, are of vast import.

RUSSIA’S POLICY IN CHINA,
What the Czar’s Ambassadors Are Seek-

ing to Accomplish,

TRussian policy in China at the moment
many be said to be aimed in two entirely
opposite directions. The one affects
Manchuria, which is rapidly becoming,
if it has not already become a Russian
provinece; the other concerns the future
ruther than the present, and consists in
an attempt to pave the way toward a
future accession to Museovite influence
in the Celestial Empire. The recent
march of events in the Lia-tong Penin-
sula, unexpected though it was by peo-
ple in this country, was, nevertheless,
the outcome of a carefully conceived ser-
ies 'of plans which were put in execution
at varying intervals ranging over a long
series of years. The steps which led up
to so vitaily important, and, from a Brit-
ish standpoint, so disastrous a denoue-
ment, are not being repeated seriatim in
the provinces of OChi-li, Shan-si and
Hupeh. :

While Russian military officials are en-
gaged in strengthening the defenses of
Port Arthur and Talien-wan, in informal-
ly occupying Kirin, Mukden and other
important centres of trade, and in fram-
mg.regulations for the expulsion of the
natives and the handiecapping of the for-
eigner, Russian diplematists are busily
stirring up Chinese feeling against pos-
sible rivals, and paviig the way for an-
other of those eoups d'etat which .have
played so prominent a part in the growth
of the Russian Empire in the East.

In her aims for the discomfiture of
British interests in China, or rival has a
fertile soil on which to work. The se-
quqstration of the likin dues’to the Im-
perial Maritime customs board has
brought the Mandarin class into line with
the Russian agents at present to be
found in every province, and those -who
know the country have no hesitation in
placing the recent risings at Sha-zi and
at Wuchang, as well as the threatened
trouble in the Canton district, to the
credit of these mischievous emissaries.
Nor is the mischief limited to the mere
efforts of the Tsar’s representatives. It
is an open secret that the success of the
scheming now in' prog:ess for the dis-
comfiture of this country would nowhere
cause greater satisfaction than at Pe-
kin, where the Hoopoo board even more
than the KEsung-li-Yamen have been
brought to believe that more is to be
got by friendship with the ruler of the
neighboring Siberia than by a contin-
uation of amicable relations witht this
country.

The latest venture which, has been
backed by Russian influence is the pro-
jected trunk railway between Pekin and
Flankow. This line, suggested by Eng:
lish engineers some years ago, Was shelv-
ed by means of the repeated objections
urzed by Chinese officials, and when it
was finally authorized two . years ago,
ihe concession was handicapped by the
restriction’ that the railway should be
built with Chinese capital and that only
native lapor should be employed. A
representative from the Russian emis-
saries at Pekin has changed all this. It
is agreed that the line shall ‘be construct-
ed under Russian supervision and with
capital provided by the Russo-Chinese
bank, an establishment existing only to
serve as a nominee or cat’s-paw . of
Russian government.

It will be remembered that it was the
same Russo-Chinese bank which figured
so prominently in the secret treaty be-
tween Russia and China for the authori-
zation of the Manchurian railway, in
which it was laid down that only Chi-
nese and Russian born subjects should
be eligible as shareholders. It is some-
thing more than possible that the same
tactics will be employed in the negotia-
tions now- proceeding for the-Trunk line
of Central China, and unless our goyern-
ment corrects the impression left in Chi-
nese minds by its recent inaction, we
shall be badly left, and shall find too
late that our main trade highway in-the
Tar Bast has been sapped by our rivals
to the exclusion of ourselves. Hankow,
the objeetive of the coming railway, is
the future commercial capital of Chiffa.
Situated at the confluence of the river
Han with the Yang-tse, it commands a
series of waterwa, alled through-
out the world, and is the port of trans-
shipment, not only for the valuable pro-
duce of Hunan, Hupeh and Szechuen,
but also of much of the tea, silk and
drugs which come by canal from the in-
ner provinces.

It is of this centre of our influence
that Russian influence is being brought
to bear, and the effort is from a purely.
diplomatic and strategic standpoint one
of exceeding brilliance. This railway
once completed it will be impossible to
pour Muscovite troops into the Yang-tse
valley, 800 miles from the sea, at a point
where no battleship can find its way, and
where our only hope will be based on
such troops as we may succeed in either
marching across the provinces peopled
by unfriendly people, or conveying up
the river in small steamers and junks.
The question then arises, what steps are
the government taking to ensure a suffi-
cient representation of British interests
at the negotiations in progress? What is
the foreign office prepared to do to pro-

de and to secure to this coun-
try that freedom of action in the valley
of the Yang-tse, which has been claimed
as the sphere of British influence ?—Lon-
don Chronicle.

\
POLITICAL NOTES.

Kamloops, July 2.—(Special)—The fol-
lowing was the address presented to the
Premier at a most enthusiastic meeting
held here to-night:

To the Hon. J. H. Turner, Premier:

'We are fully in accordance with you upon
Yale who are supporters of the government
which you so ably lead, tender you a sin-
cere welcome to the inland capital. Your
unimpeachable record as a public man is
known to all of us; your business integ-
rity and standing to_the majority of us;
and your irreproachable private character
io many of us. For the first we honor
you as our Premier; for the second we re-
spect you as a busindss man who has al-
ways been interested in the commercial
and industrial development of our prov-
ince;  and for the third we esteem you as
a friend. .

The manner in which your government
has grasped the various questions of mo-
ment which have at different times pre-
gsented themselves for your consideration
commends itself to us. We believe  that
your policy embodies the elements of pros-
perity and vgrogress for all parts of the
province. e believe that the various in-
terests of the electors throughout the
country have recelved the careful consid-
eration of your government.

We are of ‘the opinion that agriculture
has received at the hands of yourself an
your colleagues the attention that its
manifold interests re(iuire, and the policy
of your.government, if carried to comple-

must result in placing the agricul-
in ‘a position more consist-
ent with the importance of the business.

We think, too, that the mining interests
of the province have flourished under the
provisions of the legislation affecting them
to an extent unprecedented in the history
¢f any mining country in the world, and
we belleve that the methods advocated by
your government will eventually place this
province in the fore front of mining pro-
ducers of the world. -

.We are fully in accordance with you on
the question of management of the pro-
vineial finances, and we belleve that it is
mainly owing to your personal attention to
the matter. and the exercise of your well-
known business acumen and practical per-
sonal training that British iColumbia se-
curities now occupy So high % position In
the money markets of the world.

We desire to express our complete confi-
dence in yourself and your colleagues In
the management of the various depart-

ments under your several charges. We fur-

the galaxy of her empire.

C. WENTWORT

Mr. Wm. McAllen is
man and means well.

he needs just now more

This from the Nana

fraternity of the law.”

The government

South Saanich.

Postmaster Brown has

tricts of the Mainland,

Pr’y thee, why so pale?

T.ooking ill prevail?
Pr’y thee, why so pale?

Will, when speaking well
Saying nothing do %

This can not take her.
If of herself she will not

The devil take her!
—Sir

We've fought with many
was not;

The Paythan an’ the Zulu

We never got a ha-porth’s
’‘orses,

An’ ‘e played. the cat
our foreces.

‘ome in the Sowdan

We gives you your cert!
want it signed

We took our chanst among

But all we ever got from

er;
We ’eld our bloomin’ own,
But man for man the
us ’oller.

We sloshed you with
wasn’'t ’,ardlg fair;
But for all the odas &

"B 'asn’t got no papers of
‘R ’asn’t got no medals

When ’e’s ’oppin’ in an’

So ’ere’s to you,
your friend which is no

'H rushes at the smoke

rive,
An’, before we know, ’'e’

'F's a injia-rubber idiot
'R’s the only thing that

damn
For the regiment o’ Britl

your ’ayrick ‘ead of
You big.black boundin’
HOW ANIMALS
Conversation Among Bees,
Other Inarticulate

the interesting question

informed on the subject

tion. Yet the more peop
clined they .will feel to

reason,.or to

life about us, which even

flowers.
ple of the fmportance, no

creatures.

al ar@ =0 sociable in their habits, that it
would not be at all a safe thing to 8ay| peing 4 to i o

xnow very well

or a strange
permission seems mighty

the others know. which
he trackless air,

hive when some

tored to a low. delicate ki
if emanating from some

welcome you to North Yate.
Ou behalf of the Turner Government Dis-| Bag examined the
trict Association, we subscribe eurselves.
. P. GORDON. President.
SIBREE CLARK, Vice-president.

To be sure he

is a good sensible wife.—Comox News. |Dass

city will address a meeting at the school
house, Foul bay, to-morrow
Hon. Mr. Eberts, the same evening will

Why so pale and wan, fond lover?

e?
Will, when looking well can’t move her,

Why so dult and mute, young sinner?
Pr’y thee, why so mute?

Pr’y thee, why so mute?

Nothing can make her—

——m
FUZZY-WUZZY.

(By Rudyard Kipling.)

. But the fuzzy was the finest of the lot.
'E squatted in the scrub an’ ‘ocked our

"B cut our sentries at'Suaklm,

So ’ere’s to you, Fuzzy-Wuzzy, at”your

We'll come an’ ’'ave a romp with you
whenever you're inelined.

The Boers knocked us silly at a mile,
The Burman guv us Irriwaddy chills,
An’ a Zulu impi dished us up in style;

was pop to what the Fuzzy made us swal-

Then ’‘ere’s to you, Fuzzy-Wuzzy, an’
the missis an’ the kid;
Our orders was to break you, an’ of
course we went an’ did

Wuz, you bruk the square.

So we must certify the skill ’e’s shown'
In usin’ of 'is long two-'anded Swords;| gone to stre

spear, -
A ’appy d&y with Fuzzy on the rush

Wwill last a ’ealthy Tommy for a year.
Fuzzy-Wuzzy, ’an

. 'ead;
*E’s all ’ot sand an’ ginger when alive,
An’ ’e's generally shammin’ when ’e’s

+ dead.
'B's a dalsy, 'e’s a ducky, ’e's & lamb!

So ’ere's to you, Fuzzy-Wuzzy,  at
Yyour ‘ome lnhth? l?{)ev‘;dzm;t i i
ou're a pore benig ‘eathen, but a
first-class fightin’ man; 8 still summarizing
An’ ’ere's to you, Fuzzy Wuzzy,

bruk a British squart.

Naturalists have recently been discussing d 1856,

bees can talk with each other.
are, we gather,|at Pekin, in which it is proj

notice of anmimals and insects, the less in-
draw that very degartments, and the

officials should all be dealt with, and the
t any hard and fast Hmit| expenditure kept within the amount decre-
in all departments.

difficult line which divides inetinet from

to the wonders/of nature.
very word ‘ lower '’ becomes sometimes an| proves of these recommndations, and eal
insult, a positive affront to the wonderful| on all the high authorities in Pekin and the
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Nevertheless, even worms com-
municate sufficiently to have and to ob- rived from Vancouver at 1 a.m., 88y that
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bee entering
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The major
in a hive is, of course,

Once more we| caused by the vibration more or less rapid-.

which the grassh
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Iy of the wings of the bees. But whoever

delicate machinery with
opper makes his chirp

wounld mot be surprised to find that the
gueen bee has also some peculiar contriv-

to deliver what may be

ecalle@ the royal speech on the one or two

a nice young great amd signal occasions of her exemp-

lary life.

has a number of vagaries in his head; e confine the subject

but in time he will get over them. What| it were imagined

f far to close a fancy 1
that sound was the only

than any office| way i which sgeech and intercourse may

among t

ese humble
Human beings naturally gather up that
jdea by living themselves in an atmosphere

creatures.

imo Review i8|of which they agitate the waves for ob-

rather severe on Joseph Martin, S. Perry | jects of mutual communication.
Mills and the other aspirants for the|tific bee or educat
attorney-generalship: “No, no, Mr. Smith
is too- honest a man to be amongst the

tances a face, a

No scien-
ed ant, if such creatures

were possible, seeing and hearing men and
women talk to each other would dream that
they could equally exchange thoughts by
making marks upon paper, or sen their
3y messages of love and business by seas and
candidates for the|lands through a quivering wire. Nay, Iif
report is to be believed, we are soon to be
evening. | 2ble to transmit at a flash, over long dis-

map, a plan, a picture,

hold a meeting at the Agricultural hall, ;‘;‘;‘,’,‘: paﬁes, o{ha;r:f%:_vgpa&eggeoi‘o:l;ragggi
tures, if they indeed could hear us speak,
would have no notion of how we make the

found that in|air waves into words, and still less grasp

Cowichan as well as in the farming dis- knowledge of any

raan intercburse, s

subtler form among .hu-
o it is not quite safe for

there are any| g, man to think and call all' these strange

number of men able to reply to his lec-| families of the sil
ture entitled “Theories.”
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WHY SO PALE AND WAN.

mar and dictionari

tures that live in

a
there

can’t win her, | the forests.

ent world alike dumb or

to despise them from being free of gram-

es. As a matter of fact,

it is obvious that some power of mutual
communication assuredly comes to all crea-

socleties. Nobody can

watch the flight of a flock of birds, the be-
havior of a head of cattle, or, lower down,
the marvellous accommodation for common
oxistence of the small creeping and flying
~things, . without pdrceiving that they know
each other’s minds in some way or other in
very satisfactory manner.
is, to begin with, a common lan-
guage—a lingua franca—of the fields and of

Evidently

All sportsmen know how the particular
cry of a frightened bird will put all the
rild animals on the alert who would other-

s s 1 $hi s wise quite disregard the bird’s ordinary
Quit, quit, for shame! this will not move,| ‘o0 ""And the evil

success with whieh

poachers can imitate the cries of love and

love, defiance from denizens of the woodlands

ulary which can
John Suckling. | truth, loving dogs

ficance attaching

men acrost the| Lo qorstand

In the inf
an’ Burmese;

change of ’im;

'an bazon with

antennae. When

ifikit, an’ if you friends or enemie:

‘to

the Kyber 'ma:

such as they,

the papers say,
Fuzzy knocked

Reform
A curious decree

Martinis, an’ it

prove that its inhabitants possess a voeab-

But who, in

and cats and such like

be stolen.

humble friends ever can doubt their high
intelligence and the strong and clear signi-

to certain among their

habitual utterances ? Even London e¢ab
and cart horses, though they cannot—fortu-
nately for some among us—speak, grow to
the few invariable words of

seas,
An’ some of ‘em was brave an’ some ?ll‘:;er;:‘t;lon which their drivers address to

erior orders of life there

are doubtless many other methods of inter-
lmost certainly there exists a
useful ltnguage of

ness perfectly well by touching

ants meet, a rapid pas-

mi%el of ]t‘!lx‘ese w;mderfl:)l orgm;lis gglkes, plaoe&
) . 3 gliding e rapiers above an ow; Aan
Yg‘;;:c;;sg°r§g§§g‘,sh;g}, Jeathen, but 8 | ipig quickly informs them Whether they be

s, which. is the nearest

respective road home, whether any food is
ge procured nigh at hand, and what is
the general news.in the formicatory world.
Truly, it would be more desirable to Jearn
what bees talk about rather than to dis-
cuss the problem whether they talk at all.
The views of bees upon the purposes and
colors of flowers, upon the moral duties of
frugality and loyalty, and as to the real
meaning and loveliness of a rose would be
well worth hearing. n ;
be assured, that the little things of the
world evade our knowledge as much and
are quite as marvellous as the largest and
highest.—London Telegraph.
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SON OF HEAVEN ‘DESPAIRS.
- Appeal of the Chinese Emperor for the

Of this much we may

of His Empire.
by the Emperor of China
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the necessities of
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ndition

more,
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For if you have lost more than us, you
crumpled up the square!

significant.
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sent resources of
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China at the present

uncture, and is of great length.

y saying that since the war with Japan a
great number of memorials, from officials of
all grades, recommeding what should be
en the empire and maintain
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ith ’Is coffin-eaded shield an’ shovel- con{n(tlrles arises these men who are so eager
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surrounded

rafty neigh-

es and combine to

they see that the

defences of the countg are neglected and
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et is small and in-
therefore,
the nation-
trouble is that the pre-
the country are insuffici-

the

when we let|Gant for the purpose, and deficiency In the
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exchequer seems to be very great. Lately
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cree did not attempt to dea with either of
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wards discovering the exact number of
dummy names on the rolls, and things
now are just as bad as before. When the
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the decree, and as far as
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| “At present there are many new es,
such as likin and the opium duties, yielding

Birds, Antsand| jarge sums, yet the ordinary expenses are

Beings.

not paid. This is due to extravagance.

Reference is made to the revenue in 1
and the expenditure in' those

whether or not| years, and a -recent memorial- is -quoted

Those best| from one of. the
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n particular it is said that the

president’s of the boards
that a
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they possess no means of intercourse.
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ceived humbler than the earthworm. Un-
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ject of that despised being, no one compre-| one from the other.}’ Furt!
hended the vastness of man’s debt to this| ages are adj
poor, ugly. trampled creature.
berless millions of that obscure tribe, none| diligently to attain the ends
the less, have created all the loam and all| is now striving for. Again, brave and capa-
the arable land of the whole globe, passing| ble officers are . to
through their bodies the fallen leaves and|and thel
decaying vegetable matter. and. by thelr
slnﬁle’ sphere of labor in this respect ren-
dering cultivation and harvests possible.
When we tread the worm we destroy an
agricultural laborer of the most- respect-
able class, To those eternal
spread toils of the creeping friend of men
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This is, of course, only an exam-| bee “published to his subjects.—London
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