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Special Committee Reports on
Causes Sending Some Boys to
the Reformatory.
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Another Kettle River Valley Pro-
ject Debated—Privileges of the
Law Society.

WEDNESDAY, April 20.

The house was in session from 2 o’clock
in the afternoon until five minutes
after 6 in the evening, and it was only
by a very narow margin of votes that
an adjournment was then obtaied. The
leader of the opposition protested against
the way the business of the house was
being prolonged and said that not only
opposition members but supporters of
the government were growing sick of it.
He argued that night sessions should be
held in order to close up the session as
soon as possible.

The most part of the afternoon was
spent in committee, and‘ the business
was principally of a routine nature.
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A report of the select committee ap-
pointed to inspect the provincial jail and
reformatory was submitted by Mr. Hig-
gins as follows:

“Mr. Speaker:—your special committee
of inspection on provincial jail and re-
formatory met at the jail this day. Pre-
sent: The Hon, D. W. Higgins, Major
Mutter, Messrs. Kidd and Stoddart.

“Mr. Helmcken, Q.C., being unavoid-
ably absent, Mr. Higgins was appointed
chairman, and Major Mutter secretary.

“The prison buildings were duly in-
spected, and the cells, rooms and yards
found to be clean and in order, reflecting
credit on the warden and his officers.

“The prisoners seemed to be usefully
employed, some in whitewashing the
various cells and passages, one picking
oakum (a cripple), two cooking. The
sick are duly cared for. The food was
of good quality and sufficient in quanti-
ty. A number of :the prisoners were en-
gaged planting /' potatoes under two
guards, and the wardén reported that
eight prisoners and one guard were em-
ployed at Government House.

“The matron attended us to the wo-
men’s cells, where are two prisoners,
who seemed usefully employed, this de-
partment being clean, tidy and in good
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liriits reduced. - ‘“The worden, Mr. John, then occom-
Ald. Williams gamed us to where the boys were con-
solicitor be in- ned under the charge of Mr. Hansen,

who explained the mode of education and
employment of the boys, of whom there
are six. We found the -building and
cells clean and jin good order. Lessons
are given by Mr. Hansen, and by the
doctor’s (the Hon. J. S. Helmcken) or-
ders four hours per day are devoted to
recreation.

“The commitee while satisfied that so
far as the buildings permit the boys are
comfortably lodged, are of opinion thata
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better result would be reached if t
boys were kept in some place away
from the jail, for although they do not
come in ‘touch with the adult prisoners,
the feeling or thouight of being associat-
ed with them in the public mind is bad,
and might have a prejudical effect on the
career of the boys.

“The commitee are of opinion that ¥
g:: “:]% %ossible to be alj;'%:ged, the ‘b;fys
. e much  better where. w " (G0

be taught, !arlﬁimr' including rough
carpentery, etc., and not, as at present,
where they have only bare or white-
washed high walls to look upon.

“They would recommend, in the mean-
time, that a shed be erected in the yard,
where the inmates could exercise. in
wet weather, and that it should be fitted
with ‘bars and a few necessaries for ath-
letic exercises. :

““The prison buildings would be‘the bet-

., ter for a coat of paint, and the portico at

‘the reformatory portion requires repairs

‘to the brick work. °

“The ‘roofs . of the buildings should,

* when practicable, be covered with slates
so as to limit the danger from fire, as it
would be a difficult if not an impossible

‘task ‘to overcome any fire breaking out

on the roof from the want of water.

‘““The committee desire -especially to
‘bring to your notice the d&anger at pre-
sent existing of youths who ‘are engaged
as messenger boys by the telegraphic

‘and other companies from the tempta-

‘tions to which they are unduly exposed

‘from the nature of their calling, and
from the ‘want of oversight which evi-
‘dently exists during the time they are
-employed in their ‘work, they being often
employed delivering messages to houses
‘where they are brought in contact with
‘scenes. which are bound to contaminate
‘them, at an age when they are peculiarly
susceptible to evil influences. .
“The committee would respectfully
suggest that it should be made unlaw-
Til to employ anyone not of full age to
deliver messages to such houses, especi-
ally after daylight. ¢

“The committee especially desire to

-emphasize this question of fhe contamin-
ation of youths who are employed as
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' e(r}: nyx?el:fch‘gs ‘messengers, and would urge on the gov-
more of their -ernment the necessity of rigid supervis-

ion of the messenger service, it appear-
‘ing ‘that three of the five boys now con-
fined in the reformatory for serious of-
fences were, until lately, in 'the_.en.lploy
-of the messenger company in this city.
¢ e committee would also respect-
' fully ‘bring before the govermment the ad-
visability of having the warders and
guards placed in uniform. |
* “The warden reported that he consid-
ered the religious instruction and ser-
vices imparted in the jail chapel had
proved of considerable benefit in many
cages.” ;
Mr. Sword was granted. permission to
dntroduce a bill intituled “The Indus-
trial Communities act,” which was read
a first time.
Mr. Semlin moved, seconded by the
*  member for Westminster OCity, that
a norder on this house be granted for a
return showing the number of voters on
the lists of the various electoral districts
and the nwmber of applications ‘to be
?il:dced on any of said lists to date. Car-

The mover said he would like to hear
from the government how soon the re-
turn would be brought down as they
would likely have to discuss the redistri-
bution bill to-merrow.

The Hon. Col. Baker sent for the re-
turn and it was brought down soon after
as follows, being eomplete up till the 8th
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August” into “80th June.”
bill was adopted.
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Hon. C. E. Pooley rose to defend
the debate was moved and carried.
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The report on the Revelstoke and Cas-
giar Railway bill was adopted with the

Sword to section 18: To strike out the
words after “complete” on line 33, down
to and including the word ‘“date,” on line
and inserting in' lieu thereof the
“the said sections within three
years from the.passage of this act;
vided, however, that should section one
be completed within the said time the
company shall have two years more in
which to complete sections 2, 3 and 4.”

To amend section 46 by changing *‘31st

The report on the Skeena River Rail-
way, Colonization and Exploration Co.

The house then went into committee
on the Downie Creek Railway Company

lie, promoter of the bill, moved an am-
endment to section 3, which would em-
the company to build either a

The Hon. ‘Attorney-General said. he
did not wish to stand in the way of the

was the proper time for such amend-
The house in considering the bill
so far had in mind a standard guage
road and had a narrow guage heen sug-
gested it might have made some differ-

would. not, however, oppose the amend-
ment as he believed that the country
was in need of a road and either kind
eople,
11 the
ssed and the commigtee rose.

outh East Kootenay Railway
Company bill was then considered in

section 17 was ‘reached the promoter,
Mr. Hume, offered an amendment, al-
lowing the road to run to a point within
half a mile of where the Kootenay river

ted to the amend-
ment, contending that it was calculated
to have the road run in the same direc-
tion as the Kettle River railway, which
had been killed. The object was clearly
to have the road rum to a point where
it could connect with an American line.
He moved that the chairman leave the

Messrs. Cotton and Hume, of the op-
position, wished to know why the hon.
gentleman wished to kill the whole bill
because one amendment did not suit him.
Walkem then moved an amend-
ment “that the road run to a point within
five miles of where the Kootenay river
'| crosse the boundary line.” After some
discussion the committee rose and re-
ported progress and were granted leave

The East Kootenay Valley Railway
bill was read a third time and passed.

The opposition were mot ready for a
discussion of the Redistribution bill,
it was laid over till to-morrow, when the

The house went into committee on the
he | Mineral Act Amendment bill, Mr. Wal-

endment was moved by Mr. Braden:

“Every person over, but not under,
eighteen years of age, and every joint
stock company, shall be entitled to all
the rights and privileges of a free min-
and shall be considered a free min-

alien shall bé* permitted.to vecord s min-

in accordance with the provisions of the
act regulating ‘the same, declared his
intention to become a British subject;
and no crown grant shall be issued upon
any mineral claim recorded after the

A minor who
iner shall, as re-
gards his mining property and liabili-
therewith,
A free miner’s
certificate issued to a joint stock com-
pany shall be issued in its corporate:
A free miner’s certificate shalll

endment was ruled out of order on the
ground ‘that it interferred with the rights

endmerrts the committee rose, .mporteu
progress and asked leave to sit again.
The Placer Act Amendment bjll was
considered in committee and reported,

Hon. 'Mr. Turner presented a message
from the Lieutenant-Governor introduc-
ing Bill No. 54, “an act respeeting ‘the
constrné¢tion of certain dyking works.”
It was considered in committee and on

The act to anmend the Dairy Associa-
tions ac¢t was considered in committee
and reported complete with amendments.
The Hon. Premier then moved that the
house~ on rising stand adjourned until

The "house went into committee on
Sword moved to add the following as a

case of any tramway company wunder-
‘taking ‘the conveyance 'of passengers,
sections 51 to 76, inclu‘ive, of the Brit-
ish Columbia Railway act shall apply.”
This was carried and the bill was Te-i

Mr. Benilin moved the second reading!
of the Legal Professions act. He said;
it was simply an act to make it a Tittle
easier for qualified barristers from oth-
er provinces in the Dominion to be ad-!
mitted to the practice of their profes-'

Mr. Williams opposed the bill, pointing’

dents were compelled to serve five years;
in the study of their profession before’
being admitted to the bar it would be!
a palpable injustice to make the admis-;
sion of outsiders any easier than it was
at present as it would give them an ad-

Mr. Wilkem made a warm reply to

that the
ad hedged
themselves in with barriers for their own
protection and with them when anyone
applied for admission the question was
not “How much do you know? but how|

matter how clever or capable a man

be thé law society would take
y the throat and hold him until he
had put in a certain amount of time.
The spirit of the times was against this
and if the legal practitioners of this
province could not hold their own on the
ground of ability the spirit of the times
1 commence
breaking down their unfair barriers and
continue until the whole business was

law society, when the adjournment of

The house then adjourned at 6-05 p.m.
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43 Very Severely Criticised by Sir

Charles Tupper in the Budget

157 Debate.
61
119

Charges of General Evasion, De-
nial and Repudiation of Pre-

Mr.
‘the Election Pledges.

Sir Chas. Tupper, following Sir Rich-
ard Cartwright in the budget debate,
said he thoroughly approved of the
change from the reciprocity clause to a
policy of preferential -trade towards
Great Britain, and of the attempt to
restore the West Indian trade to Can-
ada. In the face of Mr. Foster’s crush-
ing indictment of the government’s finan-
cial administration, and Sir Richard
Cartwright’s failure to meet it, he felt
there was no need for him to press the
argument home. The prosperity of the
country was due to causes to which the
government had not contributed, and
over which they had no contrel, but the
government had an inestimable advan-
tage in having on the opposition benches
gentlemen who were as anxious to pro-
mote the prosperity of the country out
of office as in it. When the Conserva-
tives were in power they were met by
a continued wail of despair from the
Liberals, but the present opposition
would pursue no such unpatriotic course,
(Applause.) .

OUGHT TO BE ASHAMED.

Replying to an interruption from Mr.
McGregor, Sir Charles denied that on
a celebrated occasion he changed from
a moderate tariff view to a protectionist
in the course of an afternoon. It was
true that he heard that Sir Richard
Cartwright was going to adopt protec-
tion, and Sir John Macdonald and him-
self, although they knew it would be to
the disadvantage of their party, deter-
mined to support the government. The
Minister of Trade and Commerce ought
to be ashamed to plead as an excuse for
increased expenditure the arangement
with the Drummond County Railway
Company. Taking into account both the
Drummond County and the G. T. R.
parts of the transaction, the action of
the Senate had saved the country a mil-
lion dollars/ at-least. By helping to
build the Quebec bridge the government
might have secured access to Montreal
on the same terms as the C. P. R. ran
on the Intercolonial railway from'St.
John to Halifax. “But I am afraid,”
said Sir Charles, ‘“that the government
had received the money and had to de-
liver the goods. They were fast bound to
Mr. Greenshields, and were slaves to be
delivered into his hands. I have consult-
ed the ablest and best railway men in
Canada, and they - say that for that
$770,000 you will not get one dollar of
traffic over the I. C. R. How can you
when it is known that from Montreal to
St. John by the Drummond County is
248 miles longer than it is by the L.C.R.?
Mr. Blair says he will compete with the
C. P. R. by making the longer haul at
the same rate.. But what does that
mean? It means that the expenses of
operating the road will have to come out
of - the consolidated fund, and instead of
‘this being a profitable business transac-
tion, it. is going to load us down, not
only with three-quarters of n,..'lmllion,
‘but with untold sums of money, in order
to retrieve the misfortunes that will fol-
low the government’s arramgements.”

FAVINGS BANK INTEREST.

Sir Charles condemned the- reduction
of ‘the savings bank interest as ‘“‘che of
those smart transactions ‘that the Fi-
nance Minister alone seems capable of,”
-antl went on to chaff Sir Wichard Cart-
wright for being kept in the background.

“I knew,” said Sir Charles, ‘“‘of lead-
ing men in the Liberal party who pledg-
-ed themselves solemnly that if they got
into power Sir Richard Cartwri ht
! should never occupy thq position of FKi-
nance Minister. Why did they do that?
TBecause the policy which tihe hon. gentle-
man propounded when he formerly held
the office of Finance Minister proved so
thoroughly disastrous to Canada that
1this country treated himn-as it would a
pestilence. (Opposition cheers, and min-
isterial “Oh, oh’s.”) “That. was the
reason why the hon. gentleman had to be
‘muzzled, and why his party dethroned,
‘him from the high position of Finance
Minister.” wear, Sir Charles
continued, the reciprocal clause was
placed upon the jourmals of the house,
‘he came to the conclusion that Sir Rich-
ard had -asserted himeelf, that he had
proved to be too much for men who sat
around him, and that he was taking a
sure and certain means of precuring for
Canadsa that free trade which the hon.
gentleman had declared to be so neces-
-sary for the country. i

A GREAT TUMBLE.

But Sir Richard had dropped from his
‘high estate, and had fallen so low as to
be the mouthpiece and protector of the
man who had swept ruthlessly aside a
:policy which Sir Richard had built up
during long years of public life. Sir
‘Richard had expressed fhe hope that the
time would never come when this gov-
ernment would have no better record to
show than that of the &arty who had
preceded it. What did the hon. gentle-
man mean by that statement? Was he
blind or deaf that he had not recognized
that again and again the electorate of
‘Canada had pronounced against the
Liberal policy as one that was ruinous to
‘the country, and in favor of the Liberal-
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and did, not only raise Canada from the
slangh of despond into which the Liber-
dls’had sunk it, but elevated it into such
a position that it became the envy of
the world. The Liberals were in power
now, not through any reversal of that
serrtiment on the part of the people, but
because of the accident, if an accident,
1 as Monsignor Bruchesi declared to an
imterviewer at New York, that the Lib-
erals of Manitoba combined with the
Liherdls of the Dominion, to raise up the
school -question, recognizing that only by
such means could the Conservative party
be displaced from power. {©Opposition
“Hear, ‘hears.”) It was an aet of black
ingratitude for Sir Richard Cartwright
to allude as he had done to the connec-
tion of the Conservatives with the
Crow’s Nest Pass agreement, in view of
what they had done for him. For years
Sir Richard denounced the C P, R., and
his party ‘made that denunciation a car-
dinal plank #n their platform. Despite:
these facts, however, the government
found themselves in a_position of bring-
ing 'down a policy in regard to the
Crow’s Nest Pass that was distasteful
to a lirge body of their supporters. Had
the Comservatives combined. with - the
opponents of the agreement on the gov-
ernment side they could have defeated
the measure. But instead of doing that
the opposition supported the agreement
with the C. P. R., because they knew
that the Minister of Railways had deter-
mined to build the railway as a govern-
ment line, which would have meant great
delay in its eonstruction and a doubling

stu-!
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‘Conservative policy as oune that would, ‘had not ‘heen able to reach the bar, but

duced to England, leaving a net increase

ment turned to Great Britain only after
it had received a rebuff from the United

down a pro-American tariff. He hoped
that the finance minister would circulate
his speech as widely as possible, for if

party who believed in the principles of
the party he would turn from that
speech with disgust.
show that in the interest of the United

the duty on corn.
duty on cornmneal, and had stricken down
the iron industry of Canada to help the
United States. It had almost strangled

lesser. Under the circumstances, t‘he re-
proach of having supported the Crow’s
Nest Pass agreement came with a bad
grace from Sir Richard Cartwright.
QUESTION OF EXPENDITURE.

As to the matter of expenditure, it
was not a_question of whether this gov-
ernment could administer the affairs of
the country on a smaller sum of money
than their predecessors. The fact was
that for years the Liberals had denounc-
ed the Conservatives for wasting the
public money, for expending an inordin-
ate sum in governing the country, and
had declared ‘n the most solemn manner,
on the hustings and on the floor of par-
liament, that if entrusted with power
they would reduce the expenditure to
a comparatively insignificant sum, Had
the government carried out that pledge?
No, they stood convicted, by the esti-
mates they had brought down year after
year, of having played upon the credul-
ity of the people in making statements
which they knew had no foundation in
fact. That was the challenge the goy-
ernment had got to answer. It was vain
to talk of the. estimates of 1896 and
other estimates that were never brougl}t
down. No one krew better than Sir
Richard Cartwright that until estimates
had passed couanci] and received the im-
primatur of the Governor-General no
impottance could be attached to them.
Before that stage was reached estimates
might be reduced 50 or 75 per cent., or
rejected altogether. But perhaps this
government had the idea that the Privy
Council could carry out their own sweet
will in regard to the public expenditure,
irrespective” of  the Governor-General,
and he did not blame them for it. There
was a very recent example of the gov-
ernment’s repudiation of the Governor-
General. In his speech at the National
Club, Toronto, His Excellqncy.attacked
the position of the opposition in regard
to preferential trade, and took the
ground that there should be no counter-
vailing duties with reference to the West
Indian trade. Yet the Finance Minister
of Canada had just announced a policy
of countervailing duties in favor of trade
from the West Indies, and claimed to
have the approwal of His Excellency in
so doing. Who had changed his mind?
Had the Governor-General become a con-
vert to the doctrine of countervailing
duties, and abarddoned the great cardinal
principle of the free traders of Englamj,
or had the government changed their
position? ’

" MR. FIELDING INTERRUPTS.

Mr. Fielding interrupted the leader of
the- opposition in order to say that he
could show the hon. gentleman a case
where it was promised that certain
moneys, not included in the estimates
sanctioned by the Governor-General and
laid before the house should be ex-
ended. - ’
r Sir Charles Tupper replied that he was
aware of the fact. Mr. Blair had, with-
out the consent of His Egcellency _and
on the obcasion of an election, promised
to include in the estimates certain ex-
penditures in connection with the Trent
Valley”canal.
Mr. Fielding—My rgemlce was to the
hon. gentleman himself.
SirgCharles Tupper—Quite so; but the
hon. gentleman need not go so far afield.
He has a case at home, yvl_:ere a certain
letter, signed by the Minister of Riil-
ways, was sent to Mr. Biggar, declaring
that a larger expenditare would be made
on the Trent Valley eamal. ' I am not sur-
prised under all the dircumstances that
hon. gentlemen opposite have concluded
that Governors-Gemeral hav® become a
little obsolete,, and ‘there is not_much
necessity for pawyimg any attention to
what they say-one way or the other. *

A DENUNCIATION IN 188?- T,
Sir Charles then recalled a vigorous
denuncigtion  uttered by - Sir Richard
Cartwright im 1889 against the expendi-
tures upon eivil :government, the main-
tenance of Rideau hall, and pensions
and superannustions. ‘What had the
hon. gentleman done, to remedy the state
of affairs of which he complained? Here
were the facdts. In the estimates now be-
fore the house the sum of $1,416,438 was
asked for civil government, as against
$1,316,000 under Conservative rule. In
the same estimate $424,000 was set apart
for maiwmtenance. repairs, etc., of Rideau
hall, as mgdinst $300,000 spent by the
Conservafivés. In pensions and super-
annuatiens the ‘government proposed to
expend $434,000, as against $430,(_)00.
In the budget debate of 1896, Sir Rich-
ard Cartwright denounced an:'expendi-
ture . .of . *$38,300,000 as unjustifiable.
What steps had he taken to reduce that?
Mr. Foster had enlightened the house in
that megard. The trade policy had been
nine moiths in course of incubation. It
was commanded that we must not wor-
ship aenything that is the likeness of
anything:in neaven or on earth. It would
be therefore no sin to worship the gov-
ermment’s tariff policy, as it was the like-
ness of nothing in either place. The tar-
iff of last year admitted at the minimum
rate fthe goods of any country whose
tariff was favorable to us. The govern-
ment stated that it had examined all the
tariffs of the world, and that only that of
Great Britain would be entitled to the
benefits of the preference. This ereated
quite a furore in England, but it had not
taken the people long to find out that
they had been grossly deceived. The po-
licy brought down a year ago was as un-
like the policy of to-day as black is unlike
white. Who knows what the policy of
this government will be for an hour?
Last session the government had been
warned that it must reckon with the
German and Belgian treaties. It had
laughed ‘the idea to scorn. He (Sir
Chardes) had declared that the resolu-
tions were unconstitutional and illegal.
The government had now. learned from
the law -officers of the crown that he was
right, "The Minister of Trade and Com-
merce was yet not converted to that
view. He understood that Sir Richard
Cartwright had studied law, although he

he now 'held his opinion to be bétter than
that of the law officers of the crown. In
that Sir Richard was alone.

‘GROSS DECEPTION.
Regarding the tariff as brought down
last sesion, he charged Mr. Fielding with
the grossest deception. The government
had deelared that it proposed to reduce
the duties to Great Britain. But before
doing so it 'had increased the duties on
many important items, so that as re-
gards many important items the tariff
with the reduction of 1214 per cent. was
higher than it had ever been before. Sir
Charles enumerated many items, includ-
ing colored eottons, flax, hemp, and jute,
fabrics of wool, carpets, etc.,, on which
the tariff was raised before it was re-

of from 5 of 1 per cent. to 114 per cent.

It appeared from Sir Richard Cart-
wright’s speech to-day that the govern-

States. - Yet it had actually  brought

there was an honest man in the Liberal

He proceeded to

W&ates the government had abolished
It had reduced the

of .the cost of working and operating it.
The opposition had before them the
chojce of two evils, and they chose the-

the iron industry and compelled a reduc-
iron industry.

tion of wages to every employe in the

had sneeringly referred to the question
of preferential trade. Was his leader de-
likerately misleading the people of Can-
ada when he announced in London, On-
tario, that this question would be pressed
to an issue? With great emphasis and
deliberation, Sir Charles announced that
he could come to but one conclusion,
and that was that Sir Wilfrid Laurier
when he left for England had pledged
himself to defeat this policy of preferen-
tial trade that was calculated to injure
the interests of the agricultural classes
in the United States. Why was every
paper in the United States praying for
the success of the Liberal party in the
last elections? While in England the
Premier had done everything to prevent
preferential trade, even to the accept-
ance of the Cobden medal.
“MEDAL EPISODE EXPLAINED.
Hon. Mr. Dobell interrupted for the
purpose of explaining the circumstances
under which Sir Wilfrid received the
medal. At the dinner at which the med-
al was bestowed, the question was dis-
cussed as o whether it was expedient
to change the fiscal policy of Great
Britain in view of the fact that the
colonies were willing to give a preference
to England.
jority of one that it would be expedient
to make the change, and therefore it
was quite proper for Sir Wilfrid to ac-
cept the medal. |
. Sir Charles Tupper said it was most
interesting to hear about what trans-
pired at that celebrated dinner. That
Cobden medal, he added, was bestowed
on Sir Wilfrid upon the deciaration that
the policy of the government of Canada
was to enter into reciprocal relations
with all the world. No mention was
made of discriminating against Belgium
or G_erm_any, and nothing about diserim-
ination in’favor of England. Was dis-
crimination part of free trade policy? In
the face of the government’s actions
how could Sir Wilfrid retain that medal
for a single hour? Continuing, with
warmth and vigor, Sir Charles said
he regretted that the government had
been so forgetful of its pledges in this
matter of preferential trade, because he
considered it the greatest scheme ever
proposed to help the cause of imperial
unity. It would form a common bond of
self-inferest that could not be broken.
More .than that, if a corresponding ad-
vantage had been asked for Canada in
the markets of Great Britain, he was
convinced th1t it would have been grant-
ed in the Jubilee year,

SUGAR DUTIES.

) T.aking. up the question of the sugar
duties, Sir Charles said that Mr. Field-
ing had announced the policy that Can-
ada must come to the rescue of the
West Indian islands, because England
was unable to take care of them. %’Vhy
did the finance minister not heed his
warning last year, that the tariff would
destroy trade with the West Indies?

Mr. Fielding—What does the hon. gen-
tleman mean?

S}r Charles Tupper—I mean that the
tariff of _lnst_session gave the final blow.
Mr. Fieldiag—There is no foundation
for the hon. gentleman’s statement.

Slr_ Charles Tupper proceeded to char-
acterise it as another attempt at the most
transparent pizce of delusion with ref-
erence to British interests that ever
found a place in a Canadian budget. Did
the hon. gentleman mean to say that
England had sunk to the position that
she required to be grandmothered by the
Dominion of Canada? (Opposition
lau_ghper.) There was only one way of
relieving the West Indies, and that was
by means of countervailing duties. Such
a pghcy_ would at once rescue the West
Indian _islands out of all their difficul-
ties. But countervailing duties would
interfere with England’s policy of free
trade, andconsequently it was left for
Canada to propose something that Eng-
land could not adopt. But Mr.. Fielding
must not pretend that England had any-
thing to do with this West Indian pol-
icy. It was an attempt on the minis-
ter’s part to retrieve this position, the
merchants in Halifax who trade with
the West Indies having given him the
cold shoulder on account of the tariff
last session which struck a fatal blow
at their interests. .

Mr. Fielding—I never heard of it.
_Slr_Gharles Tupper said that if Mr.
Fielding had not heard of it, he was the
only _persen in Halifax who had not.
Continuing, Sir Charles referred to the
threat held out against the manufac-
turers by Mr. Fielding as a most un-
blushing and shameless declaratidn, and
said the records of parliamentary govern-
ment in every country might be search-
ed in vain to find a parallel to it. He did
not wonder at Mr. Chamberlain’s grati-
fication at- the recent attitude of the
government, in view of the disloyal
course ﬁgt the }iberatledleaders when in
opposition, and quo a conversation
which took place between the late Sir
John ‘Maedonald and Sir Charles him-
self, when the latter expressed the opin-
ion that all that was needed to convert
the Liberals into blatant loyalists was
for them to get into office. That pre-
diction had been amply verified. He clos-
ed by prophesying that ere long the gov-
ernment would be pronounced unworthy
of the popular coenfidence by reason of
having broken the numeérous pledges
they had made.

Mr. Paterson moved the adjournment
-of: ltléeﬂf)iebate, and the house adjourned
a
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ALASKA MAILS,

Washington Calls for Tenders for a
Service Combining ‘“‘Celerity,
Certainty and Security.”

The postoffice department at Washing-
ton has issued a call for sealed proposals
for carrying the mails from Juneau, Al-
aska, by Orea, on Prince William Sound,
to Weare, near the mouth of the Tanana

river and back, two round trips each
month, from Oect. 1, 1898, to June 30,
1902, by a seaedule satisfactory to the

department. Bids will be received until
4 p.m., May 11, 1898, at Washington
City. The service between Juneau and

Orca, about 600 miles—the government
not knowing accurately—to be perform-
ed in safe and suitable steamboats and
to include all classes of mail. The ser-
vice between Orca and Weare—about
500 miles—to be given with “celerity,
certainty and security,” and to include
letter mail only.

Bidders are expected to state what part
of the annual pay is to be for steambeat
service and what part is to be for the
star service between Orca and Weare,
The contractor for this route will be re-
quired to provide himself with supply
stations, boats, dog  teams,  reindeer,
drivers, carriers, supplies and equip-
ments.as well as to insure the regular
performance of the service at all seasons
of the year. e
Bidders are required to submit a de-
tailed statement as'to the number of sup-
ply stations and the extent of other
equipments proposed, the mode of con-
veyance which he proposes to employ
between Orea and Weare, length of time
each way, both between Juneau and
Orca, and the latter place and Weare,
which he proposes to consume in making
g th

- Bonds with sureties in- the sum of
$80,000 will be required of each bidder,
and the accepted bidder will be required
to execute a contract in the form of
prescribing by, and with sureties satis-
factory to, the postmaster gemeral. Pro-
posals should he addressed to, the office

It was decided by a ma- |

ILEGISLAT@SSEMBLY

Urgeney of Yukon Railway Pro-
position Discussed on a Motion
to Adjourn.
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Dominion Government to Have
Another Opportunity of Deal-
ing with Alien Labor Bill. §

=
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THURSDAY, April 22,

The dullness which for the past few
days has characterized the proceedings
of the legislative assembly was dispelled
at the commencement of the session of
to-day by a motion which caused an in-
teresting and spirited debate in which
rearly all the orators of the house took
part.

The Speaker as usual took the chair
at 2 o’clock and proceedings were open-
ed with prayers offered by Rev. Per-
cival Jenns.

Mr. Semlin moved that the house ad-
journ, this motion being to afford oppor-
tunity to consider the proposed construc-
tion of a railway from Glenora to Teslin
lake. He said it was a matter of great
interest that prompt communication be
had with that part of the country. The
Dominion government fairly understood
their position in the matter. They had
acknowledged that the work was theirs:

and it was very necessary that the Brit-
ish Columbi® government should urge
upon them at once the necessity of ful-
filling their duty. That the Dominion
government had not succeeded in one
attempt was no good reason why they
should not make another, by taking the
question up in some other form. They
were receiving large revenues from the
country, in fact nearly all the benefit.
The people of Manitoba and the North-
west Teritories would profit from the
building of -the road as would also the
country further east. The Dominion
government should be memoralized at
once to go on with the work. Mr. Semlin
said he understood that the provincial
government had informed the Dominion
government that they were willing to
assist in the work.

Hon. Mr. Turner said it was always im
order to move the adjournment of the
house, but this motion had been sprung-
and was calculated to take the members:
of the government side of the house at a
disadvantage. In matters of such im-
portance as this it would have been only
courtesy on the part of the leader bf the-
opposition to have given the leader of"
the government some notice of his inten-
tion. TRe hon. gentleman was always
very particular himself that he should Be-~
approached and informed of the inten--
tion of the government in every impor--
tant matter, and there never was a ques-
tion of importance on which this cour-
tesy was extend to him. If the hon.
gentleman was acquainted with ordinary
legislative courtesy he should have ap-
proached the government before making
his motion. ;
Going into the matter of the railway,.
the Premier said that it was the
urgent desire of the government that the-
construction of a road from Glenora to
Teslin be' commenced immediately. It
yas one of the most urgent matters that
\ad come up since he had been in the
house. The government was fully alive
to the situation. They had endeavored
to impress the Dominion government
with the necessity of the work and their-
duty in the matter, but had met with
indifferent success. It had now come to
this point: The Dominion government
were not prepared to go on with the-
work this year and the British Columbia:
government was compelled to take it up
to save the life of the province. AIlEF
petty-fogging ought to be dropped. A
great question had to be faced and a
work had to be carried out which would
not only benefit British Columbia but
the Dominion at large.

Mr. Semlin said he had not intended
any discourtesy, nor did he wish to take
any advantage of the government. The

matter must have been before their at-
tention for some time past, "
Mr. Cotton said he had thought that
the bringing up of the question would
have the effect of inciting the govern-
ment to take the house into ‘its con-
fidence, but instead what was the result?
Merely a personal attack on the leader:
of the opposition by the Premier. " L
. The Hon. Mr. Turner disclaimed hav-: .
ing made a personal attack on'the leaa]er"
of the opposition. T
Mr. Cotton went on to ecriticize the
government for not bringing the matter-
before the house long ago. He said it .
was admitted on all hands that it was
not a_provincial government matter. The~
hon. leader of the government had said
that if the Dominion government did net*
build the road the provincial would. This 4
sounded very heroic, but it could be done’ (B8 X
without the assistance of the Dominiom:
government. The importance of this
road to British Columbia over the other
provinces had been very much exagger-
ated. Montreal, Toronto, and otherr
castern cities were equally interested’
with Vancouver and Victoria. It was:
now time for the opposition to ask if the-.
government intended to do anything. Iir
would not do to sit still nor to say to the~.
Dominion government “If you don’t
move we will,” for then the federal gov- -
ernment would most likely leave it alone.
There was only one thing to do and that
was for the gposition ahd government
to stand together and demand that theé
Dominion government should do its duty.
Mr. Cotton referred to the monopoly
which the C. P. R. once held in Mx::ﬁ—
toba and related how the people by
standing together won their end. They
did not say if the_ Dominion government
does mnot do this  we will, but they
showed the Dominion that they would
be resisted no longer. British Columbia:
thad a stronger ‘ecase than Manitoba
because the whole Dominion was inter-.
ested. If the government were really’
desirous of securing provincial rights -
they would haveb rought the matter be- .
fore the house weeks ago and the mem-
bers would then know where they stood.
But no, the house was not taken into the-
eon_ﬁdgnce of the government, whose ne-
gotiations with the ministry at Ottawa
were printed in newspapers before they
were told to the house'gs witness a tele--
gram which had appeared in the Times-
last evening, The opposition was quite-
prepared to strengthen the hand of the
government and go to Ottawa as one-
man and find out what the government:
th%re inéex}de}r}l io do. 3%

on. Col. Baker said he was very sor-
ry that the hon. gentleman who hag just:
sat down had allowed his party tactics’
to interfere in this question. He had-
made the accusation that the govern-
ment had not taken the house into its-
confidence. If he attached so much im-
portance to this, why did he not call the-
attention of the government to the fact
hefore? In the meantime the government
had been urging the ministry at Ottawa.
to take a fair share in the work, and no-
one knew better than the lon. gentleman-
that the Don.linion government would” r
not do anything. en the Dominion-
government refuses to do its duty it is
then the duty of the government of the-

The minister of finance

of ]the second assistant postmaster gen-
eral. .
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province to step forward and say “We-
will not allow the interests of the prov--
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