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CHAPTER XXVIL

‘wrhe-ehild is looking better already,”
remafked Lady Marcia to the earl, on
thé second 'day; after: their arrival in
Florence. “How ' distasteful - Lord
Stanhope must be to her—what & ter:
yikie rate for 6iF aarling to be iinked
to 4 man that she ¢af fAever love!”

“The Hiwoods are Refé’ interrupt-
ed thé eari, ugnd witl B8 Bure to search
us out. Lady Elwobd is an old frjend
of yours Marcia,
Captain Fredérick, arfived yesterday.
I have not seeh the boy since he wore

kiickéfbockers. We really ought to

call upon them. They are staylng at
thé Hotel Angelo.” .

nwa will d6 eo,” deélared Lady
Marcia. “How fortunate that the au-
tiifinh weather contindés 86 watrfi and

{ovely! I will 6fder & carrigge for |

thtee o'clock, Bdward.”

Hhe earl folded ip his newSpdper
hastily, and escaped from thé roém.
He @readed to be dlone Wwith his sis-
.ter, her quéstioning had beén 86 per-
tinacious of late, and he felt that he
wéiild rather die than she should
know fhe truth.

Relieved of the presence of Lord
Oécil, Lady Gladys had become bright-
ef, and more cheerful. There was 80
miich to see and to admire in Flor-
afice, with its blue mountains, its
colossal statues, its
avenues, its waterfalls and grottos.
What grand reflections of thé old and
thé new WoOrld! what tragie mmorm
~ are revived by its towers, its doines,
{té' éon ents ard lovely Arno gliding
througlr its ahcient Bridges.

Of these things was Gladys think-
ing when Lady Marc.a walked 6fito
the plazza, where the girl was seat-
ed, gazing with dreaming eyes into
™e past.

“My dear,” she said, nbruptly, s ¢
am not going to let you g6 a-dreaming
again. It is not good for you.”

*] am happier te-day than I have
_heen for weeks, auntie” Gladys ré-
plied, with a faint smile.

“Yes, and it is all owing to the de-
paftire of the man to whom you are
engaged to be married. I can 8ee it
¢learly enough, and am detérmined to
know why the earl is ififatuated Wwith
tiord Cecil Stanhope.”

“pPleage do not bother papa; aun«
tie,” Gladys pleaded, her eyes fiull of
pain "1’ am pleasing myself—indeed
Iam’

“T cannot believe it, and 1 hm a
right to be told everything. But for
that abominable neuralgia that pros-
trated me for two weeks, this trouble
might never have beén! I cannot be-
lieveé that you are sacrificing yourself
simply because you odnnot MArry the
man you -love. It is absurd!” v

Lady Marcia would have said more,
but for the look of pleading In
Gladys’ troubled eyes, but for the
quivering of her lips; then her ténder
héart reproached her, and she kissed
her niece almost hysterically.
“Forgive me, dear,” shé whispered,
presently. “But 1 caniiot help seeing

that there is something very wrong
—-something very mystérious about

this -marriage. My brother, the earl,
will not tell me one woérd, although
his face betrays some inward agony.
Until now, he has confided everything
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benefit.

to me, ffom the hour that he first got
int6 scrapés at dollege; and when I
might help him-=might Help you, dar-
lifig=1 am theated like & ebild=-I am
kept in the dark. Am I to mﬁa by
passively, and see you made eternally
unhappy-—you whom I love . better
than afiy human being? There! I will
1ét the matter lie at presént, but I
must know what bohd thefe i8 be-
tween the earl and Lord Cecil before
my return. to the abbey!”

Gladys shuddered. If sheé had re-
plied, “I will tell you what it is, aun-
tie. My father killed your lover, the
man for whom you have mourned and
waited, more than twénty years! My
father killéd him, and you will never
see him again! This 18 the bond that
binds’ him to Lerd €ecil;: that binds
me Lord Gecil; to save my father
from & convict’s cell!” -
if she had replied in this manner
to Lady Marcia, what woiild have
Béen the rennlt"! She tried to pléture
Lady Marcia's horror; and shivered.
No, it would never do for hér aunt
to Know one word of this awfal truth,
né6t one word.

“1.ady Biwood and her son arrlved
in Florefice yestérday'" ¢ontinued
Lady Mareia. “We must oall upon
them after lunch. I have ordered &
carriage for three o'clock.”

- “1 think I remember Lady Hlwood,”
observed Gladys. “She visited the
abbey when I-was a child. I remember
that she was & sweét-faced lady with
silvery white hair.”.

“Yes, Her husband was a4 Soldier.
Slie wefit to India with hjm, where he
dted. I do ot think that she has been
back very long, and she wiii be glad
to see old friends. I HAVE never seed

that he is Ner only child, and that she
is very proud of him.”

Gladys did not feel any-interest in
Captain Maderick, bt m ulud ian-
guldly: :

“Ia the son & -oklm, mof" g
“Yes, aid Tas alrendy’ distinguish-

‘odhlmoelrm Hgypt, the papérs 8ay.
He is invalided Nome, havifig Io'l}

morely mndod."
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"m some_correspondencs to at-|

het son, Csptain Frederick. ‘I know

| 1n the, attérnoon Lady Marels sad}
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and - Frederick s recovering aoi
e vm( thét nedrly :lve “Rith
uctk" ‘ =
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aph, don't trouble about thst. now,
‘mothier mine” ‘e wmiled, -

well the bedt way they can.”

with all & fond méthers pride, “n
treats it 86 lghtly, and his life wau
despaired of for wedks.”
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fotice t6 leave their farms, whereoni
they had been born. Colliis would not
renew their leases, and was carrying
matters with & high hand. The tenant8
appealed to the earl to see them
fighted. Some of them; with their an~
¢estors, had cultivated thé land fof
two centuries. They had as much
moral right to it as the earl himself.
I& was & part of their very existence.
it was worse thah tearing the souls
from their bodies to tufn thém out of
the homes that they had i6ved so well.

“I cannot endure it,” Lord Howard
groaned. “Bettér mdke the one bold
plungé, and fade the worst!”™

But he theught of his ¢hild, and
wrote back to Collins, begging of him
t6 be kind to the old farmers and

that he could get bettér tefidnts, and
that it was his8 duty to improve the
estate. My 16¥d was powerleas, but he
found comfort in the knowledge that
none of thé noticés would éxpire for
gix months, and something might
happen in thé meantime, Péfhaps Col-
lins would relent. It 'was a dreadful
position for thé Warl ¢f Bwinford.

Both Lady Elwood and her son
were in when Lady Mardia called at
| their hotel, and Gladys found hérself
being introddced to & tall, indolent-
looking youhg fellow whoseé dark eyes
at orice expresséd the admiration he
felt for the éarl’s daughter.

Captain Frederick Elwood was a
handsome fellow, bit ho one would
have thought him capable of daring,
heroi¢ deeds, he seemed so stow and
lagy: He drawled in his speech, and
yawned behind his hand in & way that
was almost amusing. W L

#f am-so glad that you have coms,
dear,” Lady .Elwood isaid to her
friend. “1 Had no idea that you Wwere
in Florence, and we came here be+
dause our physician advised it. We
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their childrén. Collins only freplied

Lady Gladys.

“1 observe that he has w
himself fof bravéery and cobdiness ib

aotion,” sald Lady Mareia. “f saw it

| i this morning’s papen” . .

“ 4By Jove! I wonder if I-could sue
these Italian publishers for = libeii”
muttered Captain Frederiak, "l detest
theSe néwspaper men, Lady Gladye.
Their 168 are never to be depended
mn e
Gladys -could not Fealst a laugn at
hi§ comical expressioh:
“His last woumd,” coatinued Lady
Hiwood, “was & most comiplicated af=
faif. He réscueéd his colonel’s daugh-
téf from ‘= marauding tigeéF, and Was
bitten several times in the shouider,
while a cowardly native séfvant 66
168t control of himself that he added
to Frederick’s trouble by shoéting him
in mistake.”
“Beastly nuisance!” supplemented
Oaptain_Frederick. “No romaneés to
follow, you know, Lady Gladys! The’
colonel’s daughter (s only three years
of age, and I can’t expect her to fall
in love with me!”
Again Gladys laughed,
goldier looked »6 rueful.
The dider iadies were soon busy
making plans for the future, and Lady
Blwood ' became very fond of Gladys
pefore many days had passed. .
(To be continued.)
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WHY THEY WENT UP THE HILL

The story of Jack and Jill Wwhe
weént up the hill to fetch a pail of
water comes from the old Seandinav-
fan fairy tale of thie childreg Hjuki
afd Hill, who were caught Up by
Mani—that 18 the moon-—&s they
were taking water from thé well Byr-
gir,

They can still be seen-in the moon,
if you look ,carefully for theth, cars
rying the bucket oh a pole betweén
them.

Judging from the iilustrations 1o
fhe earlier printed editions of the
rhyme, it refefs sometimes to & b6y
atid a girl, sometimes to two boys.
Ofie of the earliest versions, publish-
ed in 1783, reads as follows:—

Jack and Gill went up the hill -

To fetch a bottle of water ;

Jack fell down and broke hlﬂ erown
Afid 'Gill came tumbling

Lateér  collections have “Jlll" nd
“PB." ” .

Jack and Gill were commonly tsed
to mean any boy and girl in early

{tion of mental Sefvice attaching to

both names, for weé find a daughter,

who wanted her own way, declaring
in an old ’WL—-

1 won't be miy fath

1 won't beé rother'u

1 will be uZI

Arul hm nwc wlm; 1 iml.

 numoredly. “Hundreds of tellows get | =2
wounded, you know, ndnuq.u. :

“You §es,” Lady Biwood lu\hvm. :
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Tom's  little llmr had been to
Sunday Schoel, and came home full

awfully strodg because he didn't get
his hair out” :
,Tommy, jéalous of her prominence
in- the family limelight, tried to trip
her iup with questions on minor pointé
but she was &qual to the occasion.

In despération Be shot his last bolt:

“You don’t know what Samson’s
father’s name was, do you?”

‘TThére Was hmlly & moment’s hesit=
ation.

“Why, Sam, ot cOurse"' she said
Mumpnntly
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