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FIRE AND SWORD :
A STORY OF THE MASSACRE OF
GLENCOE.

CHAPTER X.
THE SERGEANT'S MALICE FOILED.

When Maleolm arose from sleep on
the following morning the incident of
the previous evening was fresh in his
mind, and the simple requirements of
the Sergeant’s challengé immediately oc-
cupied his attention.

An ordinary broadsword which hung
above his bed was taken down and ex-
amined.

‘It was a weighty and somewhat coarse
but trusty weapon, well suited for either
attack or defence when wielded by a
strong arm.

But it was chosen in preference to a
lighter and finer blade because of its re-
sisting powers, as Malcolm had early re-
solved to disarm his opponent, and then
hand him back his life. He felt he had
confidence in himself and his ability to
bring the swaggering Sergeant to his
knees without either taking or receiving
a single cut. In reasoning thus he had
not calculated on the deep craft of his
opponent, which was to outwit him in a
way he had not anticipated.

He had resolved, immediatsly he was
aware of the nature of the Sergeant's
note of challenge, not to inform Helen
Cameron of its contents, well knowing
that she would strive to confute his ac-
ceptance of it, and all that day he stud-
iously avoided the locality, of the farm
at the Crags.

The place of assiguation named by the
Sergeant was at the head of a wild, rug-
ged, and secluded gully, situated mid-
way in the Glen, and known as the “De-
vil's Staircase.”

Full of a brave, if unwise, determina-
tion to meet and put to proof the Ser-
geant’s reckless challenge, Malcolm sat
early out, and arriving at the spot,found
his opponent pacing up and down in mo-
mentary expectation of his arrival.

““What ! unarmed ?” questioned the
Sergeant, failing to notice the short
sword secreted under the young High-
lander’s plaid.

Throwing back a fold of his plaid Mal-
colm touched the hilt of the weapon sig-
nificantly in answer to the question.

“Foliew me,” said the Sergeant, and,
turning about, he strode northward for
a considerable way along the cloven base
of an impending parapet of hill.

In perfect silence they strode on, not
a word was spaken by either party.

It was a fine evening early in Septom-
ber, and the gay gloaming was settling
quickly down on the hillsa. The lordly
eagle had sought his lonely eyrie on the
rocky face of the mountain, and only a
solitary hawk, or rather a golden plover,
stirred the air with a passing wing.

Following up several paces in the rear
Maleolm had thus ample time and .p-
pertunity to note the gait and exterior
of the Sergeant,

' That he was a wan of very consider-
able bodily strength was evident at a
glance. The deep chest*and square
shoulders which showed well under the |
gray wuilitary clouk he wore, foretoken
the possession of great physical strength
and endurance, and the natural swawger |
of the walk betrayed the sclf cnnscinus;
pride and high passion of the man. {
Malcolm weiched his chance

ground ; on the other, a dark tarn or
hill “‘lochan” lay within a few yaras of
them. Not a sound was anywhere stir-
ring, and the hills around, with the grey
gloaming settling over them, looked as
statuesque and as dumbly silent as the
draped gods of ancient sculpture.

Once or twice Mslcolm noticed, al-
most accidentally, the sulien eye of his
opponent casting furtive glances towards
the coppice ridge, and a slizht stirring
behind the bushes soinewhere moment-
arily arrested his attention.

“Only a startled leveret,” remarked
the Sorgeant assuringly, noticing Mal-
colm’s observation of it. “‘One does
feel unduly nervous on *an occasion of
this sort—rather,” aud as he spoke he
unsheathed a long bright-polished blade.
‘‘Ready 7"’

‘““An hour agu,” retorted Malcolm,
white with suppressed passivn at the
Sergeant’s sneering words.

“‘Then let us measure swo ds. I rath-
er think I have the advantage of vou in
length,” and he extended his hand for
Malcolm’s weapon.

“I accept the difference, Sergeant.
Pray guard yourself.

‘“Nay, but I insist on fair play, or no
play atall. Let us fairly measure weoa-

pons.”

Involuntary and without the suspicion
of possible duplicity Malcolm handed his
epponent his sword, who stepped back a
yard or two, and suddemly and with
great foroe of arm flung it sheer into the
middle of the small loch to the right.

‘‘Dastard !” exclaimed Malcolm, mak-
ing a rush towards the Sergeant, whe
suddenly drew a pistol ~n him and
checked his precipitancy.

Immediately, as by concerted signal,
two men —one of whom was rudely mask-
od—dashed out from theirplaceeof hiding
behind the coppuo and rushed towards
him.

The action was so sudden and unex-
pected that Malcolm stuod paralysed for
the moment, but was recalled to action
by the unscrupulous Sergeant snapping
his pistol at him, which fortunltely mis-
sed fire.

In another moment the Sergeant’s two
accomplices were on him, and dashing
sside the mask from the face of the first,
he discovered him to be the Red Hug-
hie !

““Wretch ! cried Malccim,andsnatch-
ing from him a small dirk, he buried it
to the hilt in a fleshy part of the should-
er, then dashing him on the heath, he
escaped the second man, and fled the
spot.

Crack ! went the Sergeant's pistol
after him, and he hoard the ball whistle
over his uncovered Lead.

A few deer-like bounds, and the athle-

tic young Highlander was presently a
considerable way in advance of his pur-
suers.
Unarmed as he was, it was maduess,
he knew, to stand and confront them,
yet he wished, and almost resolved to do
8o. If he had only had posseasion of his
good broadsword, or had even retained
the small dirk which he had driven deep
into the Red Hughie's flesh ! But he
was entirely defenceless, and had to pru-
dently curb the daring wish.

Reaching the crest of a piece of raisiny
ground, he looked back on his pursaers

|
and found that they had given uop the!

{
| chase.

Screening himself  frone absevvetion,
he was able to take note of their prozed-
ure,

l
leturning to their fallen comipanion, |

may yet have revenge. If the old fox
M'Ian remains recusant to the last, then
I am safe from revenge. Ha! who's
here ?”

‘“Villain !” exclaiined Malcolm, spring-
ing from concealinent, ‘“We are equal
now,” and he snatched the Sergeant's
sword from its sheath and brandished it
over him as he spoke.

‘‘Nay, I am defenceless,” whined the
other, extending his hands towards his
accuser in a halt-reproving, half-suppli-
cating manner.

‘“Were justice done I should run this
blade through your dastard hody ; and
had I my own weapon 1 would force you
te defend your miserable life.« But go
(thrusting him from him), and I shall re-
tain this weapon until you or your cow-
ardly accomplices fish my own out of the
waters of loch.  “*Go !” and he directed
the crestfallen Sergeant from the spot
at the point of the sword.

‘““We will meet again,” he scowled as
he tnrned to leave the ground.

“‘And if we ever chance to meet on
equal terms I shall ring contribution
from you,” retorted Malcolm.

The humbled braggart, shorn at once
of his malice and boasting arrogance,
stopped not to hear the sentence out,
but hurried off as fast as he could.

His noble revenge completed, Mal-
colm then proceeded to retrace his steps
towards the marshy plateau by the hill-
lock, where he recoVered possession’ of
his plaid and his bonnet. Recovery of
his sword was, course, out of the gues-
tion, so he merely stopped to shake the
wet from his plaid, and throwing it
acruss his shoulders set off for Auche-
naion

On his way home he diverged from
the path that he might pass a brief mo-
ment with Helen Cameron at the

‘Crags.”

Night had descended on the hills, but
the moon was shining like a silver crest
in the heavens, and the stars were mul-
ticudinous and full of bright and pal-
pitating lustre.

Approaching the small, turf-happit
shielin at the ‘‘Crags,” Malcolm first
stuck the Sergeant’s sword half-way up
to the hilt in & clump of moss heather,

evidence of the quarrel, and putting
aside from his manner all signs of recent
excitement, he lifted the laf6h of the
humble domicile, and was met in the
lobby by Sandy and the dogs.

Helen was knitting by the" fireside
when he entered, and joyful, though in-
effusive, was their homely but sincere
greeting.

‘‘ Malcolm,” at lenmgth said the old
crofter, breaking a long silence, ** have
you heard the news ?”

Malcolm looked ignorance, and wait-
ed an explanation.

‘“ The Proclamation’s out, Sign for the
King, or die?’ Maleolm
silence.

‘“ A messengcr frum the Chief dropped
the information nt the [nn this evening,
and T have just brough:
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Taking Tea to a Primcess,

The morning after the Princess came
the colored maid, whe was left there by
Mr. Tnmmmgham, was told by ome of
the English maids that it was her duty to
carry up at an early hour tea and biscuit
to the Princess’ bedroom. She was shy
about doing so, and told the maids that
she did not know what to say, and so on

However they duly instructed her to
knock and say, ‘‘Your Royal Highness,
your tea.” So she proceeded up stairs on
her errand, knocked at the door, and
upon its being opened by the Princess
the lesson was evidently forgotten, as
she exclaimed : “My Royal Highness
has brought vour tea.” The Princess,
perhaps desirous of having more of this
style of speech, called the girl into the
roon: and had quite a talk while giving
directions about certain things she wish-
ed her to attend to in the chamber. I
can vouch for this story, but it is said
that an old colored womaa, whom I
know well, met the Princess, stopped
the carriage and begged her to shake
hands, which she did, and old Sue ex-
claimed, as I knowshe can, ‘“My, what
a pretty creetur you are; how is your
deur ma? Why didn't you bring her to
Berniuda with you ?”” I know the peor
old svul said before the Princess came
out that she had almost killed herself
getting ready for her, for she had acrub-
bed the Ingleweod floors from one end
of the house to the other.—[Bermuda
letter to the Pittsburgh Dispatch.

Catacrh is the seed of Consumption and
unless taken in time is & vedy dangerous
disease. Hall's Catarrh Cure never fails
to cure, Price 70 cents. Seld by Geo.
Rhynas, sole agent for Goderich. 3m :

A despatch from Geneva, dated March
13th, says a of English tourists
while ascending t Blanc were over-
taken by » snow storm, and, losing their
way, fell over a precipicn. 1t is not
yet known how many lives are lost.

“Blood will tell.” A face adorned
with Pimples, Boils, Blotches dwc., is
not a particularly pleaunt sight, and in-
variably betokens an impure state of the
Blood. Dr. Carson’s Stomach Bitters
free the system from all gross humours,
renders the Blood pure and cool, aids di-
gestion and gives a heslthy appetite.
For sale by all Druggists in large. bottles
at 50 centa.

A Pleasant Acknowledgement.
| Had sour stomach and miserable
appetite for months, and grew thin every
day. T used Burdock Bluod Bitters with
the must marvelous resunlts ; feel splen-
did.” Mes Joswmen Jounsoyn. Pitts-
burgh, 2
“Whg s 2 w
¥1thun
Sit ke hisgran
Or let 4= hair grow
When (CiNvaa

blood is warm

¢ cot 1 alalaster?

tusty, scant and thin,
rrz willmake
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1t Desigas in Wall Papers

Now is the time, 11 you wish oue or two nice rooms at home, to see Butler's room paper
“He has over

20,000 Rolls of the Latest Designs

Beautiful colors, and at prices less than very much inferior good-. (‘a.l and sea~theo thes
are the bost valuc in town. and musj be sold

Tho Latest Sprng Bazaar Paters and Fashons

Lt BUTLLER'S.

HARDWARE.
RW.MCKENZIE'S

———T0 BUY SOUR——

CrossCutSaws&Axes

———YOUR~—— Y

COW CHAINS
Tabhud Pocket Gntlu'y-Best Valde,

A-u.-unthe(‘mu also & full line of Shelf Hardwgre.

Pa.mts and Oils at Bottom Prices.

——SEE HIS§ —

Barb Wire--BestMade.

.SV, McEEITZIE.

DANIEL GORDON

CABINET MAKER,

—ANDS——

THE LEADING UNDERIAKER.

FURNITURE AT

cOTTCM PRICES FOR CASH. %y,
I have now on hand a very large stock, such as

Chairsofall kinds, T'ables, Redsteads
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