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The air of the place was tremulous
with a deep, rushing sound, like the
d | sweep of a river; bt the flood was in-
Atdast the old chief, who led the
way, stood beside a stone trough or
basin, filled with Io'* pieces of wood
standing on end. To these he ap-
plied the torch, and a flame of resio-
ous brightness swept instantly over
the pile and licked at the darkness
above in long, fiery tongues.
The gloom seemed to struggle with
the light, like opposing spirits, and a
minute passed before the eye took in

All through the night he had heard
the whirr of a from an unseen
hand, and he shudderedt at the dan-
ger of riding through the pass to
escape. But there
course open. Were be to cross the
mountains he knew that without a
guide he never could reich the penal
colony.
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the surrounding objects.

‘Now,’ said Moondyne to the ser-
geant, raising his hand and sweeping
it around-—‘Now, you are with Gold
Mine of the Vasse.’

The stupendous dimensions of the
vault or chamber in which they stood

Had the sage Te mana-roa been
present, be would at o:ice have sent
the bushman back t> bis duty. Bat
the bad drawn his spear from
the tuad tree at the outpost, and he

to barden again its injured
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eyes. Their immensity fascinated

5 |and stupefied him. Nor wasit strange
that such a scene should inspire awe.

~ut | The vastest work of humanity dwind-
2 |led into insiguifiance beside the im-
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