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THE CASET.

PUBLIC ARCHIV

THE WOMAN OF IT.
(Maud E. Caldwell, 14 N. Y. Eventng Post.)

Do you know anything about how hot it
isin summer down in that Southwestern
desert of ours? You do not uuless you
bave been there when everything is in the
semi-fused condition which it resches in
July. Then the sky is 50 hot that it drips
melted copper instead of sunstioe, and

* the plains fairly boi: and quske, while the
Quivers so that Al vision is Llurred
ough one, were iooking through a cur-

R of stesm.

Te is a railroad, however
that brasch office

B\ But they are only two classes—
) do not know any better and
)Im cannot bilp it. It does not
By di
belonged but the woman of wiom I shall
teil you was one of those who could not
help taking that roats: She was going to
Mojave, Cal, and that was the quickest
way ad the cheapest,
<L sa®"her the morving after we left
Kaosas' Oity, at a littlc lunch station,
where we of the Pallminn * Medusa™ ma |,

rence to you

an, exploring trip through the * tourix’

car. We ail came out declaring that that
was no place for the *little woman in
black.”

I could see her face through the window

we were speaking, a pinched, waxen
face around which fine ruys of La
blowing in the hot wind.

A black walking-bat, very old but neatly
brushed, presented « sharp contrast to the
beadgear of w st of tie women in ihe car
who had none too immaculate hankerchiefs
tied over their frowsy locks. Her eyes
were bent down, the eyelashes showing
light against the intenss purple of the
shadows beneath them. Now and again
she bent forward a little, and we knew it
was to watch more closely the face of
little child that lsy, pale and passive, in
her arms. T recalled how she had shrunk
as if from & blow snd pressed the baby
closer, when, while we were in the car,
the unceasing altercitions of the number-
less children had culminsted in open war,
a0d one of the unsavory looking urchins
had been pitched headlong into the aisle
by a more muscular brother. But there
had been no appeal in the gray eyes when
she lifted them t0 us as we passed, only a
proud endurance that was well-nigh
defiant.

We questioned the tonrist agent: * She
was from Maine, the baby had been sick
‘when she took the train st Chicago, and
ever since. The woman was sick, too,
and poorer than poverty it seemed from
the way she trested herself; she was to
ot off at Mojave, if the heat we were just
beginning to come to didn't kill her firat;
it was the noisest trip, too, in year:
course be tried to keep it quiet, but then
there were thirteen children under eight
oo board that car. There was « good deal
of domestic trouble, t00 : the night before
there had been a row that ended in & fight
before he could prevent it.

‘We shuddered and looked up at the little
‘woman in the car window.

“We must help her in some way,”
declared & girl from our car.

L am afraid you will find it ratber hard
0 manage. I have seen that sort of
face before,” said her father.

But we women turned instinctively to
Mrs. Mos: g beart had gone out
toall the troubled cnes on the journey,
from the starved little prairie-dog that
died forgotten in a bax to the childish old
German who was looking for his boy.
And ber ready tact had won all the mem.
bers of our little commonwealth from
morose silence to socizbility. We were
sure that she could niansge it, and pluaned
that the little woman and her baby should
be brougnt into the ** Medusa,
forth, on that journey st least, be cared
for.

I glanced up at the window, and saw the

were

subject of our symrathy look atus nar. |

rowly. This I spoke of to the group, pre-
facing & remark with the injunction not to
look round. However, they did look
round, she saw them, and Mrs. Moss' case
was prejudiced from the very first, We
© #aw even then thut finesse was necessary,
and we had passed Triidad before she
made any overtures.
1t was then early evening; the lamps in
“tourist” had just been lighted, and
the platform of the station us we

th

ralked about we could see Mrs. Moss'

standing before the little woman's weat in
conversution. The light was wrechedly
poor, but there was visible a faint, wej

bred smile on the mother's face s our
agent bent over the bady. Dut there had
evidently been no invitation given o sit
down. We did mot feel comfortable nor
successful. The conductor shouted ** ull
aboard!"™ We weat into our car and left
affairs still uncertain.

When-Mrs. Moss did
 discouraged air.

* I simply can't sy & word to her about
herselt,” sho declared, aad helpiessly sat
down. ** The comductor says she has not
Mﬁl‘ﬂh‘hhﬂnumno lett

come in, it was with

which cluss |

Chicogo, except two cups of tea, and she
is living on wome perfectly dry sandwiches
from a box she had when she got on his
car. Ile says she buys milk regularly
for her baby, but that is all, a0d you kuow
what milk is here at this time of the year.
Aud that car is siniply horrible.”
She paused and sighied.
*“But what did the women herself sqy #"
asked the girl's father.
| {4She discussed the artistic value of the
| coloring o these plains we passed to-
daglt® ¥

It was evident that our envoy was Zis; |

sacerted. and if'she had failed, further
0ft was useless.
| +IDid you speak of the ehila?"

onie

* Yes; and she hardly answered me, but
on with her ‘color.’

Our attempted benefaetion bad failed
and \we were forcibly retursed to an
ttendunce on our own affairs.

*t morning the grea'er number of
our party was gone, having left the train
| at Albuquerque, and we had plungee out
| of the mountaivs into the awful plains
| again. It seemed a fitting condition of
the abominavle j urney that we could

cooler regions just as the relief

; nd should
| be foreed to traverse the glaring plains

under the full sun. Only Mrs. Moss and

f were in the car now, and together
we planned a fresh attsck on the litle
woman. Mrs. Moss tried again, but came
back declaring that she felt absolutely
rude.

“And T koow she needs help bitterly,”
she said; “whe is sctaally suffering for
food. And yet a moment ago, when I
casvally, cifered her some fruit, she said
quietly, * No thank you, I do not care for
any,” and looked straight into my eyes in a
way that said, * You see I will not let you

| bely me.r»

| “140 not know much of such things,"

[ Tsaid, “* but it appears to me that the boy
is fearfully sick. She does not seem to
know or realize it. Do you suppose if she

did that she would accept belp?”

** Perhaps, but she is iosanely proud.
And as long as he is quiet, she seems to
think him all right, and since we can do
almost nothing for the child, even if she
would come in here, it is almost brutal to
frighten ber. I wonder why she was let
come that way. She has a cared-for look,
if she is poor, and she acts utterly inex-
perienced.”

some

wel

** There is nothing we can do but watch,”
I replied, ** and take care of her when she
bas to give up.”

We did watch and once we saw her al-
most fall as she came out of & lunch-room
door with a cup of milk, and just at even-
ing, when we had resched the narrow
range that formed the interlude between
the borrors of the plains-and the worse
horrors of the morrow's desert, we saw
her walking up aod down a strip of grate-
ful grass beside the little station where we
stopped, carryiog the baby, and on his
thia, small face were two flaming spots of

| red.

| I

| Mre. Moss left the teain at The Needies

| next morsing to join her husband at some

southera port. . I had risen to see ber of,
| ant i plsing wrapped in my bath-robe
| in the lopen scction opposite my own

[ berth, trying to see whatever might be

| visible of the famous Needles in that three

| o'clock grayness. Oblivious of all suve
| the worders abogt, I was startled by the
| porter's hand on my arm

| Scuse me, Miss, but a lady

| touris’ says she lack ter see de lady in

| 87ay fum dis cyah a minit. Dat means
de lady dat jes' got off, I reckon; but I
| spec you' ;

| *1a it the littie woman in black with the |

vick baby? " T nsked eagerly.

and hence- |

| " You may say that I will be taere o
| justa moment,” I instructed, hastenng to
| the toilet-room with my satehel, g
must be something serious to bring an
| appeal from her,” was my only thought as
| I burriedly dressed.
| AsI passed the platform to the other
| ear we were just crommng the Colorado
River, and the uir became cool, and moist
| and sweet, as if from roses, from the
| burrying fiver that shone in brosd lumin.
| Ous bars between the scarves of mist be.
| low. Bat ahead of us opened the wide
| Plaio. There would be no more rivers
for a weary way.
Within the door of the tourist car all
the pent hieat and odors of the day before,
f mingled with the still more unwholesome
| exbalations of the night, assailed me, A
| baby was wailing from & berth near by
} Ode or two sections liad ot been wade up
atall, the occupants having preferred to
sicup all night with the advantage of s
8 liwde freer breath. A faint daylight
crept ia thtough those uncovered windows,
dimming the thick yellow glow from the

ill-swelling lamps until there was left only |

a pale gloom everywhere. After s mom.

involuntary pause, I made out near
the further énd of the aisle the white face
of the littie woman {looking towards me,
T bastened towards her. She had dressed

in lhél

and was sitting sideways on the edge of
the berth, holding back the curtain wich
one hand, while she fanned the baby with
a folded paper in the oth
The boy, pillowed on the scanty little
| bolster near the windaw of the berth, was
iu a scorching fever, the thin face crimson
| aguioet the balo af ‘sale urle. The tiny
. lifted now and then convulsively |
| a0d & woan came from the parched lips.
The mother was struggling desperately to
‘m‘iul.iu ber poise and calm, but she
| quivered from head to foof, and agonies
looked from the gray eyes now,
I do not remember very much of what

| she said. T ouly kuow thas j¢ was like

[ heant-break to mee that baby and its
mother's eyes. She would not come to my
| section in the Pullman, even far the boy's |
suke. I do not believe she realized how |
| sickbe was cven then, or what he needed |
‘ atall, so I stayed there with her. At 8t |
| #he let herseif be persuaded to trke a seda- |
tive that I wad Tie down beside the
| bos.  She held to hini with ong hand and |
| and watehed bim every moment, |
** He is very still.  Was it childish for
me to send for any one? " she asked. |

**No," I unswered almost shortly, for 1 {
found a sudden difiiculty ia speaking. |

Prescntly she spoke again. |

** There was no one here whom I could
ask; they were ull 80 busy and tired, and
I was frightened this!morning when I
| awoke aad fouad bim soi I never had the |
| care of him when he was sick before; |

mwother always took him then," |
Evidently she had lived at home — that |
was the key to a great deal. |
[ Stie said little more, but seemed glad to
liave me just sit there, some one to speak |
to when the anxiety grew too intenss to
bear alone. After ‘a while the sedative |
began to take effect, and at last she fell |
asleep just as daylight-took full p:«session |
of the car and all the prisoned elements of |
life were slowly bursting towards eruption,
# Acress the aisle the scunty curtaing of o
berth from which whispered altercations
bad bevn proceeded for some time wave
violently and  child's bare feet appeared
below, followed by the legs and half-
dressed body of a wiry little imp. He had
almost escaped and was backed out from
under the curtain, all but his head, when
with & smothered ** Brat!"a second con-
vulsion shook the curtain and the young-
ster disappeared struggling.

Exhaustion sealed my little woman's
ears to the ensuing howls, but the baby
Opened s pair of startled sturing eyes, beat
his little clenched hands against his breast
a0d moaned. I leaned across aod took
him up into my arme. He did n cry but
looked at me wildly and kept beating his
hands and moaning.

For an hour or more, I held him, some-
times walking, sometimes sitting down on
the edge of the berth, while the mother
slept utterly motionless.

The porter turned out the last light and
began to dismante the berth opposite,
from which the last_drowsy occupant, had
just crawled. When be had raised the
shelf-like upper berth ‘he opened the win.
dow. The air that rushed in was keenly

|

|
|

| siling peopie have an unconquerable av er-

chill. I looked out.
Brown hills were everywhere, the brown |
of scorchedness hard and dead patched |
here and there with gray sage-bush, |
with the tattered remains of an old blanket, |
and often there were broad spaces of
| white sand where later the diabolicas |
| mirage would quiver. Sometimes the |
| $mooth skirts of the hills parted at the fool
| to show a ‘crual heal of lava set on some
sncient water-course, and far away be-
| tween the westward slopes rose the grim |
thapes of naked lava-crags. The sky was
of the pure deep biue, that burns to copper |
before niue o'clock, and the wind was one
that you might better die than breathe
when the sand grows hot.

Ilooked at the baby, still for a moment |
against my shoulder, and wondered what
the Mojave Desert, where the boues lie so |

thick, would leave of that small bresth
| that fluttered hot upon my cheek. |
The sun was gaining strength, add pres- |
ently the whole eastern side of the car wy
"ullr and the air was ajar with children's
cries and laughter and the noisy chatter of |
women caliing from berth to berth the |
gteetings and early news of the day.
Onee T sought the rear of the car, but the
smoking-room was near and the odor was
{ upbearable, and when I retarned one early |
and triumphuat mother whose dirty brood |
biing close at ber heels, had taken possess- |
lon of the stove, where a fire had been
laid, and was preparing to fry sonse fattish
meat. Ina wowent the vicious sizzling
filled the .air. The pandemwniom jn.
reased till the inhubitants of ihe western
side stack out scraggly hends from each
berth to reconnoitre, and then begun
cartbquake process in their turn,

Too sick to cry aloud, the
arms only opened his o
and held up his bony listle han

i In the mdse of th,
train stopped and the porter yelled some
uaintelligible name and threw the car door
open with a slam.

inutes far breakfast
bitter, terrifird ‘scream the
slmost from my arms.
. wild-eyed and
from me.

|
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the Medical Profession as perhaps the best
single reaedy for CONSUMPTION and
other Wasting nilenelfbnl most sick or

sion to it, in its crude state.

The Hypophosphites of Lime and Soda
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