THURSDAY 9th FEBRUARY 1865. v

- the country ‘has for & still longer: pemod en,}oyed the opportuulty of dlScuS-‘ TR
. sing the expediency. of the prmected Union.. © . - L
1. Tt is not my province, and I'have no mission to do more then aﬁ‘ord you Do e
. the amplest and freest scope for. consideration: of & })roposal which: seriously. o
_—_— “involves your: own. prospects; and in reference to which you should be com- ( T
. petent to interpret the'wishes and determine the true interests of.the country. .
Ifeel assured, however, that whatevcr be the result of your deliberations, you L
will dcprecate attempts totreat in a narrow spirit, or otherwise than with dis-
- passionate care and pridence, a question so broad, that in reahty it-covers the. - R
ground of all parmes and precludes it from becommg the measure ot mercly Co
one Government or.one party. . | o Ca
12.' I need only, observe’ further, mthout in the. least mtendmg thereby ST
to influence your ultimate determmatlon, that it-is obvmusly convenient, . - ..
if "not' essential, for the Legislatures "of all the Provinces ‘concerned to" |
observe’ umtormlty in the: mode of -ascertaining their respective’decisions ‘, ‘
on & question common to all. ‘I have, therefore,: desired. to be laid before . - .
- you some’ correspondence between the Grovernor Grenercl and myselt on ‘ Lo
that point. . : L
‘ { S18, Scarcely {ess 1mporcant or urg ent is. the questlon of mternal defence. C
Much progress was made last year in the general: enrolment of the Militia
force of the ‘colony, which .numbered tpwatds. of 56,000 men ; of whom' , ;
nearly 42,000 turned out for: inspection and .drill. When, tlie heavy, divect-
tax, paid- by those men-and also by the Volunteers, both:in. time-and laboryis ,
~ considered, we' must all feel that the country owes them a specml debt of AR
- gratitude. v - 0] ERE
& 14. ‘N evertheless thourrh they: have e'{hlbltod much mlhtary aptltude, no
adequate means have yet. TDeen taken'to render effective.the excellent:material o
-of that large force. Wlthout arms; accoutrements unlforms‘ or any adva,ntawe 3 ',L R
~ except a few hours, drill ineach year; a succession "of years similarly employed Co
would teach.them little moie. . CA: step i advance is: necessary to fit-them- ! L
for-the most ordmary service.in the: field. '*This Province can: ho" longer R R
e*cpect to contribute for its defence only a fortleth part of " the . annual | Ll
- disbursements of. Ier 1 \{[ajesty S Comnussarmt chest at Halifax. ' Nor do I R
for a moni’eht‘snppose ou cal either expect or wishthe ample; freedom which
you enjoy licre;'to be always: e‘cempt from wthose honomble obhgatlons whlch
lts preServatlon entaﬂs elsewhere., " -
" 15 Lhave'therefore directed: Dstnnetes to be prepared for placmg the Mlhtla.
in'a more; ‘efficient state, and feel’ confident: that whatever may. be the' netessary
" cost; you ‘will: regcrd ‘the:defence of the . Ooun’ory not. as & burthen, but a
prmlcoo and ‘a Sacrcd duty to b cheerfu]ly performed :

Mr. Speaicer\and Gcntlemen of thie. House of Asscmbl J P ‘:1: .

16 /Tl Pablic: Accounts wr ?jalso be; submltted for your mspectlon, and the .
General Bstimates, ‘be prépared with : every attentlon to cconomy‘whwh the

ex1gen01es of the Pubhc Serv1ce~rperm1b a il Tt Y

Mr. Spea/cer,‘ amlz Cfen z‘lcm'

| 17 Yot willy L saﬁsﬁed ave heard w1th regrot that proceedmgs are in-
. procrress to: ternuna,te tho I{eclpmﬁmy l‘reaty, -whid] has conferred such
Provinge meigh
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b hasals “'essentlall“ ' pl'ongotec the;
beb}veen the’ ,two .countrxes I hav d' ted: th
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