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FROM A HOMEHTEADEH
Kfiitor, GuifJ#*-: l'fi*;i«*<- too

| WAi for whè«ffi |»J #?;*>•<• r<-h«-v. ’ u,;, -ub 
i^rifition to Th* OtiM*. wfix* h I a oui»! 
hot h*T Wlt h<*Uf for Iaio- th«* arhouhî.
<• ’< <-n if if. t* .i har«l ulruggi* for d* 
hoffU Kti'a'li'r» to ma/.»* hot h «-mît ri.t-«*t
< ohditiohx h«*r<- arc v*ry bal, with oat h 
ut 15 to I*! ««'ht» ut t h«* wur<'hf/Ui* 
w h <- u t 40 to 45 a* ut *. u f»«'l fia * u ho ut 7fi 

« «-fit* I «• u h t *<•<• w h<*r <: a <- u r <• going 
to g<t off u f u rffi |#ay lu |»*r - #*nt, on oiir

■■■■■■■ii.tHp’'0-tiirry-not^r '8ir<t |/uy f * haii /. ) 0 
| / « * r '‘’lit, wiii'fi w* w * h t to borrow any 
mon*’y front them. IJo[iin# ui>v| fighting 
for u b*tt' t «lay.

JOHN K Ml TIIKÜhANIi 
f /h*l»*ik , Alta N

COHT OF OPERATING A FARM
K#lif or, hui'liv 1 w a# v«*ry mur h m 

tirifoitrol in Mr. hro-ii * a<N-ourit of un 
int»*rvi«*w wjth u fariner rrgardm.g ih«- 
• out of ojn rutihg u farm, !»«•« ;hjm- 1m* 
h un j»rriv*"l u? |<ra« tn-ally Um* «aux* r« 
*ult that 1 r «m* I» to| h y u totally «lifT«*r 
«'ht |iio#*«im

Mr A fi-je M t4 ur«l v tu r ***«#q#i toro, 
to Mr. Or** h « fi gun**, hut »ff/ î*. h y giv 
irtg t h «• figura» of an h y j>o? hiHiral rat­
ifiât lark* tfi«- r o h r 4 u * i v v h î* » * of u «an
< r«*t«« <*xam|»l<* To no . howi'vrr, th«* 
only rorr«;rt m«*tfio<l of <b*t«*r mining tfi«*
« out of operating a farm m to j#ut <*y**ry 
tfiihg o'n a < u|»itali/r-l hu o* arror*ling

.to jih-iK-rit valu*-*, allowing *wfîxj**nt 
margin for a rtmer\ «• fund ju*t a* any 
otfi «*r mo«|«*rn huiiiii»**» man woufil 
a#lo|»t in irnlunifiai or romm«?rrlal mut 
trrn. I nfi**n that rourtm i* «Ion»* it i» 
imj#o*M»ihl«* to fiti<I tfi«* rorr*-«t position 
of grain growing.

l/an«l urouml lior«l«*r» »* *ai«l to lu* 
worth 430 pnr ar rr, ami thin frgim* i* 
now (|uot«*«l hy tfi«* C.IMl.

On t fil# ham* t fi«* w orking of a «<r 
tain «|uart«*r Mi tion-T ijii^^u-4d-Imhh% 
wouhl «fiow *om« r tir roux flgur** :

Br.
160 am** (n |3<> ($t,H00)f at H

ji.r Aiinnul rfii^rgi* ...................| 3M4
llou**, IK-tuai rout, fHuo 64
Barri ami otfi*r fiuifilmgu, m t nul

rout f.'ll 1 ......... 24
lloru***, 41.JUU, annual «I**.

|>fi i iat ion ‘ ♦ lUU
1 mpfi'iiM’iit*. tti.'iii, annual

<fiq»r«*<* iitV ion $20

Total a un nul fix«*«l i-fiarg** ami
n u«*r \ * 4 1102

1 r
100 urr*u annual w finit y fi* fil, or 

not !«•** than 2,000 hu*h**l* 
murkrt'i il at not fi*** t fia n M5<* 41,700

T win* . 43.*»
Htook mg ...................... 25
Thrmlung, (n Un*............. 200
Tax«*« .... 20
liiMUrniir** .... 271

3 Mm
#

Total gro** inroim*................ 1,39A
U#n1uv| a n n val flxiul char g** . tlî»2

Nrt ri-uult* #if y«*ar’* turiiovfr 4 703

From t lu- abuvti it will hv *v«*n that 
on grain rHurna a I our, rv vu at Mm cent* 
a farmvr *lor* not m tunlly rvrvivv a* 
murh a* hi* «luugfitrr may obtain for 
trarfiing ut tin* livlgliborillg school, tie* 
pitv ffi«« jargr amount of capital fir bus 
to rmploy and In* mon* nvriou* 11 nan 
«•tal rvupon*ibili,tira.

It i* « frnr thru that a farmer cannot 
afford to *1*11 In* wheat at fi*** than 
Mfu* a buulirl That lie has to do *«v ofily 
shown fir m losing by the transaction.
I fio*«* w ho claim that wheat can be 
profitably grown for 1rs* money prob­
ably have not taken the trouble to go 
into parth iilar*

At any rate the two hundred odd 
farm sale* that haw taken place during 
the last four months within a 50 mile 
radius of Borden, the owners leaving 
for other trades and professions, woufil 
seem to be evidence enough that the 
farm to many is becoming fins attrac­
ts c than formerly and unless the mar 
ketmg. condition* and prices are Inv 
proved ! fail to *«•«• how the proves* 
vf migration from the country to the

The Mail Bag
"that*i> nhv« taking .pin'-«.* *::%n pus-* 

*ihi y he f*be«-.<ed. Vour* truly ,
i. K WAIN WHIf;in.

Borden Husk.

un «irav, may h«* prufiyahle. hut it is 
• -«•rvtif.no* - redifuhl<- to the railway 
-ompany. Vour^ respectfully',.

REPLY TO MR MeCURDY
ditor. Guide In reading the state

K,ig!«

N'H HOLSO.t BROS.
I Or A. Nicholson.

* r«-ek. Mask.

u « nf of' Mr M' f urdv in your issue of 
April 1U, uhout the right way of. gr«vA 
»n g w fient. I v. ;> i. wondering if he er. «- r 
pfiiwe«l in «tony land ? • And regnrdi.ug 
«‘fft.tr of hi* -frtbe-r, * t a t «^'ri en t *, t fi eyr 
NOfihd nil right, on paper, hut. w/.en you 
\ u: them into pr.aetice, tfi< time *«*<*,'li**. 
to IIv May:he Mr Mc<.ijf-iy woufil. ad 

i*e u* ho w to procure .t«-am* for
their hoard in the winter There ;ir,. * 
lot of farmer* who wdufii he eager t<» 
g«*t th«*m, for our < itv t«*arn* ask ' or h 
«foliar* a day. summer or winter, arid 
it woufil he -a hi g -saving.
, I farm about 250 acre*. Last y ««a r I 
hip] ed f hr<-«* . carload* of wheat, for 

which I reeeivcd the sum of 4000, while 
this year I shipped two cars of wheat 
a rid two cars of coarse grain ( shipped 
m January,! -and up...to 4-tttre—
1 -,h'i ' heard Nothing >>f them. I fia«l 
*o t.orrow a large* amount at the local 
hank, at a high rate of ihtere*t, ’to {«ay. 
my threshing and machinery note'* 
l>o«-s Mr. McCurdy figure the interest 
into th«* actual cost of raising wheat *

I have worked in town, ami instead 
of working four «Jay* a week, i have 
worked continually six ten hour «lay* a 
week I must have been one of tin* ten 
per cent making--more than a living, 
a ml still everybody around me seemed 
to be doing just as well. I often won 
«fir why those men who tell us how to 
grow' wheat right are always leaving 
t fie farm for the « it v. I think at least 
they should practice what th«?y preach.

If. AGEMA.
Edam 1*3>,T ,Ha*k.................. —..........  7—..........

LUMBER FOR CAR DOORS
Editor, Guide : Attached is a copy 

»f letter I am forwanling t.«» fTairns 
I>ept. of the Grain Growers’ Grain Co., 
w hi«*h ex-plains its all too famiTîaf *«•!/. 
It might also interest your rea«l«.*rs t«i 
know that at a meeting of the Eagle 
t’r«*ek Grain Growers prior to the Sa* 
k a toon Convention a resolution on this 
very subject was passed and forward 
••«I with oil f «fi'legate. to the ( !on vent ion 
t«i b«* «lealt with there. Nothing fur 
ther was heard of it, however.

It was in substance, if not verbatim, 
as follows: ‘4 Whereas it is frequently 
re«juire«| of farmers at certain sidings 
and stations to furnish lumber and 
build their own car doors before they 
• an loud, and whereas payment of 
claim* for lumber supplied is usually 
<lcfcrrc«| for long periods, sometimes 12 
months ami then on 1 v at the instance of 
repeated demands; lie it resolved that 
the Grain Act he arnendeil or added to 
a* follows:

“That the agent of railway company 
shall, at request of shipper, note «ni hill 
of fii«ling ami memorandum, amount 
claimed for lumber supplied for ear 
«lours, and said claim shall be adjusted 
and deducted from freight charges 
when being paid. ' '

1 believe this mat ter i*—•-wof-t-b-y...ttf—
being brought before the Railway Com­
mission by the Executive of the Grain 
Grower*

A N ll'HOl.St >X. - 
|Ci>BY j

Claim* 1 >epa rtment,
Grain Growers’ Grain Co 

Winnipeg.
I tear Sirs,

Re lumber in car No. 599M4, ex 
Asquith, Nov. 11, M2. Your No. 
of claim, No. 945, amt., 42.47.

In your letter of .fan. 30th last you 
*nid our claim would probably be ad­
justed in a few days.

We have henni nothing further from 
you or the C.l*.R.

It looks as though the tacticsof lull 
12 are going to be repeated .in l!* 12 13 
by the C.l*.R,, when we had claims out 
*tan«ling against them for 12 month* 
for lumber supplie«l in car door*. The 
policy of long deferred settlement of 
minor claim* in the hope that they will 
lapse • which i* the only inference-We

toward democracy
E«i»t«/r. f Miifle D«-mo< racy means the 

on «-ness of all.. It d«/«** not mean dividing 
int#> Liberal*, f’'onvryat i ve», I>cm#>< rat 
Vtc.— He wh«7-W a member of a party 
«annot b«* a < it:z«-n of the universe. 
Parti**» are always- as u n progrès si ve for 
rctr«>gr«-ssive; as they dare he. 3 hat is 
one r«*axof] why we «io not have Direct 
legislation. Another is that until we 
<!«> away with nominations th«*\" will con­
tinue to pretend their platform* built 
to get in on) settle issues. J he following 
i» a way «>f eliminating nomination», 
parties and their “gum shoe ” platforms :

Divide th«: voter» into groups of ten. 
L«*t each vot«*r vote for seven of his group, 
each group casting seventy • votes The 
one receiving the largest vote is chosen.

-ooe-ffft-f u 1 IrrstrnftcTlCTtr"
is « h«>s«*ri>. -

H«* in t«i h<- joined by nine others, 
similarly « ho-« n hv nine .oth«*r groups. 
Conti-nue this pro<e»s until the requisite 
number remain. Direct Legislation arid 
this efi-ftoral rn«*tho#l comj>lim<nt each 
other. A n«i this method (/railed pro- 
gr«*ssiy«* selection) is tin* next step to­
ward Democracy.

WALTER B LOW EN.STEIN,
lM ( îi»t hi«- Av«*rme, ,..^yv

,|’<<ront'»>, Ont.

THE STANDARD OF WEALTH
Editor; . Guide: Why should tin* 

farmer* of the world submit to having 
th«* gofilhug* set the prfi-es on farm f-ro- 
•hicf » / Why should gofil he the stun 
da r « 1 <«f w«althf aiLV.wa.vThe man whn- 
w«»rk* ha* no use for it,, then why 
shoufil hi* labor he valued by gold ? It 
i* no tv about Heventy years since the 
nations asxernbled at Geneva and adopt 
e«l tin* gofil standar«l, an«l under it the 
farmer a ml workingman tin* more and 
the har«fi*r they* work the smaller their 
reward for their effort. I Vs time for a 
«•hang»*. Why not wheat for k standard 
of w'ealt'hf Our w’estern associations 
should Huhscrihe to the I n ter national 
Institute of Agriculture, Rome, Italy, 
and through it ask for -a conference of 
tin- nations f«*r fhe purpose of making 
a standard of wealth that is equitable.

CHAH. Mr LA Y.
Melville, Sash.

COWARDLY CAPITAL
Editor. Guide: Bert Huffman, of 

Langdon, Alberta, calls the capitalists 
cowardly in Western < 'ana«la because 
they will lend money on wildcat 
schemes ami will not on actual farm 

.property.
Hold oti. Brother Huffman, stop and 

think. Capital is invested for the sole 
purpose of increase. Now, Bt’s look 
at both shies of this question. ‘ Who is 
getting rich in the West, the farmer or 
flu* w i l«lv|yt ter ? Who pays his notes 
when due ! The wildcatter. Why ? Be 
cause he i-« u « » t fleeced1 by' the govern- 
tuent through the tariff, railway freight 
rat»- bounty fe«l manufactured goods, 

—pTFT™ ' "..............
It matters hut to.the banks how vou 

get the money so long as y«»u can pav 
up w hen due. The farmer « an *t «lo 
that at all times and it «lues not matter 
how har.l he w«»rks n«*r how honest In­
is if he does not pay up when due he is 
labeled VG ., by t Inf- x crV people who 
a re bleeding him.

Capital knows that the farmer is 
w«irking at a losing business. Rea«l 
page 10 of The Guul«*. March 26.

v A. J. F, tint.

MR. MrCT RDY CRITIC IZED
Editor, Guide The institution of 

making money out of real farming, a* 
dealt with by Mr \l«*x McCiinlv. April' 
1<« i"ii« ^ i* not exactly the letter of a 
born-logician. I never kn«*w a puffed- 
out optimist who «|i«l not suffer from the 
painful contraction of voluntary or in­
voluntary mind cramps. According to 

*his own 'statement* th« prospérâtv « f 
him»df aitd all those he in»tani*e* w a- 
ovTite.ved not by authentic agricult tire.

but;, by.th« «;< iis'gji merit «.f liimx-lf ;,t. 
hired man to the !•--- stiff job of -p*-« uhding 
in land.— Real estate «Jabbüng u;i» 
Alex’s ‘*h<>rt cut. to making morurv. }:«-;,<•»* 
lii> slight spasm, which, in c«mjun< ♦ ion 
with his ilk. who happen ♦«« con» out 
auspiciously, I «-come afflict« «1 with ♦ li<- 
sudden agonizing «liseuse which I «an 

“only describe as pro-p'-rity-oji-t h <*-1 «rain- 
in «*n.

W«* can scarcely pick up a paper in 
these rrfi'dcrn year» without noting ffits 
frequent recurrence <>f the fiisea>e <,f 
riiirid-erainjfs of the materialists.

When »<*♦ tiers ;«r<* duntped down in the
V\ esL t o be « xph i*« «1 by, mTlnufact ur«*rs, 
ban k«r-, railroa#!» r-, spéculât firs and 
politicians, and th«*ir just rights ari«l needs 
never attended to; when any complaint 
by them' L made, the Alex \ïe('urdy-ifk 
d«“çril>e their letters ms “Blue Ruin.” 
It is only tb b« expected that this ruinous 
epidemic in The Guide ought to be 
quieted in the materia! interests of men 
of substance, such as Alex McC urdy and 
his ilk. Hi If we do riot stop this “ Blue 

-—Rum tatlr- afifl w rîting, '’ t here w iII |,e 
further spasmodic lessons of how to make 
money on th«- farm hy , those Alexs 
who gav«* work the go-h.vè and are gon«* 
to live iii the cities. 'The <îui<le is not 
issued specially for smart Alexs, but 
if Mr. M'f’urdy really would like to 
digest the truth about working-farmers 
and their paper, The Guide, yet feel* 
unequal to the task without risking tlx* 
painful contraction of mind-cramp*, he 
may be relieved from the agonizing pain 
by inaugurating an Association of the 
lucky* men (farmers included) who are 
afflicted with the disease of prosperity- 
ori-tlie-brain- the men who refuse to work 
because^ they have become owners If 
this do>*«* trot make him happy arid im­
mune from the 44 Blue Ruin “ crowd, he 

—may -gct relief fnilrraT^gooVr close of 7*a<tor 
oil and a hot hath, while the upper part 
of his throat and ehe,t should,be rubbed 
with the anti-spasmodic liniment of 
unselfish brotherly love to real working 
farmer*.

Mr McCurdy’* letter distinctively 
shows that he is one of those who, having 
become a property-owner, assumes every 
industrious man may also become a1 re­
tired owner. He and his stripe do not 
see that by this specific system of privilege 
to rob the workers, that they are boy­
cotting tlx* prosperity of every human 
being who is not luckV enough to become 
an equal-owner.

If all workers were to sell out andecould. 
like Alex, * become retired-owners and 
live in tlx* beautiful parts of our oiti«“, 
we should have a nation of idlers and 
no workers; hut the puffed-oiit-optirnistis 
of the McCurdy school would, in that 
case, suffer, rx»t only in mind, but from 
a combination of mind and stomach 
cramps, unless they either voluntarily 
<»r involuntarily returned to tlx- land as 
hired men, in spite of their desire for 
ownership and preference for idle city 
life. I am writing this letter hoping 
that in future the puffed-out-optimists 
will do something with their money and 
mind-talents, for their half brethren, the 
workers; or at least to cease their false 
cry of prosperity until tlx* time c«»rncs 
when it shall !>«• real, true and general.
I he present conditions of prosperity..fox...
Ihe few is not a thing for the press to 
flaunt, as it does every day, in tlx- face 
of those-who, by the exploiters, are ma«fi* 
into discontented slaves and pessimists. 
Let tfiesr insults of the grt-rich-quiek 
with their swollen fortune* i cease.
I ton t add insult to this detest ible specific 
system nf robbing the workers. If the 
Grain Growers’ association and The 
Grain Growers' Grain company, which 
Mr. McC tirdy says he did so much to 
*tart. are not going to do anything more 
f««r the farmers than \b*x\ |«*tter will 
to stop this “Blue Ruin’*-Guide talk,

C ontinued on Page 15

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS
This Department of The Guide la main­

tained especially for the purpose of pro­
viding a discussion ground for the readers 
where they may freely exchange vlewji and 
derive from each other the benefits of ex­
perience and helpful suggestions. Every 
letter must be signed by the name of the 
writer, though not necessarily for publica­
tion. The views of our correspondents are 
not of necessity those of The Guide.
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\Vlii'ii Miss 
,he V \V < A 
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she brought 
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world-wide.
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to appear un 
given in man 
yi-ar#- of age 
teaching till 
common sigl 
of a railway 
or liis mothc 
hack. Heci 
that men h 
and allow 
While this i 
stance, Miss 

• very signifie 
woman’s pi 
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now in the 
exchanges of 

In conclu 
out that as 
we say the 
look well to 
may not sc 
Eastern peo| 
our' customs 

She point 
per cent, of 
jute faetorii 
years of age 
with the 
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