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FARMER'S ADVOCATE AND

HOPE’S OUIET HOUR

LET NO MAN TAKE THY CROWN

Behold, T come quickly hold that
fast which thou hast, that no man take
thy crown. Rev. iii. : 11.

In that day shall the LORD of Hosts
be for a crown of glory, and for a diadem

of beauty, unto the residue of His

people. — Isa. xxviil. @ 5.

““Heaven is so near, when we go to
find it

We can’t see clear for the glory behind
it ;

It's right at our feet. but we
mind it

never

“Heaven 1s so near that we bump right
n it,

On every side at every minute

That we live life right and deserve to
win it !”

“Let no man take thy crown,” said
our Lord to His struggling disciples in
Philadelphia. They had ‘“a little
strength,”” had kept the faith and had
not denied His Name. Now they were
encouraged with the hope of splendid
opportunities ahead ; before them was
set an open door which no man had
power to shut in their faces. Satan’s
forces should bow before their feet,
because Christ the King had declared
openly to all the world :  *“They shall
know that I have loved thee.’

It has been pointed out that Christ, in
His message to the seven churches of
Asia, holds the promise of a “crown”
before the suffering church of Smyrna
and the patient church of Philadelphia ;
and these two are the only churches out
of the seven that are not called upon to
repent.  Smyrna seems, in the world's
eves, to be poor. but God savs of her :
“Thou art rich.” Philadelphia seems
to be weak and despised, but is crowned
with the glory of God’s great and won
derful love.

As the message came to disciples then
so 1t comes to us to-dav “Let no
man take thy croawn.”  God does not
call us to live at a low level of sordid
commonplace, but sets before us a high
ambition a crown. In the verse
given above, from the prophet Isaiah.
we see that the LORD of Hosts Himeself
is the “crown of glory and the diadem
of beauty unto the residue of His peo
ple.”  He offers Himself to all; but
some despise the honor and privilege,
preferring the lower ambition of some
earthly crown.

The other day T saw a picture called
“The Two Crowns.” A man, with a
face which tells of a splendid intellect
and earnestness of purpose, is 1iding on
a fine horse which 1s caparisoned mag
nificently. The rider wears a golden
crown, and is decorated with many
emblems of ecarthly glory.  Beautiful
women are flinging flowers in his path,
and he has apparently reached the sum
mit of worldly ambition.  And vet the
face 1s very sorrowful, as this carthly
king looks wistfully at the figure of One
hanging on a Cross, crowned with thorns
faintly seen in the background.  Evi
dently, hike the rich voung ruler who
went sorrowfully awayv from Christ, thi
pictured ruler, when given his choice of

crowns, chose one which looked grand,
but which failed to satisfv his heart
He got evervthing he had been strue

ehng for, and found that he had missed
the real crown, which was worth a life
time of cffort
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splendid dies out, as a star is lost in the
blaze of the rising sun.

I am addressing, for the most part,
men and women who don't trouble
themselves about the applause of the
world.  You go steadily on with your
work, vear after year, without expecting
or wishing o have your name tele-
graphed all over the civilized world.
Perhaps you have no more desire to wear
a crown than the poor little Shah of
Persia, who wanted to commit suicide
in order to escape that dignity.

And vet the message comes to ecach of
vou : “‘Let no man take thy crown !
You, like the voung king in the picture
described above, are given a choice of
two crowns.  Which of the two are yvou
claiming 7

Don’t be satisfied simply to “git
through” this earthly existence in a
satisfactory and creditable fashion.
Aim very high.  Not the world’s favor,
but the love of God is worth living for.

“Say not ‘Too poor,” but freely give ;
Sigh not ‘Too weak,” but boldly try.
You never can begin to live

Unless vou dare to die —"

says Henry Van Dyke. What Em-
peror could hope for a higher honor than
that which is otfered to you 7 You are
made a little lower than the angels, and
vet crowned with glory and honor.  The
Most Holy God has set His love upon
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much honey — nothing tastes as 1t
should. The man who fights for the
first place, caring little if others are
shoved aside, is really small and paltry
in his ambition. The man who 1s
ready to drop his own plans at God’s
bidding, or pause like the Good Samari-
tan to help those in need, is a king in the
sight of God and His angels. Every
little kindness shown to one of Christ’s
“little ones” —— shown to the children,
the poor, or the old people, who can
make no return is gathered up eager-
v by the glad guardian angel and placed
as a bright jewel in the hand of the
King. He will treasure it as a jewel
of great price, and will rejoice with you
and over vou if vour crown is blazing
with many thousands of such jewels. 1
think He takes far more pleasure in the
little evervday offerings which win little

notice from men “the cups of cold
water” than He does in the sacrifices
which seem heroic and romantic.

It 15 a law of life that one who goes
out of his way to injure another is-n
jured himself, and one who goes out of
his way to help another is helped him
self. If we are not spending the pre
cious vears for God and our fellows, we
are gr[»\\'inq poorer, instead of richer, all
the time.  But we have nothing of our
own to give, so we must live with God
in order to be his stewards to others
The disciples  could only  feed  the
multitudes by going agam and again and
agaighto their Master for bread.  We
can only get effectually into touch with
men by keeping alwavs in living con
scious I(‘”H\\'\hl]» with God And let
us never forget it 1t 15 1mpossible to
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HOME, SWEET HOME.

vou and called you to climb up beside
the King of Love on the throne of the
Cross and share Ilis crown of thorns.
Ie loved His brothers, and felt that anv
opportunity of helping them was a rich
treasure though it mvolved sutfering

and unpawd labor, though it meant
shame instead of fame.  And it was
worth while.  The love of the Father
satistied His cager ambition, and Ilis
own devoted Tove to men made His life

sweet and rich and tall

It 1s romay be the same to-dav
A lite s rich, not when much is snatehed
at, bhat when much is given out.

Measure thy life by loss instead of gain;
Not by the wine drunk, but the
pourcd forth ;
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be crowned in God's sight if we are cross
and disagrecable in the everyday Tife at
home It 15 not a ¢glorious thing to be

generous 1o the poor without paving
one's just debts, or gracious to stranger
and rude or exacting to one's family and
servants

Let no man take thy crown.  Take it
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YE SHALL RECEIVE POWER
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Power to be perfect, power
— Matthew 5 : 48
Completely holy in body
Romans 12 : 1. \
Power to be righteous in |
life. Luke 1 :6.
Pure, clean, spotless, and
strife. Romans 13

L0 be whole
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cart and jp

free from g

Power to endure the «’h.utcmn‘g rod
Hebrews 12 : 5.7, '

Power to tread in the
trod. 1 Peter 2 : 2.

Up Calvary's Hill, to Humility Plain
James 1 : 6 ’ ’

More than conqueror agamn and
Romans 8 : 37.

paths that Christ
o1

again. —

Power to lay sicge to the storehouse of
heaven. Malachi 3 - 10

And bring down the bleg
God-given. Proverbs 28 - 99

To clam all that's promised to é(,n_
quering faith I Peter 1: 9.

Even all that God is, and all that He
hath. Galatians 4 ; 7,

INZS so freely

The |>rumi-':x' 15 sure, ve shall
power. Romans 4 - 21,
Oh, doubt them no longer, but trust God
this hour. Matthew 21 : 21
The promise in love He will surely fulfil,
Psalm 145 : 19. ’
And vou with His Spirit just now He
will fill. Ephesians 5 @ 18,
(SENT
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A SUITABLE GIFT FOR CHRISTMAS
“The Vision of IHis l“.'u\'.” by Dora
Farncomb.  The  William  Weld Co.,
London, Ont.  Price, S1.00 : 224 pages ;
cloth. )
CIf the Master tarries and comes not,
this message will be just as real for the
dwellers i the 30th as in the 20th
century, for its center is that ever-
lasting theme, the *Vision of His Face.'
And  while the book  throughout is
devotional, 1t 15 at the same time very
deeply practical, and there are from
tme to time httle sugeestions that are
admirably applicable to the tense life of
our present age. It ought to
be a helper to many the anxious, the
pent, and the worn [t ought to
mspire the loval™” Church Life.
Guard well thy word
How else canst thou be master of []1_\'~
self -
Well-poised and courteous speech can
make thee Kking
Among  thy  fellowmen
Keep watch upon thyself
And govern well thy hips as
a treasure-house,
That nothing may be stolen from thee
unawares ’
By sudden moods.
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FLOWERS FOR WINTER
It 1s of no use to select ])l(ll]lS for
vinter blooming that are naturally
delicate and require coaxing and care-

ful culture even in greenhouses.  There
are  few  plants  adapted  to  winter
blooming, but these few will prove
very satisfactory if they  receive  the

proper care.  Among these may be
placed the geraniums, because there
are few flowers that will lighten and
brighten up a room more than they,
and few that require less care; but
cunshine is essential to them, so would
not advise them for any one who does
not have an ecast or south window 1n
which to grow them.

Geraniums do not like a wet soil;
they should be kept moist, but never
wet In  potting them for winter

blooming, 1t is necessary to see that
the pot has proper drainage — pieces of
broken crockery or brick are c_\'_\‘t'l-
lent for this purpose.  Break up fine.
and put an inch or more in the bottom

of the pot, according to size. [ t]?‘i
pots are properly drained, there wil
e 1no .l:mg(-r of the sotl’s :\'gtllllg

muddy, since the water not necessary
for the use of the plant will drain off.
Another important thing { remember
15 never to select for wint looming
a plant that has bloomed during the

immer.  Very few plant teed, will

Li
Br

Oy




