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Religions fMliscellany.

“Forget not what Thy Ransom

Cost.”

Pilgrim to the better country,

Traveller in the narrow road,
Lighted by the distant glories

Of the city of our God ;
When the cloud of care comes o’er you,
And the glorious light before you,
In temptation's night is lost ;
¢ Forget not what thy ransom cost.”

When sweet hopes of earth-born pleasure
Seek to ravish all thy soul ;

When thy path seems dark and thorny,
And far ofl the shining goal ;

When soft airs and pleasant flowers

Tempt to Folly’s wild'ring bowers,

Till heaven for earth is well nigh lost,

« Forget not what thy ransom cost.”

When thy wandering steps returning,

Find too steep the backward road,
- While the sin-taint on tby spirit

Hangeth like a weary load ;

Think—thy Saviour bore the burden,

Think—for you be purchased pardon ;

Take, in meekness, take the cross,

* Forget not what thy ransom cost ”

Think—for you he bore the hidiog
Of his Father’s tender face,

Think—be left the heavenly mansions
To prepare for you a place.

By the tears be wept in Jordan,

By the anguish in the garden,

By bis wounds, and by bis cross,

« Forget not what thy ransom cost,”

When thy lot is dark and dreary,
Think of Him foot-worn and sore ;

Comtorting the sick and weary,
Seeking out the erring poor,

When from Him compassion learning,

When like Him o’er sinners yearning,

Can you measure earth’s vain dross,

With the price your ransom cost ?

We are hid behind the portals

Consecrated by his blood ;
Here can no destroying angel

Pass with bis avengiag rod,
Oh! it tempted e'er to leave Him,
Oh! if tempted e'er to grieve Him,
L+t bis love, and let his cross,
Remind thee what thy ransom cost.

L. A
—N. Y Observer.

Pulpit Sketches.
No. 3.
" JOHN HOWE.
: By W. C. McKixxox.
“ Understandiog io all things. '—3 Tix. x1. 7.

There are four peculiarities relating 10
the Protestant ministry of the XVIth cen-
tury—y-z: their labours, their learning.
their political activity, and their personal
holiness. Not that tbese particulars meel
in ail the ministers of that period ; then, as
pow, many were * wolves in sheep’s éloth-
ing,"—und such will be found even at the
sppearance of the great Shepherd. But in
every age there are representative men—
types of the class to which they belong,—
Such a representative man is JorN Howe,
not the least conspicuous for labours, learn-
ing, poluics and peety, of an age which pro-
duced the Pearsons, Batlers, Baxters, Bun-
yaos, Usshers, and Flieetwoods, whose names
are imperizhably registered in the records of
the Church below, and, we trust, also re-
corded in the Lamb’s book of life.

It does not always occur that proportion
be discoverable between the internal and ex-
ternal man. Isaac Watts would be remem-
bered were it only for the memorable im-
promptu— £

* Were I as tall as reach the pole,
And grasp the ocean in a span,

1 must be measured by my soul—
I'he mind’s the standard of the man.”

Alexander Pope was a small man; and so
was Cowper, Even Dr. Camming is not a
son of Anak. But in Jobn Howe, mind and
matier were alike Titanic. If the gem was
a koh-i-noor, the casket corresponded. If
John Howe’s soul was of the highest order,
the shrine which contsined it was magnifi-
cent. A broad, white, high Shaksperian
forchead, —a clear, piercing, intellectual
eye,—an erect and noble bearing, all con-
tributed to add 1o the dignity of a person
tail and athletic beyond the ordinary stand-
ard of men. We call attention to this cir-
cum:tance because Jobn Howe's magoifi-
ceot form aond aspect produced an important
chaoge in his forrunes. Cromwell heard
him preach. Cromwell, an acate observer
and thorough judge of his species, intuitive-
ly fet that Howe was no ordinary man.—
He already bad attached John Milton to his
person as his Latin Secretary : with the
same feeling which induced the selection ot
Milon as secretary, he decided on calling
Howe 1o the chaplaincy of the Protectorate
Fult of love to his quiet country parish,
Howe at first relused an offer 20 tempting to
ordivary ambition.  But the great Puritan’s
ambition was not ordmary—he sought pre-
ferwent at the Heavenly Coart, and regard-
€d at a very low es'imaie the honours of an
earibly—aibeit that court surroynded such
a movarch a8 even a Cromwell. But the
Protecior would brook no denial. Conse-
-quenty Jobo Howe, bidding farewell to his
beioved people and former residence, re-
moved to London as cbaplain to Cromwell,
about the year 1656.

It is no part of our purpose to sketch the
life of such a man: that would require a
volume. Those who desire more koow-
ledge thap already 4 on such a sub-
Ject will be fully gratified by his Life by
Henry Rogers, and next to that his Life by
Dr. Calamy (almost his contemporary), or,
failing these, the sketch prefixed to his col-
lected works by Dr. Urwick. We mean
to make a passing allusion to those features
of ministerial life in the XVI. century, to
which reference has already been made.

“In labors more abundant.” To thcee
who live in the present day there appears
something approaching physical impossibili-
ty in the work by the preachers of the Howe
type in an ordinary Sabbath day. “ He
told me,” said Dr. Calamy, “ that his com-
mon way was to0 begin about nine in the
morning with a prayer of about a quarter of
an bour, in which be begged a blessing an
the work of the day; and read

alterwards
aod expounded a chapier, io which he spest

| toil, minute in his investigations, unbiassed

| three quarters of an hour; then prayed ioriagiming all hearts and imposing with a ing, and could not change its babits at the | Protestant congregauong in

tired and took some refreshment for about a
quarter of an hour—tbe people singing all
the while—and then returned to the pulpit,
prayed for another bour, and gave them ano-
ther sermon of abast am bour’s length, and
80 concluded the service of the day aboaut
four o'clock in the evening.” Sesen Aours
(with a trifling intermission of fifteen min-
utes) s in praying, preacking, and ex-
pounding by the same man! Let it be re-
membered also in Howe's case, that no de-
mand upon brain or muscle could exhaust
the endless variety of the one, or the physi-
cal power of the other. His were not com-
mon-place discourses. They all rank as
high, nay higher, than Chanorck’s, Paley's,
or South’s.

Though Howe’s learning was prodigious,
yet it is more by the beauty of his style than
by his contribations to the general fund of
knowledge that he is to be remembered.

We have said that his knowledge was
prodigious. To verify such an assertion it
is sufficient to quote rt Hall’s declara-
tion that he “ had learned more from Howe
than from any other aathor he had ever
read.” (Hall’s works, volume iii., p. 78.)
Nor will it be wondered at, when we remem-
ver that the great literary advantages he en-
joyed during his youth were sedulously im-
proved to the uttermost. At the age of
twenty-two he had taken a e: he had
then gone through s coutse 0l philosophy,
read the Hedthen moralists,and all we bave
remaining of pagan theology, the writings
of the Schoolmen, several systems of theo-
logy drawn up by the R-formers,—above
all he had so thoroughly mastered the Scrip-
tures that he drew up a system for bimself,
from which be never afterwards eaw it ne-
cessary to materially deviate. Patient ofy

in his judgment, his learning became vast
and multifarious, yet well digested and pro‘
per to his office.

Though many works from Howe's pin
were contributed to the sacred literature of his
day, it is more especially for his great work
—* The Living Temple ”—that John Howe
will be remembered and admired by posteri-
ty. Qaaint in pbra y.apparently loose
in structure, aliogetbér} Milionic in its de-
sign and plan, well mighy it be characierized
by Professor Wilson of \Ecinburgh as con.
taining the fiuest specinfeh of composition to
be found in the Eoglel language. This
parsage the Professor once read before his
c/ass, and compared wiih & piece from Kaut
—gving the dec'ded prefercnge’ to the ex-
tract from the “ Living Tempte ™  We huve
not 10om to quote the pasnie—bnt the rea.
der may turn to page 76 of Mbwe's work
above quoted, and read for b f the pus-
sage beginning—** The st ruins are
virible 10 every one that bear in their front
this doleful inscription ¢ HERE Gop once
pweLT.'” Or let him turn tohis work eo-
titled “ The Vanity of Man Wws Morwal,”
and read that sublime passage bgginoing : —
“ Bat that lofty soul that bears “about with
it the living apprehension of its being,” & :,
and be will read a passage which ror
strength, eloquence and tbe grandeur of ao
unsurpassed climacteric we bave never yet
seen excelled in the whole range of Eogh:h
literature with which we are acquainted —
Edmund Burke’s sentences approach, per-
baps equal, but certainly do ot surpass,
those contained in the writings of John
Howe. Baxter was more pungent — baut
he had not the majesty of the latter, and, in
this particular, we know of but one minister
of the gospel since Howe’s day, with whorh
we would for a moment compare him—
we allude to RicEARD Warson. Chalm-
ers possessed his energy without his gran-
dear; Hall his choice, pure, and perfect
style, without its force and extensivemess.

atson alone exhibits that real majes-
ty of intellect, apart (rom dignity of
person, (.u.ﬁoum another thing,) for
which John Howe was in a peculiar degree
remarkable. Of his own contemporaries
Baxter approaches him the most nearly.
But Baxter and Howe are nevertheless, the
very anfithesis of each other. Baxter's style
is devout and inspiring ; Howe’s though not
less earnest, is more philospbical, and evi-
deotly the production of a more noble intel-
lect, and a more vigorous imagination Buax-
ter concentrates his attention on the salva-
tion of the soul, Howe expatiates on the vis-
ion of God ; the expansion of the intellect,
and the ever-advancing perfection of am im-
mortal spirit.

Of Howe's polemical works we shall say
nothing, but they are worthy of such a mind
—calm, digoified, comprebensive, and at the
farthest possible remove from sectarian big-
otry or the spirit of religious parsy. * The
Redeemer’s Tears * is the titie of one qihia
best practical works, and is still found in t
evangelical minister's library, and by him
received as a choice coatribution to reiigious
literature =

To speak of s0 grod a preacher, so faithful
and laborious a pastor, so humble a Christian,
as a politician may seemed paradoxical.
However a few words on that point wil: suf
fice. Howe believed that God was the God
of politics, and ruled nations: he believed
that for ministers of Christ to sanction, even
by their silence, 8 wrong legslation placed
‘bem in a position ill suited to (heir bigh and
independent calling. The period, too, in
which be lived, was one which demauded of
winisters active interference in matters polit-
ical. Charles II. was on the throne ; Laud
was Primate of England, acd promulgated
bis High Church principles with dauntless
effrontery ; to crown all, Judge Jeffreys
was on the beach—and to such men as
Howe, and Baxter and others of a similar
type we owe it, that religious toleration was
tanght, maintaived and established as an
inseparable blessing attacbed to the British
Constitation. The priociples of the Refor-
mation were developing their mighty and
irregular energies ; social and political ele-
mente were heaving and dasking in wild dis-
order—it was an era of mighty intellectaal
powr. -It was the age of Boyle, and Locke,
and Barron—of Stillingfleet and Milton ; lit-
erature bad sprang up into renewed exis-
tence, and religion had thrown aside the in-
cabus of ages, and gathering up her resour-
ces for yet more splendid achievements.
Was it an sge in which a minister of the
gospel cou'd stand still? Would not the
surges of a society yet unsettled and chaotic
bear him onward, and coward? Sach a

E

|m bour, preached for anotber hour, and | greater or lesser degree of enthusiasm all | word of command. After the singing and

wandering withqut a
or resting place—those devoted and

men ran their career—and have left bebind
them the record that whilst Christ claimed
their supreme ﬁove. yet they regarded their
country and it happiness,'as only secondary
in their &JM to their love for bim whose
gospel they ** shunned not to declare.” And
it is enough to say of John Howe, that mov-
ing amid such men as Charnock, Sherlock,
Fuller, Burnet, and Gale, Milton, Boyle and
Selden, he moved as their equal in mental
attainment—perhaps their superior in moral
worth—as assuredly superior in. intellectual
power and penetration.

It would be unjust to attempt a sketch of
Howe’s character as & mioister and pastor
in such a paper as this. Abandant in la-
bors, learned and eloquect, humble and de.
voted, it is not inappropriate to apply to bim
the celebrated passage of Robert Hall relat-
ing to the death of Spencer of Liverpool :

“ The unqualified admiration he excited
when living, and the deep and universal
concern felt at his death, demonstrate him
to bave been no ordinary character ; but one
of these rare specimens of human nature
which the great author of it produces at dis-
tant intervals, and exhibits for a moment,
while he bastens to make them up among
his jewels.” It seems almost impossible that
death should wave his dark banner over
the grave of such a man as John Howe.
What is 1he value of that religion which tells
us—death conquered, and knrew it mot ;
Howe was conquered and knew it—and that
io the moment of defeat, the uitimate victory
of the Resurrection was brought near to the
eye of taith. We cannot estimate the value
of such a religion : words repudiate the im-
possible burden. . And to Howe death was
not unwelcome. * He had seen enough of
the world,” says Calamy, * to see how unfit
a place it was to dwell in. He wanted to
breathe in nobler air and to inhabit better
regions.” His last works breathed the very
atmosphere of that Heaven. o which his
soul was rapidly advancing. Nor is this an
unusual thing in Christian experience. Bun-
yan dreams of a Beouleb, from whence he
sees the glorious city : and Payson cries in
the delirium of the joys of a foretasted para-
dize—* The room s tull ot light—Heaven
is bere—it 18 already come!" So Howe
¢ He had got to heaven,” says Calamy,
“ even before be had laid aside that ¢ morial-
ity which he expecied to be swallowed up
m of life.” * We walk by faith and not by
sight and a man's life has testified that his
heart is Leart is right with Corist, we know
that bis safety for glorification is in Cbrist’s
bands ; though his enemies be loading him
with anatbemas, and though be, under the
infiuencg of morbid feel'ng, be writing bit-
ter things against himself, at the crisis of
bis leaving the body. Sull a cloudleds sun-
set i@ pleasant to witness, though 1n its ef
fécts on pature quite secondary to a cloud-
less day. And such a sunset was Joho
Howe’s.” Many great mea visited him on
bis déath bed —among others Ricbard Crom-
well—eon of the late Protector. Qa April
20d, 1705, John Howe confided his saacti-
fied, majestic soul, with sublime composure
in‘o the hands of “The Loving Oae, who
has the keys of bades and death ”"—his only
glorifying being in the cross of his Lord and
Saviour, by whom he had been redeemed.

Who can follow suck a spirit into the
presence of God! It has gone where there
18 no more curse, where joy reigns forever
It can die no more. All is over—and all is
won. Dying, such a spirit not merely rests
from its labours—but its works follow.

“ Pity us, O God, and let us not sink uo-
der a contemplation beaming with such aw-
ful and exceeding glory. Nerve me to save
asoul! and when | shall go bence give me
at some time to meet that redeemed spirit
in the heavenly assemblies—let me contem-
plate him from age to age—and after mill-
ions of millions of the years of eternity shall
bave passed let me be near to witnese his
still advancing glory—his everlasting blese-
edness.” *® ’

# Adam's Minister for the Times, p. 346.

Religious Intelligence.
Mr. Spurgeon in Paris.

The Paris Correspondent of the Daily
News says :—

« Mr. Spurgeon’s firat appearance in Paris
attracted an overflowing coogregation on
Tuesday night to the American Chapel in
the Rue du Berry. How many were unable
to obtain admission I cannot say, bat I my-
self arrived three quarters of an hour before
e commencement of the service, and then
found but three seats vacant, and those close
to the door. QOane of these I was foriunate
enough (o secure. A few minutes later and
all the aisles were closely packed with peo-
ple who had to stand during the two bours
that the service lasted. Among the patient
listeners unable to get a seat I observed Lord
Gray of Gray. A great maoy ladies and
women of the Lumbler class of English
residents were present. The assemblage
consisted almost entirely of Eoglisb and
Awmericans ; I myself did not see a single
Frenchman, and | koow that but very few
were there. A Frencbman's eveniog io
Paris is too precious to be sacrificed to any
foreign celebrity whose fame has not yct
been stamped by the fiat of an approved
Parisian critic

«Qa Mr. Spurgeon’s appearance in the
pulpit a thrill of excitement passed through
the crowd, and was only prevented from
breaking out into open applause by respect
for the sanctity of the building. Baut a few
minutes passed before the Preacher gave
evidence of his eecontricityl. After a -b«;rt

rayer be gave out a psalm, repeating the
gm, verse, ;‘her the manner used lo Dissent
ing chapels, and also by many clergymen of
the Church of England. A thin stream of
melody, in which certaioly not more than
one in thirty of the congregation joined, was
all that was heard in moswer to the invita-
tion to sing. Mr. Spurgeon said after the
first verse, * Your singing is a very feeb

are not, said Mr. Spurgeon, ¢ required 10
remember all his benefits ; you canvo: do
that, for they sre too numerous ; bat, at any
rate, do not forget them all. String at least
some of the beads upon the threads of me-
mory, and baog them round the neck of
gratitude.’ The sermon proper came after
another hyma.

“ Before giving out the text, Mr. Spur-
geon said that m Minister of the Gospel,
preaching for the first time before a congre-
gation, was under a great temptation to
choose a subject which might give occasion
for burning words and florid periods. He
had struggled against that temptation, and
bad chosen a text, than which a more simple
one did ot exist in Scripture, and which
would give him no occasion to glorify bim-
seli. [t was, ¢ Believe in the Lord Jesus
Christ, and thou sha!t be saved, und thy
bouse.” There existed, he said, in ancient
times cities of refuge to whick criminals
might fly from the avenging arm of the law.
It was the humane public policy of the civil
governments of those times to facilitate ac-
cess to the cities of refuge. Sign posts were
erected at every cross road with the word
‘ R:fuge’ writen upon them, so that the
fugitives, botly pursued, might not hesitate
a moment as to the course they were to take.
In like manner his text to-night plainly
enough poiated out the road which the ein-
ner must follow and the ¢ity which he must
try to reach. Bat it was his especial busi-
ness, as 'a surveyor of the road, to fill up
quagmires, to level hills, and to remove
siumbling blocks. After this introduction
be proceeded to enumerate a variety of the
impediments which stood in the way of a
Christian’s course, and to show how, by faith,
they might be overcome. Developiug the
docirine which he preaches to the fullest ex
ten' of absolute and irrevocable election, he
said :—* Never believe in any religion about
wh ch there is any uncertain y; that cannot
be u true religion. Does anyone tell you
that it is possible for the pardoned sinner to
fa!l away trom grace 7 Never believe them
Tho carse of the Church of Eogland is the
philosophy that has ecrept into it. Aaay
with all the drapery which hides the Cross. |
car: not whether it be Ca vinism or any
other ism, away with it down with it —ihe
Cross, the Cross, the Cross.  Instead ot say-
ing Down with the Pops, let vs say, U,nl
with Christ—ibat is the rue way to put 1he |
Poje down.’

“ Recounting an episode ol bis own coo-
version, Mr Spurgson said that in the carly
days of his Christian career he was much
troubled by blasphemous 1houghts which
would come into bis mind, when be bad fan-
cied he was most ardently struggling in
prayer, and which would even so rusn 10 bis
lips that be had been obliged to put his band
to his mouth to keep them down. He had
consulted a venerable Christian friend abou:
these wicked thoughts, who asked him whe-
ther they came into his mind in any conse-
cative form, or only by fits and staris  He
replied that they came quite suddenly, and
had nothing consecutive aboat them. ¢ Oh,
then,’ said the friend, ¢ care nothing for
those thoughts ; I know where they come
fromn ; treat them as in Old Eagland we
used to treat vagrants, flog them at the cart’s
tail and send them home to their parish.
Th 3¢ thoughts come into your mind from
Satan, who says to himseif, “ I am likely to
lose this man,” and makes a desperate effort.
Floz them at the cart’s taii and send them
bome* Mr. Spurgeon did so, and was never
troubled in like manner again.

After the sermon, Mr. Spurgeon an-
nounced that when be had accepted the in-
vitation to preach at the American Chapel,
his intention was that the collection should
be for the benefit of that institution, but his
friends would not allow it, and insisted that
the money should go to the fund for building
his chapel in London, for which £20 000
bad been already subscribed, but for which
£10,000 more was wanting. He gratefully
acc:pted the offer, and boped he might live
to have an opportanity of returning the fa-
vour in some way or another. He asked a0
one to subscribe, but merely informed the
conregation what wou!d be the destination
of the money they might please to give.
The managers of the chapel, in order the
bettcr to ensure a donation from every per-
son present, bad arranged to send out the
plate to every one-in bis sear,but Mr Spur-
geon, seeing that this operation wou'd take a
loo. time, cut it short and begged the col-
leciors to go to the door, 8o that he might
ask a blessing, and dismiss the congregation
In cooclusiun, he made a second ineff-ctual
attempt to introduce univers | singing. ‘ We
will finish,” he said, * with the doxol.gy,
and now do let me have the satisfaction of
bearing one universal shout of praise.’ The
resuit must have disappointed the preacher.”’

The Irish Revival,

The London correspondent. of the Pres-
byterian says :

| prayed for half an bour. After this be re- | bosoms? This could not be. Both Baxter another prayer, Mr. Spurgeon prooonnced}
sod Howe plunged into the billows of the |a discourse which [ mistook ‘or the sermon, |
stormy sea. Sometimes imprisoned, some- | but which turned out to be only an exposi- | the Protestants ot Lombardy, Tuscany, the  pedent upon him, but in many cases it is the
times banished, somnetimes preaching righ- | tion of the 108cd P.alm, ol which he read  Legations, Parma, aod Modena, bas already
teousness in King’s courts, and sometimes | the first verse, * Bless the Lord, oh! my | called into existence several flonrishing cou-
regation, a home | soul, and forget not all his benefits.’ ¢ You | gregation. At Milan a Waldensian con-

Italy.

The great Liberiy enjoyed at present by

gregation bas been founded, which aiready
is not oaly seli-supporting, but also enables
its minister t0 employ six colporteurs for the |
country. In Fiorence a congregation bas
been collected under the auspices of the Na-
tional Evangelical Society, and principally
through the labors of Signor Mazzarells, a
converted lawyer of Naples, and the most
prominent man ia this new Protestant de-
nomination, who came from Genoa to aid in
establishing the congregation of Fiorence
ona firm basis. Un‘ortunately, even the
Provisional Government of Tuascany has so
far yi-lded to the threats of the Archbishop
of Florence as to shut up temporarily the
meeting place, bat tlre increase of the con-
gregation continues, and th> membership al-
ready exceeds three bundred. Congrega-
tions of converetd Italians have also been
organized at Pisa and Leghorn, and a large
oumber of colporteurs and Bible readers are
traversiog these states, forming in dozens of
places the nucleus of new congregations. If
only religious liberty is not crushed ou: again
by the influence of the priests, the prospects
for the formation of a strong Italian Protes-
taot Charch are brilliant, and better than
were ever before —Christian Advocate and
Journal.

Protestant Missions.

The first mission of the Protestants was
that of the Huguenats to Rio Janeiro in
1556, which was concerted by Joba Calvin
and Admiral Goligny, ibe noble leader ot the
Huguenots who was brutally murdered at
the massacre of St. Bartholomew. Mission-
ary efforis were also mude by Swedish Chris-
tinns 1n Lapland near 1he e1.d of the same
century ; by the Dutch early in the next
century ; by Jobn Eliot the Apostle to the
lodians, and the Mayhbews in Massachusetts
in the same century ; by the king of Dcn-
mark io 1701, and by (he English Society
for the Propagaton of the Gospel in For-
eign Parts 10 1705 ; by Sargent Edwards,
and Biainerd awong the North American
ludians about the m'ddle of the last century ;
by the Moravians in 1743 ; by 1be Eonglish
Bapnsts in 1792 by (ne Loundon Society in
1795 ; by the Ediuburg and Glasgow Socie-
tesin 1796; and by the N-iherlunds So-
ciety in 1797 — Christian Observer.

Qbmcmi Miscelianp.

Excelsior !

Loangfellow has besut.fully sketched the up-
ward and onward carcer of a youth who, in the
face of dackarss, danger, and d.flicaity, despite
the warninys ot the aged, the entreaties of the
youag, wound his way up the giddy heights of
one 0! the Aips mounta ns but to make his grave
beneath the cold snow of ‘its Lopmos’ peak.

The shades of night were falling fast,

As through an Alpine village passed

A youth, who bore, 'mid snow and ice,

A baoner with the strange device,

Excelsior !

His brow was sad; his eye beneath

Flashed like falchion {rom its sheath,

And like a silver clarion rung N

The accents of that unknown tongue, *
Excelsior!

In bappy bomes be saw the light

Of bousebold fires gleam warm aand bright ;

Above, the spectral glaciers shone,

And from his lips escaped a groan,
Excelsior !

¢ Try not the pass !” the old man said,

+ Dark lowers the tempest overbead,

« The roaring torrent’s deep and wide!”

And loud that clarion voice replied,
Excelsior |

“ O, stay,” the maiden said, * and rest

Thy weary bead upon this breast !”

A tear stood in bis bright blue eye,

But still be answered, with a sigh,
Excelsior |

¢« Beware the pine-tree's withered branch,

Beware the awful avalancbe !”

This was the peasant’s last good-night ;

A voice replied, far up the beight,
Excelsior !

At break of day as beavenward

The pious monks ot Saint Bernard

Uttered the ott repeared prayér,

A voice cried throuzb the startled air,
Excelsior !

A traveller, by the taithfal hound,

Halt buried in the snow was found,

Sull grasping in bis band of ice

That banner with the strange device,
Excelsior !
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Life Assurance,

« The question of physical agitations con-

necied with the Irish revival still exeite A
There wou!d be |
lictie difficalty if (he siriking down only nc.[

good deal of discussion.

GENERAL ARGUMENTS IN FAVOR OF
ASSURANCE.

Haviog noticed the practical operations

curred to those whose minds are under 1he |Of Life Assuraoce Sucieties, and compared

inflience ot a severe cooflict of feeling. or
terrible dread of wraih.  Buat this is not so
Au officer in the army is ¢ stricken down”

in the act of playing at racker, and becomes |,

from that moment convinced of sin, and, in
due time, an earnest convert. A careless,
worldly, if not profligate squire, who des-
pises all religious enthusiasm, is * stricken
down,” and conveyed from his drawing-room
to bed, when he is visited by the clergyman,
and found to have lost the facalty of articu-
late speech, which is not restored to bim for
several days, during which the agonies of
remorse are racking his conscience ; but at
the close of which be enters at once into
peace and the enjoyment of all his faculties.
Such facts and incidents were related in my
hearing last night by a well known clergy-
man’ who was cognizant of them on the spot.

o wonder that men skoald l6ok on the Irish

vival as a very strange and wonderful
thing, and that Christians should recognise
in it the hand which smote Zecharias in the

nph.uﬁﬂul of Tarsus at thpod

thein with Savings Bauks, thus showing the
superiority of ibe former, we will now give
some general reasons iu their favor,

It is_evidently the Divine design that
man should become the head and father of
a family ; aod occupying such a position,
the duty is imperative to provide to the best
of bis ability for the welfare and comfort of
those dependent upon him. He must do
this by usiog all prudent and bonorable
means. Not only by present toil, bat also
by future plans; vot ouly for to-day, bat
for to-morrow. Extendiog his belp into
the future as far as his natural obligations
roach. Sastaining children uatil maturity,
and fittiog them for it ; and providing
the probabilities or possibilities of orpban-
age or widowhood. This is universally felt
and acknowledged to ba the duty of & bus-
band aod father, and he must labour dili-
gently and honestly for its accomplishment.
Now the system of Life Assurance is de-

d to aid honest effort in the completion
this task, and it is the most effectual in
its bislp. The demands of daty and petural
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affection are arguments in favor of assur-
ance

‘ Not only does life assurance belp a man in
| the performance of his duty toward those de-

| only method by which this duty can be dis-
charged.  There are hundreds and thous-
ands of husbands and fathers, whose income
is 50 small that actual demaods only are
met. These are met because they must be.
In such ceses, therelore, unless a provision

| for the fature be put in the shape of a pre-

seot actual demand, it will not be made. A
life policy does this, and does it too in the
best manuer—a stated frequent call for a
small sum ; and once committed to it there
are the strongest inducements to persevere.
Jt cannot be neglected like an. ordinary de-
posit. It is therefore the only hope in thie
direction for thousands of families

But it is also a certain provision. Exer-
cising due care in the selection of the assur-
ance company the deposits are safe, the
payment certain. Certain, if not in a sense
absolute, yet far surpassing all that can be
affirmed of any other business enterprise,
and in a sense surpassiog all probabilities of
failure. '

Again, provision made in this way is
available at the time of need, at the very
time which of all others it is most needed.
Misfortune matures the obligation; death
brings it to hfe, No definite number of days,
or months, or years is necessary to perfect
the obligation-—tbe dark day, the needy d .y,
the day of death does this, whether it occur
in youth, in middle life, or old age. '

In view of the responsibilities of parents
and héads of families who have no fortune
upon which to rely, in view of the uacertain.
ties of human life, and in view of the certain
provision that can be made agsinst naked
poverty and absolute wani, by the aid of
an assurance policy, are not the arguments
in favour of it incontrovertible? Can a
father be justified who neglects this opportu-
nity of shutting want out of bis door when
le shall no longer stand sentinel?, Ts it
right for a man who bas nothing but the re-
ceipts of his daily toil for his daily supply, to
trust the future of his wite dnd children to
chaance, or cold chari'y, when he could se-
cure to them a partial independence, at least
1o case of his removal? If a man thiry
years of age, by the appropriation of less
than ball a dollar per week, could secure to
bis family one thou:and dollars at his death
which muy occur a! any moment, would it
not be wisdom, affection, and daty to curtail
their present supply to that amount, while
he 18 with them 10 cheer, and comfort, and
plan for them, rather than to expend all
now, and dis and leave them pennyless?

To make our trust in Providence an «¢x*
cuse for not providing for the-fature is very
much hke tempting Providence. It is ex-
pecting Hercules to help without having put
our own shoulder to the wheel. The man
who has an opportanity of assuring his lite
and does not, is the desperate gambler who
takes the entire risk wpon his own skill in
the game, ¢+ It is no more the moral daty
of a man to provide bread for bis family
while be lives, than it is to provide against
their being left destitute when he dies.” The
great Lord Lyodnurst once said upon the
bench : * A policy of life assurance 1s always
prudent forethought, and no man with a de-
pendent family is free from reproach if his
life is not insured.” ' )

The arguments in favour of life assarance
may be epitomized thus :

1. It is a safe and ¢ertain method of pro-
viding after the death of the assured for the
family or survivors.

2. It is u lawful and bonest method of ac-
cumalating property.

3. It is a speedy means of doing so. The
whole amount of the policy being secured
the moment after the first premium  is paid,
the man can iben say, In case of my death I
am worth so much—one thousand, five thou-
sand, or ten thousand.

4. It is a mode of accumulation open to
every class, and convenient for every class,
adapting itself to the means of every individ-
ual in time and amount of payment.

5 It is an investment placed beyond the
reach of ordinary disaster or dishonesty.

6. It furnishes rest and quietness to the
mind. ‘I'bis sustains health and strength of
body, and length of life and increased useful-
ness are the oatural result.  McCulloch says:
“ The relief from anxiety afforded by life as-
surance very frequenly contribates to prolong
the life of the assured, at the same time that
it materially augments the comfort and well-
being of those dependent upon bim. It bas
also an obvious tendency to strengthen hab-
its of accumulation.” D. D. Lore.

Gustavus Adolphus’ Battle Song.

Long after the southern regions of modern
Europe emerge into the sober daylight of
bistory, the twilight of legend lingers over
the porib. The gigantic forms of the old
sages flit about in (be gleam of the northern
lights uges after the chronicles of the south
are peopled with a raceof solid and ordinary
men and women. Four ceoturies after the
time when Milan first sang the bymns of
Ambrose, nearly three centuries afier Gre-
gory the great sent Augustine to the Eoglish,
a hundred years af er the venerab ¢ Bede
passed his tranquil life in the monastery
near Wearmoath, translating the New Tes-
tament into Anglo-§+xo0n, and chonicl:ng his
own times—=in Sweden Christianity was
carrying oo its first confl:ct with the fierce
old Scaodinavian heathenism. Aupschar,
* the Apostle of the Nortb,” died A. D , 835.

Thos Cbristendom had journeyed eight
hundred years from the apostolic age before
the name of Christ bad penetrated into Swe-
den. After seven ceotaries more, Chris-
tianity streamed®mto those northern regions
fresh from the lips of the evangelists and
apostles.

The Swedish reformation seems scarcely
to bave been so much of a transplantation
from Germany as a natural branch of Lu-
theran Protestantism. The inward work in
Sweden appears to have followed the out-
waid. The Bible was given to the people
in thbeir mother-tongue, and so the nation
became Lutheran, and mauy among them
truly evangelicdl, Tbhe Bible was translated
from the German Bible; the hymn-book
was a reflection of the German hymun-book,
bat by degrees native hymao-writers arose.
The glad tidings coald not fail to call forth
the new song.

The whole bistory of Sweden appears to
blessgn into its full asd characteristio dr‘

velopment of the biography of one man.
i 4

should never be forgotten that the royal
bero of Protestantism wae a Swede. Swe-
| dish chronicles. otherwise so isolated, are
incorporated as a central ‘portion of Eure-
| pean history around the persons of two Swe-
dish kings, Gustavus Adolphus snd Cbarles
XIl. The self-sacrificing Christian hero
and the selfish military chiel might stand
as among the most strikingly contrasted
types of true and false beroism.

It ever man sabordinated self to the cause
he contended for, it was surely the great
Gustavus. And he had bis reward in kind.
The life he s0 unflinchingly offered, to stem
the returning flocd of Romaniem, was ac-
cepted, and the flood was siayed. The bero
died at Lutzen, and the faith be bad com-
tended for, held its ground in Germany.
From  that noble heart, in which nortbern
strength and southern tendcrness, the lofty
heroism of an old Viking and the lowly he-

roism of a Christian martyr, were s0 won-
derfully blended, oue psalm has come down
tous. Its composition was characteristic.
The brave king was no man of letters. The
fire of faith which burned in his heart was
more wont to fuse the iron of heroic deeds
thao the gold of beautiful words. But the
thoughts were in his heart; bad they mot
inspired him in march and bettle-fleld? So
be told his chaplain, Dr. Jacob Fabricius,
what his thoughts were, and the chaplain
molded them into three verses of a hymo,
and toe simple-hearted hero took them ever
afterward as bis battle-song. Oa the mora-
ing of his last battle, when the armies of
Gustavus and Wallenstein were drawn up,
waiting till the morning mist dispersed to
commence the atiack, the king commanded
Luther's great psalm, * Eine feste Burg tst
unser Golt,” to be sung, and then that hymn
of his own, accompapied by the drams and
trampets of the-wbole army. - Imaediately
afterward the mist broke, and the sunshine
barst upon the two srmies. For a moment
Gustavas Adelphus kaelt beside his horse,
in_the face of his soldiers, and repeated his
usaal battle-prayer, * Q Lord Jesus Christ,
bless our arms, and this day’s battle, for the
glory of thy holy same.,” Tren passing
along the lioes, wigh a few brief words of
encouragement, hagave the battle-cry, * God
with ue!” the same with which be had con-
quered at Liepzig. Thus began tbe day
which laid him low amid the thickest of the
fight, with those three- sentences ob his dy-
ing lips, noble and Christian as any that
ever fell from the lips of a dying man since
the days ol the first martyr : —** [ seal with
my blood the hiberly and religion of the
German nation !"—* My God, my God !"
—and, the last that were heard, “ Alas! my
poor queen I"®
A nymn so consecrated has a value be-
yond that of mero words Whether the
Swedish (from which the following transla-
tion is made) or the German was the original,
the translator does not know. Probably
both were original ; but that in the mother-
tonguo of the hero himsell has its peculiar
interest.
GUSTAVGS ADOLPHUS BATTLE-SONG.
[Forfaras ej du bils hop.] :
Be not dismayed, thou litte flock,
Altbough the foe’s flerce battie shock
Loud on all sides assails thee.
Though o'er th, fall they la secure,

Taeir triumph ecannot long 3
Let not thy courage fail thee.

Thv cause is God’s—go at his call,

And to his band commit tky all §
Fear thon 90 1l} unpending :

His Gideon shall arise for 1hee,

God's word and people man‘ully,
1o God's own time defend

Our hope is sare in Jesus’ might ;
Against themsoives the god less fight—
Themselves, noj us, dmnum1 §
Shame and coatempt their lot shall be |
God 18 with us, with bun are we ;
To us belongs his blessing.

The orphaned army and nation had peed,
indeed, of such wordas t0 sustain them for the
loss of such a man and such a captain—a
loss indequately compensated even by the
utter destruction on that battle-field of the
imperial army. But his cause was won, and
Protestant Germany was saved, not by her
armies or her princes, but by the heart of
that one hero, given by God.— The Voice of
Christian Life in Song. .

# Hollings’ * Life of Gustavus Adolphus.”

The Lady and the Robber.

In a large and lonely bouse, situated in
the south of England, there once lived a
lady uod her iwo maid servants. They
were far away from all buman babitations,
but they seem to bave fels no fear, and t0
bave dwelt there peucefally and bappily.—
It was the lady’s custom to go round the
house with her maids every eveoiog, (o see
that all the windows and doors were proper-
ly secured. Ouae night she had accompunied
them as usaal, and ascertained that all was
safe. They left her in the passage close to
ber room, aod went (0 their own, which was
at the other side of the house. As the lady
opened her door, she distinctly saw & man
underneath her bed. What could she do?
Her servants were {ar away, and could not
hear her if she screamed for belp, and even
if they had come to her assistance, those
three weak women we.e no match for a des-
perate housebreaker. How then did she
act? She trusted in Gud. Quietly she
closed the door, and locked it on the inside,
which she was always in the babit of Hoing.
She then leisurely brushed her bair, and put-
ting on her dressing gown, she-took her Bi-
bie and sat down to read. Sbe read aloyd,

ference to God's watchfuloess over us,

constant care of us by night and by day.
When it was finished she koelt and prayed
at great length, still uttering ber words
aloud, especially commending hereelf and
servants to God’s protection, and dweiling
upon their utter helplessness, and depen-
dence upon him to preserve them from all
dangers. At last she rose from ber koees,
put out her candle, and laid down in bed ;
but she did not sleep. Afier a few minutes
bad elapsed, she was conscious that the man
was standing by ber bed side. He address-
ed ber, and begged ber not to be alarmed.
«] came here,” said he, “to rob you, but
after the words you bave read, and the
prayers you have uttered, no power on earth
could induce me to bart you, or to toach a
thiog in your house. Bal you must remain
perfectly qu:et, and not attempt to interfere
with me. I sball now give a signal to:‘yl

which they will
sleep in
posce, for 1 give you my that

com
then we will go away and
one shall you, and Bot the amallest

and chose a chapter which had peculiarre- , &



