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11 Forget not what Thy Ransom 
Cost”

Pilgrim to the better country, ...
Traveller ia the narrow road,

Lighted by the distant gloria.
Of the city of oar God ;

When the cloud of care come, o'er you,
And the gloriou. light before yoo,
In temptation*, night is lost ;
“ Forgetioot what thy ransom cost.”

When sweet hopes of earth-bora pleasure 
Seek to ravish all thy soul ;

When thy path seems dark and thorny,
And far ofl the shining goal ;

When soft air. and pleasant flower.
Tempt to Folly’, wild'ring bower*,
Till heaven for earth is well nigh lost,

Forget not what thy ransom cost.'’

When thy wandering step# returning,
Find too steep the backward road,

While the sin.taint on thy spirit 
Hangeth like a weary load ;

Think—thy Saviour bore the burden,
Think—for you be purchased pardon ;
Take, in meekness, take the crow,
“ Forget not what thy ranaom cost ”

.Think—for yoo be bore the hiding 
Of his Father’, tender face,

Think—be left the heavenly mansions 
To prepare for you a place.

By the tear, be wept in Jordan,
By the anguish in the garden,
By bis wounds, and by bis crow,
•• Forget not what thy ransom coat.”

When thy lot is dark and dreary,
Think ot Him foot-wont nod sors ; 

Comforting the sick and weary,
Seeking out the erring poor.

When from Him compassion learning.
When like Him o’er sinners yearning,
Can yoo measure earth’s vain draw,
With the price your ransom coat ?

We are hid behind the portal.
Consecrated by hi. blood ;

Here can no destroying angel 
Vasa with bis avenging rod.

Oh ! it tempted e’er to leave Him,
Ob • it tempted e'er to grieve Him,
Let bis love, and let bis cross,
Remind tbee what thy ransom cost.

L. A. C.
—X. F Observer.
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Pulpit Sketches.
NO. 3

JOHN HOWE.
I i Bi W. C. Hclissos.

“ Vader.tending ia ell things. *—» Tim. xi. T.

Th«re are four peculiarities relating to 
the P rot çb tant ministry of the XVIth cen
tury—yt: their labours, tbeir learning. 
their political activity, and tbeir personal 
Kulincu. Not that these particulars meet 
in ail the ministers of that period ; then, as 
now, many were “ wolves in sheep’, cloth
ing,"—and such will be found even at the 
appearance of the great Shepherd. But in 
every age there are representative men— 
types ol the class to which they belong,— 
Such a representative man is John Howe, 
not the least conspicuous for labours, learn
ing, politics and piety, of an age which pro
duced the Pearsons, Butlers, Baxters, Bun- 
yens, Ussbers, and Fleetwood», wboM names 
are tmperithably registered in the record, of 
the Church below, and, we trust, al.0 re
corded in the Limb’s book of life.

It does not always occur that proportion 
be discoverable between the internal and ex
ternal men. Isaac Watts would be remem. 
bertd were it only for the memorable im
promptu— r

“ Were I ss tall as reach the pole,
And grasp the oceen in a .pen,

I most be measured by my soul—
The mind’s tbs standard of the man."

Alexander Pope was a small man ; and so 
was Cowper. Eten Dr. Gumming is not a 
son of Ana It. But in John Howe, mind and 
matter were alike Titanic. If the gem was 
a koh i-noor, the casket corresponded. If 
John Howe’s soul was of the highest order, 
the shrine which conuined it was magnifi
cent. A broad, white, high Shaksperian 
forehead, — a clear, piercing, intellectual 
eye,—an erect and noble bearing, all con
tributed to add to the dignity of a person 
tail and athletic beyond the ordinary stand
ard ol men. We call attention to this cir- 
cum.tance because John Howe’s magnifi
cent form and aspect produced an important 
change to his fortunes. Cromwell beard 
hint preach. Cromwell, an acute observer 
and thorough judge of bis species, intuitive
ly fe t that Howe was no ordinary man.— 
He already bad attached John Milton to bis 
person as his Latin Secretary : with the 
same feeling which induced the selection ol 
Mil on as secretary, he decided on calling 
Ho*6 to the chaplaincy of the Protectorate 
Full of love to bis quiet country parish, 
Ho #c at first refused an offer eg tempting to 
ordinary ambition. But the great Puritan's 
ambition was not ordinary—be sought pre 
ferment at the Heavenly Court, and regard
ed at a vert low esiimaie the honours ol an 
earthly—albeit that court surrounded such 
a mouarcb as even a Cromwell. But the 
Protector would brook no denial. Conse
quently John Howe, bidding farewell to bis 
beloved people and former residence, re
moved to London as chaplain to Cromwell, 
about the year 1656.

It is no part of our purpose to sketch the 
life ot such a man : that woo Id require a 
volume. Those who desire more know
ledge i bap already possessed on such a «ab
ject will be fully gratified by bis Life by 
Henry Rogers, and next to that hie Life by 
Dr. Calamy (almost bis contemporary), or, 
failing these, the sketch prefixed to hie col
lected works by Dr. Urwick. We mean 
to make a pasting allusion to those features 
of ministerial life in the XVI. century, to 
which reference has already been made.

** In labors more abundant.” To those 
who live in the present day there appears 
something approaching physical impossibili
ty in the work by the preachers of the Howe 
type in an o-dinary Sabbath day. " He 
told me,” said Dr. Calamy, “ that hie eem- 
moo way waa lo begin aboat nine ia the 
moraiag with a prayer of aboat a quarter ef 
aa hour, ia which he begged a bleeein 
the work of the day j and afterwards

i l as

three quarters of an hour ; thee preyed for 
an hour, preached for another hour, and 
prayed for half an hour. After this be re
tired and took some refreshment for about a 
quarter of an hour—the people singing all 
the while—and then returned to the pulpit, 
prayed for another hoar, end pare them ano
ther sermon of sheet aa hour’s length, and 
so concluded the service of the day about 
four o'clock in the evening.” Arvo. Hours 
(with a trifling intermission of fifteen min
ute.) spent in praying, preaching, and ex 
pounding by the same man ! Let it be re
membered also in Howe'a case, that no de
mand upon brain or murale could exhaust 
the endless variety of the one, or the phyei 
cal power of the other. His were not com 
mon-place discourse». They all rank as 
high, nay higher, than Cbanorck’e, Paley's, 
or South's.

Though Howe'a learning was prodigious, 
yet it is more by the beauty of his style than 
by hi. contributions to the general fund of 
knowledge that be ia to be remembered.

We have said that his knowledge waa 
prodigioos. To verify such an assertion it 
ia sufficient to quote Robert Hall's declara
tion that he ” had learned more from Howe 
than from any other author be had ever 
read.” (Hall's works, volume iii., p. 78.) 
Nor will it be wondered at, when we remetn- 
oer that the great literary advantages he en
joyed during his youth were sedulously im
proved to the uttermost. At the age of 
twenty-two be had token a degree : he had 
then gone through a courte Of philosophy, 
read the Heathen moralists, and all we have 
remaining of pagan theology, the writings 
of the Schoolmen, several systems of theo
logy drawn up by the Reformers,—above 
all be had so thoroughly mastered the Scrip
tures that he drew up a system for himself, 
from which be never afterwards saw it ne
cessary to materially deviate. Patient 06 
toil, minute in his investigations, unbiassed 
in bis judgment, bis learning became vast 
and multifarious, yet well digested and pro-' 
per to his office.

Though many works from Howe’s pen 
were contributed to the sacred literature of his 
day, it is more especially for his great work 
—■ The Living Temple "—that John Howe 
will be remembered and admired by posteri
ty. Qtaint in pbrastelegy. apparently loose 
in structure, altogethert Miltonic in its de
sign and plan, well migtn it be characterized 
by Professor Wilson ot*Edinburgh as con
taining the finest *pecin$en of composition to 
be found in the Eogli.IT language. This 
partage the Professor once read before bis 
cess, and compared wiih a piece from Kaut 
—giving the deeded prefetemçu so the ex- 
tnct from the ” Living Temntê " We h,.ve 
not to im to quote the passdge — but the rea
der may turn to page 76 oMf|bwe's work 
above quoted, and read for himeell the pas
sage beginning—“ The st^By”"ruins ate 
virible to every one that beat* in tbeir front 
this doleful inscription ‘ Here God once 
dwelt 1 ’’ Or let him turn to-fais woik en
titled “ The Vanity of Man ks Mortal,” 
and read that sublime passage beginning : — 
“ But that lofty soul that bears about with 
it the living apprehension of its being,” & j , 
and be will read a passage which lor 
strength, eloquence and the grandeur of so 
unsurpassed climacteric *e bave qpver yet 
seen excelled in the whole range' ofEogli-.h 
literature with which we are acquainted — 
Edmund Burke’s sentences approach, per
haps equal, but certainly do not surpass, 
those contained in the writings of John 
Howe. Baxter was more pungent — but 
he had not the majesty of the latter, snd, in 
this particular, we know of but one minister 
of the gospel since Howe’s day, with whom 
we would for a moment compare him — 
we allude to Richard Watson. Chalm
ers possessed hie energy without bis gran
deur ; Hall his choice, pure, and perfect 
style, without its force and extensiveness. 
Watson alone exhibits that real majes
ty of intellect, apart from dignity of 
person, (altogether another thing,) for 
which John Howe was in a peculiar degrrp 
remarkable. Of hia own contemporaries 
Baxter approaches him the most nearly. 
But Baxter and Howe are nevertheless, the 
very antithesis of each other. Baxter’s style 
is devout and inspiring ; Howe’a though not 
less earnest, is more pbiloepbical, and evi
dently the production of a more noble intel
lect, and a more vigorous imagination Bax
ter concentrates bis attention on the salva
tion of the soul, Howe expatiates on the vis
ion of God ; the expansion of the intellect, 
and the ever-advancing perfection of aa im
mortal spirit.

Of Howe’s polemical works we shall say 
nothing, but they are worthy of such a mind 
—calm, dignified, comprehensive, and at the 
farthest possible remove from sectarian big-- 
oiry or the spirit of religious party. ^fae 
Redeemer’s Tears ” is the title Of one 
best practical works, and is still found in 4^ 
evangelical minister's library, and by him 
received as a choice contribution to re.igious 
literature

To >■ peak of so good a preacher, so faithful 
and laborious a pastor, so bumble a Christian, 
as a politician may seemed paradoxical. 
However a few words on that point wil suf 
lice. Howe believed that God was the God 
of politics, and ruled nsitons: he believed 
that for ministers of Chris', to sanction, even 
by their silence, a wrong leg-si at ion placed 
I,eon in a position ill suited to ibeir high and 

independent calling. Tbe period, too, in 
which be lived, was one which demanded of 
ministers active interference in matters polit
ical. Charles II. was on the throne ; Laud 
was Primate of England, and promulgated 
bis High Church principles with dauntless 
effrontery ; to crown all, Judge Jeffreys 
was on the bench—and to such men at 
Howe, and Baxter and others of a similar 
type we owe it, that religious toleration was 
langht, maintained and established as an 
inseparable blessing attached to the British 
Constitution. Tbe principles of the Refor
mation were developing their mighty and 
irregular energies ; social and political ele
ments were heaving and dashing in wild dis
order—it waa an era of mighty intellectual 
powjr. It waa the age ol Boyle, and Locke, 
and Barron—of Stilling fleet and Milton; lit
erature had sprang up into renewed exis
tence, and religion had thrown aside the in
cubus of ages, and gathering up her resour
ces for yet more splendid achievements. 
Was it an age in which a minister of tbe 
gospel could stand Mill ? Would not the 
surges of a society yet unsettled and chaotic 
bear him onward, and onward ? Such a 
aalod a* John Howe’s oould no* slumber in 

fails* the grant ratifies» and

agitating nil heart* and imposing with a 
greater or lesser degree of enthusiasm all 
bosoms? This could not be. Both Baxter 
nod Howe plunged into the billows of the 
stormy sea. Sometimes imprisoned, some 
times banished, to uetimes preaching rich- 
teouenees in King’s courts, and sometimes 
wandering without a congregation, a home 
or reeling place—those devoted and good 
men ran (heir career—and have left behind 
them the record that whilst Christ claimed 
their supreme love, yet they regarded their 
country and jM happinese,>v only secondary 
in their aifcc#ione to their love for him whose 
gospel they'” shunned not to declare." And 
it is enough to say of John Howe, that mov 
ing amid such men as Charnoek, Sherlock, 
Fuller, Burnet, and Gale, Milton, Boyle and 
Selden, he moved as their equal in mental 
attainment—perhaps their superior in moral 
worth—as assuredly superior in-intellectual 
power and penetration.

It would be unjust to attempt a sketch of 
Howe’s character as a minister and pastor 
in such a paper as this. Abundant in la
bors, learned end eloquent, humble and de
voted, it is not inappropriate to apply to him 
the celebrated passage of Robert Hall relat
ing to the death of Spencer of Liverpool :

“ The unqualified admiration he excited 
when living, and the deep end universal 
concern felt at his death, demonstrate him 
to bave been no ordinary character ; but one 
of these rare specimens of human nature 
which tbe great author of it produces at dis
tant intervals, and exhibits for a moment, 
while he hastens to make them up among 
hia jewels." It seems almost impossible that 
death should wave hie dark banner over 
•be grave of such a man as John Howe. 
Wbat is the value of that religion which tells 
us—death conquered, and knew it not ; 
Howe was conquered and knew it—sad that 
to the moment of defeat, the ultimate victory 
ol the Resurrection was brought near to the 
eye of faith We cannot estimate the value 
of such a religion : words repudiate the im
possible burden. And to Howe death was 
not unwelcome. “ He bad seen enough ol 
tbe world,” says Calamy, “ to see bow unfit 
a place it wee to dwell in. He wanted to 
breathe in nobler air and to inhabit better 
regions.” His last works breathed tbe very 
atmosphere of that Heaven to which bis 
soul was rapidly advancing. Nor is this an 
unusual thing in Christian experience. Ban
yan dreams of a Beuleb, from whence he 
sees the glorious city : and Pay eon cries in 
the delirium of the joys of a lore tasted para- 
di-e—“ The room is lull ol light—Heaven 
is here—it is already come !’ Sj Howe 
l> He had got to heaven," says Calamy,
J even before he bad laid aside that ‘ moral
ity which he expected to be swallowed up 
m ol life.’ • We walk by faith and not by 
sight,' and a man’s life has testified that bis 
heart is heart is right with Christ, we know 
that bis sajety for glorification is in Christ’s 
bands ; though bis enemies be loading him 
with anathemas, and though be, under tbe 
infiuenqp of morbid feelmg, be writing bit
ter things against himself, at the crisis ol 
bis leaving tbe body. Still a cloudless sun
set iq pleasant to witness, though in its ef 
feels on nature quite secondary to a cloud
less day. And such a sunset was John 
Howe’s." Many great men visited him on 
bis dCath bed—among others Richard Crom
well—son of the late Protector. On April 
2nd, 1705, John Howe confided his sancti
fied, majestic eool, with sublime composure 
iti’o tbe hands of ” Tbe Loving One, who 
bas tbe keys of bedes and death ”—his only 
glorifying being in tbe cross of bis Lord and 
Saviour, by whom he bad been redeemed.

Who can follow such a spirit into tbe 
presence of God ! It bas gone where there 
is no more curse, where joy reigns forever 
It can die no more. All is over—and all is 
won. Dying, each a spirit not merely rests 
from its labours—but its works follow.

” Pity us, O God, sod let us not sink un
der a contemplation beaming with such aw
ful and exceeding glory. Nerve me to save 
a soul ! and when 1 shall go hence give me 
at some time to meet that redeemed spirit 
in the heavenly assemblies—let me contem
plate him from age to age—and after mill 
ions of millions of tbe years of eternity shall 
have passed let me be near to witness his 
still advancing glory—bis everlasting bless
edness." •

• Adam’s Minister for the Timee, p. 14*.

Religious Intelligence.

Mr. Spurgeon in Paris.
The Paris Correspondent of the Daily 

News says :—
“ Mr. Spurgeoo’s first appearance in Paris 

attracted an overflowing congregation on 
Tuesday night to the American Chapel in 
the Rue du Berry. How many were unable 
tu obtain admitaion I cannot ray, but 1 my
self arrived three quarters of an hour before 
life commencement of tbe service, sod then 
found but three seats vacant, and those close 
to tbe door. One of these 1 was foriuoate 
enough to secure. A few minutes later and 
all tbe aisles were closely packed with peo 
pie who had to stand during the two hours 
that the service lasted. Among the patient 
listeners unable to get a seat I observed Lord 
Gray of Gray. A great many ladies and 
women of tbe l.umbler class ol English 
residents were present. Tbe assemblage 
consisted almost entirely of English and 
American» ; I myself did not see a single 
Frenchman, and 1 know I bat but very lew 
were there. A Frenchman’s even log in 
Paris is too precious to be sacrificed lo any 
foreign celebrity whose fame bas not yet- 
been siaeped by tbe fiat of an approved 
Parisian critic

” On Mr Spurgeon’s appearance in the 
pulpit a thrill of excitement passed through 
the crowd, and was only prevented from 
breaking out into open applause by respect 
for tbe sanctity of tbe building. But a lew 
minute* passed before tbe Preacher gave 
evidence of bis eccentricity. After a abort 
prayer be gave out a psalm, repeating tbe 
first verse, alter tbe manner used In Dissent
ing chapels, and also by many clergymen of 
the Church of England. A thin stream of 
melody, in which certainly not more than 
one in thirty of tbe congregation joined, was 
all that was heard in answer to the invita
tion to sing. Mr. Spurgeon said alter the 
first verra, • Your singing is a very feebf 
cry ; oould we not aiog a little more earl 
estly ? The reproof produced no effect ; 
the church was mainly filled with that res
pectable upper stratum ol the middle class 
which ia net adffiatnl la *~ _!

iag, and could not change ito habits at tbe 
word ot command. After tbe singing snd 
another prayer, Mr. Spurgeon pronounced 
a discourse which I mistook for tbe sermon, 
but which turned out to be only an exposi
tion of the 108rd P*alm, ol which he read 
the first verse, ‘ Bless tbe Lord, oh ! my 
soul, nod forget not all bis benefits.’ 1 You 
are not,’ said Mr. Spurgeon, • required to 
remember all his benefits ; you oanno do 
that, for they ere too numerous ; but, at any 
rate, do not forget them alL String at least 
some of tbe beads upon the threads of me 
mory, and hang them round the neck of 
gratitude.1 Tbe sermon proper came after 
another hymn.

“ Before giving out tbe text, Mr. Spur 
geon said that s Minister of the Gospel, 
preaching lor the first time before a congre
gation, waa under a great temptation to 
chuoee a .object which might give occasion 
for burning words and florid periods. He 
had struggled against that temptation, and 
had chosen a text, then which a more simple 
one did not exist in Scripture, and which 
would give him no occasion to glorify him
self. It was, ‘ Believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou «halt be saved, and thy 
bouse.’ There existed, he said, in ancient 
times cities of refuge to which criminals 
might fly from tbe avenging arm of tbe law. 
It was the humane public policy of the civil 
governments of those timee to facilitate ac
cès* to the cities of refuge. Sign posts were 
erected at every cross road with the word 

R -fuge’ wri ten upon them, so that tbe 
fugitives, holly pursued, might not hesitate 
a moment as to the course they were to take 
In like manner hie text to-night plainly 
enough pointed out the road which the sin
ner moat follow aod the city which be most 
try to reach. But it was bis especial busi

es, as a surveyor of the road, to fill up 
quagmires, to level hills, and to remove 
siombliog blocks. After this introduction 
he proceeded to enumerate a variety of the 
impediments which stood in the way of a 
Christian’s course, and to show bow, by faith, 
tbei might be overcome. Developing the 
doc.rme which be preaches to tbe fullest ex 
ten1 of absolute and irrevocable election, be 
said :—‘Never beliere in any religion about 
wb ch there is any uncertain y ; that cannot 
be a true religion. Does anyone tell you 
that it is possible for the pardoned sinner lo 
fa'I away from grace ? Never believe them 
Th" curse of ibe Church of England is the 
pbi'osophy that has crept into it. A»ay 
wil h all the drapery which bide, the Cross. I 
car - not whether it be Ca vintim or a iy 
oi.bvr istn. away with it down with it —ih« 
0r<ns, ibe Cross, the Cross. Instead ul Bal
ing Down with the Pop-, let us say. Up 
wnb Christ—that is ibe uue way to put the 
Pope down.’

*■ Recounting an episode ol bis own con
version, Mr Spu-gson said that in the early 
days of his Chri»tian career be was much 
troubled by blasphemous thoughts which 
would come into bis mind, when he bad fan
cied he was most ardently struggling in 
prayer, and which would even so rusn 10 bis 
lip.- that be had been obliged to put his hand 
to Ins mouth to keep them down. He had 
con-ulted a venerable Christian friend abou1 
these wicked thoughts, who asked him whe
ther they came into bis mind in any conse
cutive form, or only by fits and starts He 
replied that they came quite suddenly, and 
had nothing consecutive about them. • Oh, 
then,’ said tbe friend, ‘ care nothing for 
tbo-e thoughts ; I know where they come 
from ; treat them as in Old England we 
used to treat vagrants, flog them at tbe cart's 
toil and send them home lo tbeir parish. 
Th i.e thoughts come into yoor mind from 
Satan, who says to himself, “lam likely to 
lose this mao,” and makes a desperate effort. 
Flog them at tbe cart’s taii and send them 
home ’ Mr. Sporgeoo did so, and was never 
troubled to like manner again.

After the aerarao, Mr. Spurgeon an
nounced that when he had accepted the in
vitation to preach at the American Chapel, 
bis intention was that tbe collection should 
be for the benefit of that institution, but his 
frie nds would not allow it, and insisted that 
the money should go to the food for building 
hie chapel in London, for which 120 000 
had been already subscribed, but for which 
£10,000 more was wanting. He gratefully 
accepted tbe offer, and hoped be might live 
to have an opportunity of returning the fa
vour in some way or another. He asked no 
one to subscribe, but merely ioformed tbe 
congregation what would be the destination 
of ibe money they might please to give. 
Th managers of tbe chapel, in order ibe 
better to ensure a donation from every per
son present, bad arranged to send out the 
plate to every ooe in bis seat, but Mr Spur
geon, seeing ibat this operation woo d take a 
long time, cut it short and begged the col
lectors to go to tbe door, so that he might 
ask a blessing, and dismiss the congregation 
In cjDclasii.n, be made a second ineffectual 
attempt to introduce univers I singing. ‘ We 
will finish,’ he said, ‘ with the duuLgy, 
anu now do let me have the satislacii- n of 
bea-mg one universal shout of praise.' Tbe 
reS'di musi have disappointed the preacher.’’^

Protestant Congregations
Italy.

in

The great liberty enjoyed at present by 
the Protestant» ol Lombardy, Tuscany, tbe 
Legations, Parma, aod Modena, ha« already 
called into existence several flourishing con
gregation . At Milan a WiUensian con
gregation has been founded, which already 
is Dot only seli-supporting, but also enable# 
its minister lo'employ six colporteurs for tbe 
country. In Florence a congregation bas 
been collected under tbe auspices ol tbe Na
tional Evangelical Siciety, and principally 
through tbe labors of S'gnor Maxzarella, a 
converted lawyei of Naples, ami tbe most 
prominent man in ibis new Protestant de
nomination, who came from Genoa to aid in 
establishing tbe congregation of Florence 
on a firm basis. Unfortunately, even tbe 
Provisional Government of Toscany has so 
far yielded to the threats of the Archbishop 
of Florence as to shut up temporarily the 
meeting place, but the increase of the con
gregation continues, aod th - membership al
ready exceeds three hundred. Congrega
tions of cooveretd Italians have also been 
organised at Pisa aod Leghorn, aod a large 
number of colporteurs and Bible readers are 
traversiog these states, forming in doxeas of 
places tbe nucleus of new congregations. If 
only religious liberty is not crushed oui again 
by tbe influence of Ibe priests, tbe prospects 
for the formation of a stroog Italian Protes
tant Church are brilliant, and better than 

ere ever before —Christian Advocate and 
Journal.

affection are argument* in favor of aseur- should never be forgotten that the royal 
ance. hero of Protestantism was a Swede. Swe*

Not only does life assurance help a man in dish chronicle*, otherwise so isolated, are

Protestant Missions.
The first mi-sion of the Protestants was 

that of tbe Huguenots to Rio Janeiro in 
1556, which was concerted by John Calvin 
and Admiral Goligny, ibe noble leader of the 
Huguenots who wa< brutally murdered at 
tbe massacre of St Birtholomew. Mission
ary efforts were also made by Swedish Chris
tians in Lapland near the end of the same 
century ; by the Ditch early in tbe next 
century i by John Eliot the Apostle to the 
Indians, and the May hews in Masaaehusetis 
in ihe same century ; by ihe king of Den
mark in 1701, and by ihe Engli-h Society 
for ihe Propaga-ion of ihe Gospel in For
eign Parts in 1705 ; by Sargent Edwards, 
and Biaincrd a uong the North American 
Indians about the m ddle of the last century ; 
by ibe Moravians in 1743 ; by the English 
Hap'rsta in 1792 ; by the L mdon Society in 
1795 ; b> ihe EJiub irg and Ula-gow Socié
té- lu 1796 ; and h> the N -iberlauda So
ciety in 1797 —Christian Observer.

The Irish Revival.
The London correspondent of tbe Pres

byterian says :
•• The question of phy-ical agitation-con- 

nee >-d with the Irish revival anil excite a 
good deal of discussion. There would be 
I,tile difficulty if ibe striking down only oc
curred to tho-e whose minds are under 'he 
ii.fl ience ot a seveie conflict of feeling, or 
terrible dread of wrath But this is not so 
An officer in tbe army is *’ stricken down" 
in the act of playing at racket, and becomes 
from that moment convinced of sin, and, in 
due time, an earnest convert. A careless, 
worldly, if not profligate squire, who des
pises all religious enthusiasm, it u stricken 
down,” and conreyed from hie drawing-room 
to bed, when he is visited by tbe clergyman, 
aod found to have lost the faculty of articu
late speech, which is not restored to him for 
several days, during which the agonies of 
remorse are racking hie conscience ; but at 
tbe close of which be enters at once into 
peace and the enjoyment of all hia faculties. 
Such fact* and incidents were related in my 
hearing last night by a well known clergy
man’ who was cognisant of them oo tbe spot, 

n wonder that men should look oo the Irish 
viral as a very strange and wonderful 

thing, and that Christians should recognise 
in it the hand which mote Zseharia* ia the
(•■pin, and Seal of Tarsus at the gala of
— •

Excelsior I
Longfellow has beiut fully sketched the up

ward and onward career ul a youth who, in the 
face of darkn.ss, danger, end d Ificully, despite 
the warning, ol th. aged, the entreaties of the 
young, wound his wsy up the giddy heights of 
one oi Hie Aip, in ittnla us but lo tusk# bis grave 
beneath the cold snow uf its topmost peek.

Tbe shades ol night were titling fs«t,
As through so Alpine village passed 
A youth, who bore, 'mid snow sod ice,
A banner with ibe s'rsuge device,

Escelaior !

His brow was sad; bis eye beneath 
Flashed like falchion Irom its .heath,
Aod like n silver clarion rung v
Tbe accents ol that unknown tongue, v 

Excelsior !

In happy borne, be saw the light 
Ot household fire, gleam warm sod bright ; 
Above, tbe spectral glaciers'shone,
And from bis lips escaped a groan,

Excelsior !

Try not tbe pas. !” tbe old man mid,
“ Dark lower* tbe tempest overhead,
“ The roaring torrent’, deep aod wide!” 
And loud that clarion voice replied, 

Excelsior I

“ O, stay,” ibe maiden mid, •• and rest 
Thy weary bead upon tbi. breast !”
A tear stood in bis bright blue eye,
But still he answered, with a sigh,

Excelsior I

“ Beware the pine-tree’s wi-bered branch, 
Beware ibe awful avalanche !”
This was ihe peasant's last good-night ;
A voice replied, tar up tbe height,

Excelsior •

At break of day as heavenward 
The pious monks ol Saint Bernard 
Uttered the olt repes'ed p-ayër,
A voice cried ibrooch tbe sianled air, 

Eaceisior !

A traveller, by the liilblul hound,
Halt buried in the .«now was found,
Still grasping in hi- hand of ice 
That banner with ihe strange device, 

Excelsior !

From the Christian Advocate Se Journal.

Life Assurance.
GENERAL ARGUMENTS IN FAVOR OF 

ASSURANCE.

Having noticed the piactical operations 
of Lite Assurance Societies, aod compared 
them with Savings Banks, thus showing tbe 
superiority of tbe former, we will now give 
some general reasons iu tbeir lavor.

It is evidently the Divine design that 
man should became tbe bead and father of 
• family ; aod occupying such a position, 
the duty is imperative to provide to the best 
of bis ability for the welfare aod comfort of 
those dependent upon him. He must do 
this by using all prudent and honorable 
means. Not only by present toil, but also 
by future plans ; not only for toslay, but 
for to-morrow. Extend tog hia help into 
the future as far aa his natural obligations 
reach. Sustaining children until maturity, 
and fitting them tor it ; aod providing ipr 
the probabilities or possibilities of orphan
age or widowhood. This is universally felt 
and acknowledged to bu tbe duty of * hus
band end father, and he mast labour dili
gently and honestly for its accomplishment. 
Now the system of Lila Assurance ia de
signed to aid boorst effort in the completion 
oTthis tosh, and it ie the most effectual ia 
ito help. Tbe demands of

the performance of his duty toward those de- 
pedant opon him, but in many cases it is tbe 
only method by which this duly can be dis
charged. . There are hundreds aod thous
ands of husbands and fathers, whose income 
is so small that actual demands only are 
met. These are met because they mast be. 
lo such ceses, therefore, unless a provision 
for tbe lolure be put ia the shape of a pre
sent actual demand, it will not be made. A 
life policy does this, and does it too in the 
best manuer—a stated frequent call for a 
small sua i aod ooce commuted to it there 
are tbe strongest inducements to persevere. 
It cannot be neglected like an ordinary de
posit. It is therefore the only hope in this 
direction for thousands of families

But it is also a certain provision. Exer
cising due care in the selection of the assur
ance company the deposits are safe, the 
payment certain. Certain, if not in a sense 
absolute, yet far surpassing all that can be 
affirmed of any other business enterprise, 
and in a sense surpassing all probabilities of 
failure.

Again, provision made in this way is 
available at the time of need, at the very 
time which of all others it is most needed. 
Misfortune mature, the obligation ; death 
brings it to life) No definite number of day., 
or months, or years is necessary to perfect 
tbe obligation-—tbe dark day, the needy d >y, 
the day of death doe. (biwV whether it occur 
in youth, iu middle life, or old age.

Ia view of tbe responsibilities of parents 
and heads of families who bare no fortune 
upon which to rely, in view of ihe uncertain
ties of human life, and in view of tbe certain 
provision that can be made agaioat naked 
poverty aod absolute want, by tbe aid of 
au assurance policy, are not tbe arguments 
in favour of it incontrovertible ? Can a 
father be justified who neglects this opportu
nity of shutting want not of his door when 
be shall no longer stand sentinel?, I* it 
right for a man who bas nothing but the re
ceipt* of bis daily toil for bis daily supply, to 
trust the future of his wile Snd children to 
chance, or cold charity, when he could se
cure to them a partial independence, ut least 
in case of Ins removal ? If a man tbiny 
years of age, by tlie appropriation of less 
than half a dollar per week, could secure to 
his family one tbou and dollars at his death 
which may occur at any moment, w?uld it 
not be wisdom, affection, and duty to curtail 
their present supply to that amount, while 
he is with them io cheer, and comfort, and 
plan lor them, rather than to expend all 
now, and die aod leave them penny Ices?

To make our trust in Providence an f x- 
cuse for not providing lor lhe<future is very 
much like tempting Providence. It is ex
pecting Hercules to help without having put 
our own shoulder to the wheel. The man 
who ha* an opportunity of assuring hia tile 
and does not, is the desperate gambler who 
takes the entire risk upon hia own skill in 
the game, •’ It is no more the moral duly 
of a man to provide breed for hia family 
while he lives, than it is to provide against 
tbeir being left destitute when he dies.” The 
great Lord Lyodhurat once said upon the 
bench : *‘ A policy of life assurance is always 
prudent forethought, and no man with a de
pendent family is free from reproach if hia 
life ia not insured."

The argument* in favour of life assurance 
may be epitomized thus :

1. It ia a safe aod certain method of pro
viding after tbe death of ibe assured for tbe 
family or survivors.

2. It is a lawful and honest method of ac
cumulating property.

3. It is a speedy means of doing so. The 
whole amount of the policy being secured 
(be moment after the first premium is paid, 
the man can then say, In case of my death I 
am worth so much—one thousand, five thou
sand, or ten thousand.

4. It is a mode of accumulation open to 
every class, and convenient for every class, 
adapting itself to the means of every individ
ual in time and amount of payment-

5 It is an investment placed beyond the 
reach of ordinary disaster or dishonesty.

6. It furnishes rest and quietness to the 
mind. This sustains health and strength of 
body, sod length of life and increased useful
ness are tbe oaiural result. McCulloch says: 
” The relief from anxiety afforded by life as
surance very frequently contributes to prolong 
tbe life of tbe assured, at ibe same time that 
it materially augments the comfort aod well
being of those dependent upon him. It has 
also an obvious tendency to strengthen hab
its of accumulation.” D. D. Lore.

Gustavus Adolphus' Battle Song.
Long after the southern regions of modern 

Europe emerge into the sober daylight ol 
history, the twilight of legend lingers over 
the north. The gigantic forms of tbe old 
«ages flit about in the gleam of tbe northern 
lights ages after the chronicles of the south 
are peopled with a race of solid and ordinary 
men and women. Four centuries after the 
time when Milan first sjtng tbe hymns of 
Ambrose, nearly three centuries after Gre
gory the great sent Augustine to th" English, 
a hundred years at er the venerah e Bede 
passed his tranquil life in tbe monastery 
near Wearmooth, translating tbe New Tes
tament into Anglodi-xon, and chon ici :ng bis 
own timee—in Sweden Christianity was 
carrying on its first con# ct with the fierce 
old Scandinavian heathenism. Aosckar, 
•* the Apostle of the North," died a d , 835-

Thus Christendom bad journeyed eight 
hundred years from the apostolic age before 
tbe name of Christ bad penetrated into Swe
den. After seven centuries more, Chris
tianity streamed*wto those northern regions 
fresh from the lips of the evangelists aod 
apostles.

Tbe Swedish reformation seems scarcely 
to have been so much of a transplantation 
from Germany as a natural branch of Lu
theran Protestantism The inward work in 
Sweden appears to have followed the out- 
waid. The Bible was given to the people 
in tbeir m vther-toogqe, and so the nation 
became Lutheran, and many among them 
truly evangelical. Tbe Bible was translated 
from the German Bible t the hymn-book 
was a reflection of the German hymn-book, 
but by degrees native hymn-writers arose. 
The glad tiding* coo Id not fail to call forth 
the new eong.

incorporated as n central portion ol Euro
pean history around tbe persons of two Swe
dish kings, Gostneas Adolphus and Charles 
XII. The self sacrificing Christian hero 
and tbe selfish military chief might stand 
as among the most strikingly contrasted 
types Cf true and false heroism.

It ever ■»" subordinated self to the causa 
he contended for, it was surely the great 
Gustavus. And be bad bis reward ia kind. 
Tbe life be so unflinchingly offered, to stem 
the reluroiog flood of Romanism, was ac
cepted. and the flood was stayed. Tbe hero 
died at Lui sen, and iLe faith be bad con
tended for, held it* ground in Germany. 
From that noble heart, in which northern 
strength and southern lendit ness, the lolly 
heroism of an old Viking and tbe lowly he
roism of a Christian martyr, were so won
derfully blended, ooe psalm ha* come down 
to us. Its composition was characteristic. 
Tbe brave king was no mao of letters. Tbe 
fire of faith which burned in his heart was 
more wool to fuse the iron of heroic deeds 
than the gold of beautiful words. But the 
thought! were in bis heart ; bad they not 
inspired faim in march and beltle-fleld ? So 
be toll bis chaplain. Dr. Jacob Fabriciaa, 
wbat his thought, were, aod tbe chaplain 
molded them into three verses of a by mo, 
and toe simple-hearted hero took them ever 
alter ward as bis battle-song. Oo the morn
ing of his last battle, when the armies of 
Gustavus and Wallenstein were drawn up, 
waiting till the morning mist dispersed to 
commence tbe attack, tbe king commanded 
Luther's great psalm, “ Eine feste Burg ist 
unser GoU," to be sang, and than that hymn 
of his own, accompanied by the drams and 
trumpets of the whole army. Immediately 
afterward the mist broke, and the sons bln# 
burst upon the two armies. For a moment 
Gustavos Adelphus knelt beside hia horse, 
in the face of hia soldiers, aod repeated his 
usual battle-prayer, •• Q Lord Jasas Christ, 
bless our arms, aod this day’» battle, for the 
glory of tby holy name." Then pawing 
along the Itoe., w#^ a few brief words of 
encourakemeoi, ha gave the battle-cry, “ God 
wiih ns !" tbe same with which be bad con
quered at Lirpzig. Thus began tbe day 
which laid hun low amid ihe thickest of the 
fight, with those three sentences on his dy
ing lips, noble and Christian as any that 
ever fell from the lip. of a dying man since 
tbe days ol Ihe first martyr :—“ 1 seal with 
toy blood the liberly and religion of the 
German nation !"—" My God, my God !” 
—aod, tbe last that were heaid, “ Ala» ! my 
poor queen !’ *

A nymn so consecrated has a value be
yond that of mere words Whether the 
Swedish (from which tbe following transla
tion is made) or the German was tbe original, 
ihe translator does not know. Probably 
both were original ; but that io tbe mother- 
longue of tbe hero himself has its pecaliar 
interest.

OV'STAVW ADOLPHUS' BATTLK SOSO. 
[Forfaros ej da till i A op.]

Its not dismsysd, thou lit Us Husk.
Although tbs lo# • flare» battis «book 

Loud oo all ndw assail, tbs*.
Thooah o’er lb. fall tb#y laugh seeaie,
Tusir triumph esnoot long sedate |

Let not tby courage fall thee.

Thv oau-s it God'»—go *t his 0*11,
And to bit band commit tby til i 

Fear thou an ill aapaadinc i 
Hit Gideon •hall arts# 1er ib#a,
God’, word aod people man roily,

In God's own tie* d-fendlng.

Oar hop* la sore in Jems' might ;
Against tbemaelvei the godlrna tight— 

Tbemwlvta, not ua, di-tnaamg |
Shame and contempt their lot shall be I 
God w with os, wuh him ore we ;

To aa belong, hta blasting.
The orphaned army and nation bad need, 

indeed, ol such word# to sustain them for the 
low of each a man aod such a captain—• 
low iadequately compensated even by (he 
utter destruction on that battle-field of the 
imperial army. But hi. cause waa won, and 
Protestant Germany was saved, not by her 
armies or her princes, but by the heart of 
that one hero, given by God.—Tits Voice of 
Christian life in Song.

• Hulling.' •• Ufa ot Oustavue Adolphe."

The whole history of Sweden appears to
its fall and charoctariatio da- peeee,iorI lira you my ,
thufafacnphjef ewau. I» na *e shell hurra you, and

i hue

The Lady and the Robber.
in a large aod lonely bouse, situated in 

the south of England, there ooce lived a 
lady aod her two maid servants. They 
were far away from all human habitations, 
but they seem to bave felt no fear, aod to 
bave dwelt there peacefully aod happily.—
It was the lady’s custom to go round tbe 
bouae with her maid, every evening, to wo 
Ibat all tbe windows and doors were proper.
\j secured. One night she bad accompanied 
them as usual, and ascertained ibat all was 
safe. They left her io ibe passage close to 
her room, and went to their own, which was 
at tbe oi her side of tbe bouse. As tbe lady 
opened her dour, she distinctly saw a man 
underneath her bed. Wbat could she do ?
Her servants were far away, and could not 
hear her if she «creaintd for help, and even 
if they had come to her assistance, those 
three weak women we.e no match for a des
perate housebreaker. How then did she 
act ? Sbe trusted io GuJ. Quietly rite 
closed ihe door, and locked it oo tbe inside, 
which she was always in ibe habit of king.
She then leisurely brushed her bsir, and put- J 
ting on her dressing gown, she took her Bi
ble and tat do*n to read. Sbe read aloud, ^ 
and chose a chapter winch bad peculiar re- é ♦ 
ferenc-: to God’s watchfulness over us, a^* 
constant care of us by night and by day.
When it was finished she knelt and prayed 
at great length, still uttering her words 
aloud, especially commending herself and 
servants to God’s protection, and dwelling 
upon their utter helplessness, and depen
dence a poo him to preserve them from ell 
dangers. At last she rose from bar knees, 
put out her candle, and laid down in bed ; 
but she did not sleep. Afitr a few minutes 
had a lapsed, she was conscious that the man 
was standing by bar bed side. He address
ed bar, and begged her not to be alarmed.
“ I came here,” said he, “ to rob you, but 
after the words you have read, and the 
prayers you have uttered, oo power oo earth 
oould induce me to bare you, or to touch a 
thing in your house- But you moat remain 
perfectly qa.et, end not attempt to interfere 
with me. I shall now give e signal 
companions, which they will i 
then wo will go away end j

htfJ
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