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tuned by thft villagers among whim we went on shore 
after our return, to driv# away the fleet that were 
stationed to guard us. Nor need this feeling retard the 
zeal of the missionary, before whom Res a well in­
habited see-coast of mans hundred miles, to much ofj 
which access may be bad in the way of transient vi­
sits at least, and where live a numerous body of our 
fellow-men, ready to receive from our hands reli­
gious books. The evidences of this readiness we 
constantly found in this short excursion.”

DISTRIBUTION OF BOOKS.

“ The books which were taken on the expedition 
were an Address to the Chinese nation, inculcating 
kindness towards all men on the principles of the 
gospel, the Life of Christ, and a Commentary on the 
tea commandments. The first time we stopped in 
the river, Mr. Gutzlaff gave a number of books to a 
man who stood on shore, desiring him to distribute 
them among the crowd ; but the applicants grew so 
eager and rude tbatithe poor man was thrown down 
by the contending bystanders. Twice during the 
same day, having lost our way, Mi*. Gutzlaff ami 
myself took long walks on shore with books, which 
were gratefully received by the peasantry. Thwe 
was no need to ask them to receive a book, for they 
in one instance actually took them from us by 
force. During all that afternoon we continued to 
distribute from the boat to the poor, who waded in; i 
the whter and came to us, and to the richer, wbo 
stood on the bank and sent requests for a Itook. The 
little boy who ferried us ashore, said, “ I ask no mo­
ney, only give me a hook.” On another occasion, at 
our anchorage near Mintsing, Mr. Gutzlaff and my­
self proceeded to a valley in the neighbourhood, but 
nobody would have any communication with us. Yet 
after distributing among them some copies of the Ad­
dress to the Chinese natidh, they became friendly 
and ready to render any service. Next morning they 
assembled in greater numbers, with more earnest ex­
pressions of good-will ; but it was not thought proper 
to attract a greater concourse by distributing tracts, 
and many ofthern went away unsupplied. Dn our 
retreat, while lying aground, the people were impor­
tunate for books, and the persons who agreed to aid 
in getting off the boat, did it on the express stipula­
tion of a hook for oaeh one, besides the promised re­
ward. The arrival of the officers prevented distribu­
tion here.

But it was after our return to llio vessel, that the 
most extensive opportunity was enjoyed of putting 
into circulation the various books. Through the 
kindness of Captain MKay, during three successive 
days xve landed and distributed them without any 
restraint, and to the extent which our strength per­
mitted. Un the first morning, I landed with a good 
supply, and with a sen mini to assist in carrying them 
to u village one or two miles distant. As We ap­
proached, many inhabitants settled in front of an idol 
"lemple to receive them from my hand. They then 
led their way through the village, and as I passed 
through the narrow streets, l left a book at each 
door. They were eagerly but properly received, 
and when all were gone, I was invited to enter a 
bouse, and take some refreshments. The next day, 
Mr. Gutzlaff and myself landed at the same place 
with a greater quantity of books, and distributed 
them in the same village, and in another beyond.

quite plundered, I was obliged to climb e wall ebett 1 
their reach. This did not prevent their taarigwitp 
I>ooks from each other’s hands, sod occasional^'Î», 
juring the book by that means. Mr. Gutzifaff west 
through a street and distributed them a» regularly as 
a boisterous crowd permitted. But the whole truth 
would not be said, if room were left to suppose that 
religious books and instruction were all the desires 
of the jieople. More than once when giving away 
the eacrwd word, we were surrounded by a sét «f 
miserable, pale-faced slaves of opium, importuning 
us to givd them a morsel of their favourite narpotg: 
and it was impossible to make them believe that I 
had not got some about my person, nor was it easy to, 
escape their pressing entreaties.

These examples are sufficient, if need be, to ihty 
the willingness of the people to receive and read jfi* 
reign religious books. In ordinary cases it is notM 
sible to distribute regularly in a town or a large *9» 
lage ; the eagerness of the crowd is so great that Sa 
man can withstand the forcible application of the 
people for hooks. But this disposition will be mib 
understood, if any one attributes it in general toaaj 
extraordinary interest in religion. It seems to wgr 
neither a new nor a local feeling ; but from Kwaeg* 
lung to Shantung the same spirit of curiosity geueftk- 
ly prevails, and it would probably have bean the map 
ten years since as-at this time. Let us not *ujp|me 
that it is owing to the religious sensibilities of the na­
tion being particularly excited at the present time ; 
but rather to the national curiosity being awake* * 
and finding an opportuni.y of lieing cheaply gratifl 
.The excitement of curiosity must be chiefly altrl 
table to the exertions which have been made upon jd^g
maritime parts of China during the last three
and among the thousands and even millions wl 
ing that time have beard or read of the Ge 
would indeed be strange that not one enquirer i 
he found, who was moved by belter motives, aed hjjrV' 
truly religious feelings. 1 do not therefore meaa^lO^X 
exclude the opinion, that there may be frequent !•■? * 
stances of this sort ; but only to say that the MM 
eagerness exists where neither missionaries nor ibeif 
books have been known.

“ To take advantage of this trait of the Chinese 
people is our duty as Christians, and thereby toia- 
troduve the knowledge of the Christian religiof. 
While the coast is accessible to them who minister to 
their depraved appetites, it is not right that the field 
should be given up to that traffic.”

CHINESE MAXIMS.
TRANSLATED BY THE REV. SAMUEL KIDD.

The Maxims of the Chinese are founded oo cus­
toms which have swayed their minds for many age*» 
or on those obvious principles of human nature, to 
which all nations, partially civilized, would sub­
scribe, who nre not favourer! with Divine Revelation ; 
and hence the general similitude between the pro­
verbs of different Oriental nations. The following 
«entimehts are extracted from Chinese author», 
and although not unimportant, yet require to be cif*

!cimiscrilwd in their influence within tbo limits of 
Divine truth.

“ Human beings nre dependant on the conduct of
heaven, asi.a ship on the mariner who guide* tbu 
helm.”

•I*. . . , • , . . . - i ^l,e ideas entertained !>v Chinese, on the sub-ltSh'u,V,,8„e: ’« r ",ly, «row, ,iL,r,o ,h./„ rfM.t—that they were angry with Mr. Gutzlaff for tn- mednns, who discourage the use of means lest they king any to the other village. On our return, niostisliould offend God and thwart his t»urnoses ; they 
..f lic people were 1m.,he,r r**ding the books, have not attained to the beau” of insmrTd wisdom,

:hr,cb re,,rTr,he ^
beautiful .sland of Hooking«» ïîiiÏÏdï file thM ! ‘ ^
day with a very large number of books. Mr. Gutz- 
latr and myself took different routes to the large vil­
lage which is on it, but had scarcely entered it before 
the people became so pressing that to prevent being

Good fortune is a reward to virtuous men, but a 
punishment to the wicked.”

This notion, in connexion with the preceding 
sentiment, would seem to involve an acknowledge 
mem of righteous retribution even on earth, and still
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