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CATHOLICS IN THE EDUCA-
TI0ON DEPARTMENT,

The splrit which animates alike all the
opponents of Catbolle education 1s well
exemplifi:d in & letter signed “Equal
Rights,” whick appearcdin the Mail of the
8th laet. ; acd it is just such literature
which is every day furnished by the Mail
to ita readess in order to foster among the
Protestants a feeling of snlmoalty aund to
exclte roligions dissenclon between the
poople of the proviuce.

The narrow minded bigotry which is
exhibited by the writer in the Mail {s the
same which bas permeated the Equal
Rightists from the beginniog of thelr agi-
tation ; and it chows exactly what we have
frequently peinted out, that the pretence
that theee p:ople desire Equal Rights for
all is but s pleca of hypocrisy and an uo-
mitlgated shsm. Thelr purpose is to
ostraclse ard persccute Catholles in every
depariment. We have been repeatedly
assuzed by these agltators that they have
st heart the best intereets of Catholice,
equally with Protestants, and on there
grouude the Catholles of Qatarlo are from
time to time suasively iavited fo j.in In
putting into the Government of the coua-
try men who will carry out the principles
of the fanatics.

These favatics are pexfectly well awere
that they will find 1t a difficult task to
carry on the goverament of this Province
even on a no-Popery policy, and they
hope to atta'n power, If they can
only find a small proportion of Catholles
to sid them in dolng eo, Itisarepetition
of the well-known invitation : “Will you
walk into my parlor? seld the eplder to
the fly.”

Tihe Mail’s correspondent, with all his
pretonded love for equality, makes this
complaint :

“The highest eitustlon in cur Pabiic
school machinery is the principalship of
tho Normal echouls, There are but two
of these echools in the Provivce, The
Peisclpal of onoe of them is a Romap
Catholic”

Hs alio complaine thst one of the
teachers ic the Toronto Normal school is
a Catbolic lady who has charge cf the
Kindesgarter department. He remarke
that this lady ia tho almost exclusive
examiner of all the Kiadergarten teachers
of the Province, and makes the followlng
gerlo-comical appesl to the Protestants to
rice 1a thedr might to protect themselves
from the “disastrous eff:cts” which may
atise out of the employmeut ot two Cath.
ollc teachers in the Normal echools! He
acks:

“Are the poopls of Torento awzre that
in sendirg thelr children to the Model
school Kindergarten they are subj:ctlvg
them to the lnflaence of a Romaulst, and
this &t their most impresdunable sge, and
under a system in Which they are taught
by outward and tsngible materisls and
motlons 1’ He adds: “Why s this?
There must be a large number of Protes
tart teechers quite as competent to fill
this position as ske fs. Iait falr to them
any more then to the parents of Kinder-
garten children that the onlv situaticn of
this kind in the gift of the Outarlo Gov-
erpment should be cccupled by & Roman
Catholic ?”

It is not diffisult to ece that this letter
exprcsies the sentiments of, and was
probably peuned by, tha political school
Tnepeetor who hae taken so prominent &
xatt in the Equal Rights agltation, and
who bai besn dellvering abualve lectures
through the Province for the delectation
of the Orenge lodges; acd it certsinly
plalnly proclaims the deeigne of the bogus
Equel Rightlste. Catholles must be ex-
cluded from all Gouvernment positlons,
eaveclally in the Eduncstlon Department,

Ttise well.known fact that the Catholics
who occupy Goverpment positions are
fow in number, and this was acknowledged
by Mer Mowat is hls famous epesch at
Woodstock lsst summer. The Equal
Rightiets, however, {f they had the power,
would deprive them even of the few posl.
tlons they hold, It lsa consolation to
know that they are not likely to get the
power. p

If anywhere Catholic nemes are ecarce,
1t 1sin the Ontarlo Education Department.
Among the Pablic, Model snd High
8:bool Inspectors and tonheu,'then is
gcarcely the name of a Catholic to be

found—though mot merely Proteetante, !

bat Protestant clergymen are there in
unlimited quantity.

But the Mail’s correspondent is of the
opivion that because Catholics have
#exolusive control of their own Separate
echoole, they should ba eaticfied without
the Lighest places in the non-sectarisn
scheols also.” It is true that of the
Oatholic children of the Province, there
are 31,323 attending the Separate
schools, but as the Catholic pupils at.
tending school exceed 80,000, there are
over 44,677 in attendance at the Public
schools. It follows that Catholics have
a deep interes: in the management of
the Public schools, Catholic ratepayers
support the Public schools with their
money, they pay for the maintenance of
the Collegiate Institutes, and the Nor-
mal and Model schools, and none but
the most intense bigots would suggest
that the few Catholics who are em-
ployed in connection with the Kduca-
tion Department should be dismiszed on
account of their religion,

But the Mail's correspondent deems it
dangerous to Protestantism that a Catho-
licshould be engaged in the work cf teach.
log Protestants, even though the greater
part of the teaching etsff are Protestants
in the Institutlons he bas named. It is
clear that under such clrcumstances it is
impossible for a Cathollc teacher to exer.
clee any undue {uflaence over Protestant
pup'ls by the insuleation of Catholle prin-
clples, even if he or she ware anxious to
doso. But outslde of these institutions,
in the Pabiis echools of the whole Pro-
vince, where the teschers ato almost ex-
clusively Protestants, it ia not eo clear that
undae izflaences will not be employed to
faculoate Protestant principles on Catholle
puplls, Wo have, in fact, frequently
known thia to occur, aud this la cne of
many reasons why Catholles lfrslst eo
strongly on Ekaving Cathollc Separate
schools. If the Maal and its correspondent
were really as anxious to eecure Equal
Righte as they pretend, they would
acknowledge the justice of the Catholle
demands instesd cof dolog all in thelr
power to deetroy the efficiency of cur
schools, and ultimstely to abollen them,

It is & thing which has been frequently
as;umed by the antl Cathollc journals, and
notably by the Mail, that hecause Catho-
iles bave Ssparate echools they should
have no voice in rezard to Pabiic echool
manpegement. This was the cry during
the lsst electlon campaign for the Loca!
Laglelature, and we a'l romember what a
nolse was made because the late Arch-
bishop of Toronto was spoken to at ull in
reference to the Scripture selections in the
80 called “Roes Bible” No one had a
better right to be consulted than the
Archbishop, and we hold it to be a
much more serlous obj:ction to the bock
of selections, that 1t waa made by Protes-
taut minlsters exclusively.,  Catholica
have no Intentlcn to glve up thelr natural
right to tske an actlve part in Pablic
schocl matters of the Province, end the
fanatlcs may make up thelr minds to
this,

We may here add a word regarding
the large number of Catholic children
who are aitending the Public echools,
Tae anti-Cataoclic sgitators are fond of
representing this &8 & proof that Catho-
lics do not want Separate schools, but
such an inference is not to be drawa
from the fact; for wherever Catholic
schools are established the Catholic
recidents meke use of them with scarcely
a single exception. But there are local.
ities where the Catholics do not deem it
neceesary to have Ssparate schools, as
the secticns are almost exclusively Cath.
olic, Tas Equal Rightists can scarcely
have forgotten the noise they made
about the French Catholic school sec

tions of the Counties of Prescott and
Ruseel, Essex, Kent and Simcos, There
are other localities which are populated
by English-speaking Catholics where
Separate schools are equally unnecessary.
Taere remaing but a comparatively small
proportion of Catholics who are so
sparsely scattered through the Province
that they are unable to support Separate
schools, The fact is therefore fully
established that the Catholics of the
Province wish for and have schools in
which they posaess all the advantages of
a Oatholic education.

0F COURSE.

The Orange Distriet Lodge of West
Toronto, on the 7th inst,, passed unani.
mously the following resolution :

“That this District Lodge approve of
the action of our District Master, Ald.
John Baily, and those wiho united with
him in supporting the resolution of Bro,
Bell, Co. Master, in the City Council,
relating to the illegal ¢rant of money to
the Ssparate School Board. Aud
etroogly disapproves of the action of the
members of the Couucil who voted
against the resolution, especially those
members who belong to the Orangs
Association.”

The City Councll of Toronto merely
resolved to pay to the Catholic School
Board the emount of Catholic school taxes
which, by error, had been paid to the
Pablic echools, inetead of the Saparate
schools, and this 1s what stirs up the
ire of the Dlstrict Lodge to the unaul.
moua pasalog of the above contemptible
plece of apleen. It ls well that the
lodges should thus manifest the kind of

spirit which animates them, for it shows
exactly what Orapgelsm fs—the eame
relentless, persecuting organization which
it bas nlways been, Bat its impoteney
{s manifested by the fact that, though the
wisbes of the O.der were well known, the
Torouto Counell nevertheless did the act
of jastice which the Ozangemen condemn,
The power of Ocangelsm 1s not in 1690
sufliclent to control elther Toronts or any
other important clty or town of Qaterlo,
though by froth and fury it endeavors to
fmpre:s its importance on the public miad.

THE GREAT AND GLORIOUS
CAUSE.

As the time for a generel election in
Great Britain and Ireland is not far dis
tant it is well that all the friends of the
cause 80 dear to every generous heart
should rally at the voice of the Irish
leader and make one supreme efiort to
bring it to a victorious conclusion, Not
only Irishmen at home and abroad are
deeply interested in the coming general
elections, but men of every nationality,
who have studied both sides of the great
snd absorbing question of Home Rule,
admit that there is mno other possible
way of reaching a solution of England’s
difficulty and of Ireland’s uasettled and
unfortunate state, Too long bave Com-
missions of Inquiry into Ireland’s wrongs
been fruitlessly handing in their reports ;
too long have Crimes Acts and Coercion
Acts been passed into law and enforced
on a suffering people whose only crime
was to defend their homes and save
from starvation their wives and their
little ones, The English people are
now fully aware of this, as they are sick
and tired and humiliated over the in-
famous methods employed by their suc-
cessive governments to crush the spirit
and degrade the manhood of Ireland.
If the English people, who are character-
istically just ;and willing to show fair
play, bave lcoked on calmly all these
years whilo their Irish feilow-subjecia
were being treated worse than helots or
bonded elaves, it is becauze the true
knowledge of what happened in Ireland
was studiously kept hidden from them,
The landlord aristocracy and the mil
lionaire merchants of England, who own
more than one-half of Ireland, weie
determined that the messes of the Eag-
lieh people should live ia total ignorance
of Irish history, The mere Irish were
represented as half savage, not fii for
self-government, and not amenable to
the influences of common civilization.
The sristocracy, who are the fee simple
proprietors of the greater part of Ire-
land, were interested in blackening the
character and misrepresenting the feel-
ings and the religion of the Irish people.
The princely merchants and millionaire
manufecturers were datermined that no
rival loome or machine shops should be
get up in Ireland, Thus were laws
passed under William and Mary and
under the Georges that no woolen goods
should be manufaciured for transporta
tion out of Ireland, Then Catkolic
schools were closed up and monasteries
pulled down ard s price set on ignorance
aud spoatacy. It was no difficult
matter, after the Irish peopls wore
degraded by such barbarous laws,
to hold them up to the scorn of
the people of Eogland, already pre-
judiced against them. Of late, however,
the scales have fallen from the eyes of
the Eoglhsh masses, The ablest and
most honorable men in Eogland—
Gladstone, Spencer, Roseberry, Ripon,
Morley and hundreds of other Eag-
lishmen, leaders of public opinion
and conspicuous for their truthful in.
tegrity and their private virtues as well
as their public honesty—have all been
convinced of Eogland’s national guilt in
her treatment of Ireland. They are
willing to make come reparation to the
Irish people for the wholesale robberies
and one sided, cruel laws so long in-
flicted upon them and their fathers.
They have been, and they are now, the
educators of the Eoglish masses, They
are forever ecalling on Mr, Parnell and
his noble colleagues to appear in their
city kalls and unfold the tale of Ireland’s
sad history to the ears and hearts of
Englishmen willing to be convinced and
ready to show sympathy for their down.
trodden, much abused and much-
maligned fellow-subjects beyond  the
gsea., The Home Rule sagitation has
been the school in which English
men have learned the rudiments of Ire.
laud’s history, The more Home Rule
for Ireland is pleaded and spoken ofand
agitatod the more deep and extensive in
England becomes the knowledge of all
that Ireland bad to endure in the past
and all that she is doomed to suffer in
the future unleszs she be allowed the
privilege of making her own laws and
ruling her own destinies,

The Irish National Lsague is deter.
mined to make one more desperate
effort to obtain a favorable verdict
from enlightened England. The dele.
gates sent from Eunglish literary unions
and club societies to see Ireland for
themselves and witness the horrors of an
Irish eviction—the distinguished phil-
anthrophists, Hon, Wilfred Blunt, Mr,
QOonybeare, M. P, and others who were

imprisoned in Ireland for daring to.show
sympathy with the innocent victims

of landlord tyranny—all these have
brought back to Eoglishmen the true
version of Ireland's everyday history
and have set men’s minds on edge and
excited a commotion in Eagland that alt
the plavsible explanatione and menda.
cious pleadings of Mr. Balfour ecannot
appease, Ii is tobe presumed that more
than one half of the Eaglish people are
now sufficiently enlightened on the
Home Rule question to vote down Bal.
four and Saliebury at the next general
elections, But giant efforts are before
Mr. Parnell and his party to enlighten
the other half of Eogland during the
ooming six months, so that no corner of
Great Britain will be left unapproached
and unprepared for the coming struggle.
All Ivishmen on this continent, who
have one spark of love for the land of
their fathers, must rally to the aid and
encouragement of the men who have
already proved their loyalty anud who
have guined 20 many astounding
triumphs in the last ten years, In the
matter of help for Ireland there
should be mno distinetion between
Canada and the United States.
The Irish National League of America
is mo secret society., All its workiogs
are open to the world ; all its acts are
constitutionsal ; one of its principles is
that it will never dictate to the “men in
the gap;” it will aid them with means
and money and every other legal en-
couragement, but will never attempt to
shape their policy or impose conditions
on their connection or acceptance of
such aid, Tho Home League in Ireland
is controlled more or less by the power-
ful influence of such sterling patriots
and zealous churchmen as the Arch-
biskeps of Dublin and Cashel, with Biskop
Nulty, of Westmesth, and o‘herBishops
and self-sacrificing priests in every part
of the country, There is no dauger
whatever that anytbing iliegal or ua.
constitutional will evar transpira to
waaken the general confidenes in the
oporations of tha Home League or of the
Awcrican branches. Nipecially must
thia faature of tas Amsrican L3ague be
patent, waile it i3 eountrolled by such
men as Hon, Judgs Fitzgerald, of Lin.
coln, Neb, Rev, Father Conaty, of
Springfield, Mass , and Very Rav, Dr,
O'Reilly, its treasurer, in Datroit.

We are pleased to note that Rev, Father
Flannery, of this dloceze, sssociate editor
of the Rxcorp, La: been selected to
represent the men of Oatarlo at the
Ezecu‘ive Councll of the Irleh American
Leagus, We are glad to lay before our
readers, this week, the able and epirited
clrcular addressed by our Pzovinclal
Drlegata to all the brarches either formed
already or that ave on the way of belng
established in Oatarlo. The followlng is
the text of Rav. Father Flannery’s
addrees :

State Delegate’s

Branches :

GeENTLEMEN—TI have the honor to inform
ou that at & meetirg of the Provineal

elegates, held in Toronto on the 7:h
instant for the purpcee of appointing a
successor to the Iate Siate Dalegate, Me. R.
B. Teefy, now reslding ia Californla, I
was unanimously elected to fill that hon.
orable poricion.

The first and most imperativa duty
that devolves upon me as State Dalegate
is to azcertain the number of branches that
have been elready established ia this
Proviace, end the names cf cities and dis
tricts o which new organizatiove may be
formed. Tt will bs a plemsuze for me to
aeelat personally or by agent at the forma.
tlon of new branches wherever deeired,
or when invited to lecture and explain the
objects and the working of the Irlsh
Natlonal Lesgue of Amertca,

What the League has accomplished in

the past may be an earnest cf what i;
proposes to achieve ia the fature,
It 1s well koown to the world tha
thrcugh the operation of the Irleh Na
tional League very large sums have been
tranem'tted to the Treasurer of the Home
League  These large sums have been
expended in alding the poor, sufferiog
victime of landlord cruelty to cope with
the releatless foes of justice and human
fty. These remittances have saved hun.
dreds of evicted families in almost every
county from actaal starvation, and from
the degradation of the common jail or
workhouse, They have enabled the per-
secuted tenants to hoid out in patient en-
darance and reelst the temptation of hav-
ing recourse to the “wild jastice of
revenge” untll the landlord was forced to
come to terms and submit to legal arbl.
tration.

The monles sent to Ireland have pow.
erfally etrengthened the hands of the Irish
Leader,.C. 8. Paraell, and his lleutenants,
in supplylog them with the necessary ex
penses of Parliameatary elections, and
affordlug ample moans to provide all
necassary requirements for patriotic snd
trled Rapresentatives, who, though not
blessed with the world’s wealth, are eun-
dowed with brilllant parts and debating
powers second to none ia Europe.

A general election will soon be held in
Great Britain and Ireland, on the results
of which must depend either the post-
ponement for a very long period or the
succeesful issue and glorious triumph of
the question of Home Rule and freedom
for Ireland.

The same liberty which makes Canada
80 prosperous and so loyal must be ac
corded Ireland, or she never can be
either ioyal or prosperous,

A ocombined etfort has to be made,
and at once, by all the friends of Ire-
land’s cause, at home and abroad, to
rescue every Irish tenant from the grasp
of an odious tyranny, and to liberate the
Emerald Isle, the home of our fathers,
from the disgrace and disasters of for.
eign rule, 4

The woes and disasters inflioted on

Address to the Ontario

Ireland during eighty-nine years of

pine Coercion Ants, several thousand
eviotions annually, and plundered homes
of heart-broken, rack-rented tenants—
eriodical famines—the total destruc-
fon of Ireland’s manufactures—ihe
diminution by one half of Ireland’s
population, reduced by utter want,
tamines and forced emigration — the
worst food and most wretched hovels
known in eny civiliz:d country—general
staguation of trade and commerce—utter
contempt for law as administered, and
other miseries and grievances innumer-
able, that must all diugpeur under the
potent icfluence, and by prudent and
humaue legislation of an Irich Parlia.
ment, eitting in the Legislative balls of
our countiry’s capital, and responcible
for all its acts to the Irich people,

Lot the branches already formed, end
thoee anxious to be established, correspond
with me directly, or with the Secretary of
the League, Mr. J. L. Lee, 10 Adelaide
street east, Toronto, and all information
will be furnished about the steps necessary
to be taken for united action, acd a geu-
eral advance of Oatarlo Irlshmen in the
noble and praiseworthy cause of hearty
encouragement and subetantial ald to the
‘‘men in the gap,” who have already won
England’s admiration and the world’s
sympathles, and jast now can eee, as all
men maust tee, the bright dawn of a glorl:
imld regeneration and freedom for Ire-
and.

I bave the honmor, gentlemen, to ba
your faithful servant,

W, FLANNERY,
State Dolegate,
St. Thomas, April 10:h, 1890,

THE OLD “CATHOLIC”

HERESY,

Mr. Gladetone bas subecribed £10
towards endowing an %“Old Cathohic”
Bishopric in Austria, as & memorial to
Dr. Dollinger. 8ir Robert Farqubar
aleo cffers to give ten per cent, addi.
t1onal on all sums dovated for the same
purpose, up to £1,000, Meanwhile O.d
Catholicism is dying out rapidly, and tke
esteblishment of an Episcopal endow
ment or any other docturing will not
perpetuate it. We do not at all attri-
bute to Mr, Gladstone or to Sir Robert
sny wrong intertion in their giving sub.
scriptions towagds this object, They do
this with the same Kkindly feel-
ings with which they would regard
any nsw form of Caristianity, Accus.
tomed to regard all forms of Christian
profescion as eo many laudable though
diverse manifestations of fsith, they are
undoubtedly of the opirion that eo-
called O!d Catholics ought to be en-
couraged, snd that any encouragement
given to them is 80 much done towards
the propagation of Christianity, They
do not see as Catholics do the necessity
of upity in the Church of Christ, unity
not only in doctrine but also in eub-
miecion to the supreme visible Head of
the Church, who rules with authority
derived from Christ Himself. We are
not eurprised therefore that the kind-
heartedness of earnest Protestants
should exhibit itself in sympathy with a
movement which very much reeembles
the Protestant movement of the six.
tcenth century; for Old Cathollcism,
notwithstanding that it claims the Oath-
olic name, is nothicg else than another
form of Protestantism, Cathelicity can.
not exist without sdbesion to the cen-
tre of Caristian unity, the Sse of Veter,

In Austria, as everywhere elese where
dissent {from the decrees of the Vatican
Csuncil existed for a while, through the
respect with which the few prominent
men had been formerly regarded who
refused to accept the formal decieion of
the Cburch which settled once for all
that the Infallibility ot the Caurch rests
in the Pope, Old Catholicism has almost
entirely disappeared, It numbers in its
ravks now only a few hundred members,
with two or three priests who were not
fit to be retained in the ministry of the
Catholic Courch. In Prussia, as the
Government of Bismarck decided to
make war upon the Church, 1t was
hoped that by treating Old Catholica as
if they constituted the Church, the real
Catholic Church would be seriously
weakened ; but the total collapse
of tha &chism has demonstrated
even (o that Protestant Government
the absurdity of endeavoring to sustamn
a pretended Citholio Caurca out of
communion with the Pope and the
Catholic world ; and even Bismarck
himself was compelled to repeal many
of his hostile measures against the relig-
ion of thirty eix per cent, of the popula-
tion of the Empire.

Fifteen yoars azo the illustrious Arch.
bleshop of Westminster, now Cardinal
Maunning, sald of Pruesia’e attitude towards
the Catholics and the Doillngerite here:
tics :

“The Berlin Government eupported the
Old Catholic professors who rejecied the
Vatlcan Daczees on the plea that the Chun-
cll of Trent was known to the law In
Piuesla, but tkat the Council of the
Vatlcan was not known to 1t. It wae ex

Taerefore the Government recog.
nized the legol status of the O'd Catholics,
who held to the Councll of Trent. How
they will still recogniza them 28 Old Catho-
llcs now that they haverejected the Coun-
cll of Trent at Boon it is not so easy to
ny.”

Since that tlme the Garman Govern-
ment has seen the folly of treating a lccal
heresy as if it were the Catholic Church
of Germany and the world ; and though
the Old Catholice are sllowed to retain
stlil some of the church buildinge, the new
and cordial relations which have arlsen

'alien legislation have been: Kighty-

glve promlse that the farcical obstinaey of
the Government will not be long peralsted
in,

From Bavaria, also, the news comes
that the Government have at last seen
the folly of following in Bismarck’s foot.
steps. The Old Oatholics in Munich
have been formally notified by the
Government that they will no longer be
recbgnized as members of the Catholic
Oburch, owing to their rejection of the
Vatioan decrees and other doctrines of
the Church. The sect has been recog:
pized for sixteen years as part of the
Catholic Chureh, but they will no longer
be allowed to parade under false colors,
Protestants they are in reality, and in
future they will be recognized as Protes-
tants by the Government which, up to
the present time, insisted upon regard.
ing them as Oatholics, This heresy is
evidently doomed soon to dwindle out of
existence, and neither Mr. Gladstone’s
nor Sir Robert Farquhar’s liberality will
galvanize new life into it. It is very
poesible that the grand old Liberal states-
man retains some paternal affection for
the principles to which he gave publicity
when he wrote his famous pamphlet
sgainst Vaticanism ; and this may partly
account for his recently exhibited affec.
tion for Dollingerism,

PROTESTANT SEPARATE
SCHOOLS.

In answer toa correspondent, the Em .
pirestates thatall religious denominations
have not the right which Catholics have
to establish Separate echools. It adds :
“Such an idea had not been seriously
entertained until Mr. Fraser, in the
Ontarin Lagislature a few days ago with
pretended gravity, and catching at the
peculiar wording of one of the clauses of
the Separate echool law, advanced an
opinion to that effect, thus giving a mean-
ing to the Act which no one had ever
dresmed of proposing,”

The Empirc goes on to say that Pro.
testants have no rights to form Separate
schools, similar to those enjoyed by
Roman Catholics, for ““Protestant Separ-
ate schools csnnot be denominationsl,
but muet be open to all Protestants, and
undoubtedly can only be formed where
the teacher of the Public school iu the
locality is a Roman Catholic, That is
the common interpretation of the law,
the one invariably acted upon, and Mr.
Fraser’s interpretation would simply, in
practice, work out into countless absur-
dities.” Finally it states that,“even sup-
posing for the eake of argument, Pro.
testant denominational echools could be
formed as Roman Catholics form theirs,
it is safe to assert that public opinion
would oppose such a working out of the
law, and speedily sweep it off the
statute book.”

All this is evidently intended to give
the impression that the Oatario Protes-
tants have been rather unfairly treated
ia the Separate school laws, as they
exiet at preecat, and as they have been
handed down as an heirloom to the Pro-
vince by the Act of Confaderation.
Bat the Empire treats the sutjsct more
in the spirit of a carping special pleader
than as one who desires to allay the dis-
sension which its party in the Local
Logislature has endeavored to excite,

In the fizet place, there is very great
room to doub! the concluding words of
the Empire’s article, which imply that if
Protestants enjayed the rights which are
accorded to Catholies, public opinion in
Oantario would epeedily ewaep off the
statute book the Act which conterred
them. Whatever may be the final result
of the agitation which is being raised in-
side and outside of the Lagislative
Chamber against Catholic schools,
nothing has been farther from the
thoughts of the agitators than to take
away the rights enjoyed by Protestants
in localities where they are in the minor.
ity. Buat it is only in a few lacalities
taat Proteatants have taken advantage of
the Saparate school laws, Oaly in nine
school sections have Protestant Separate
schools been established, but there has
never been any agitation on the part of
any section of the population to abolish
this privilege which Prolestants enjoy,
wherever a Catholic tescher may be
selected to teach a Pablic school, The
whole agitation for the abolition or the
crippling of Saparate schools has been
directed eolely against* the QCatholic
Separate schools. May we not very
reasonably infer from this that the agi-
tators are nol so much opposed to re-
ligious education as to Qatholic educa.
tion; and that their objections arise,
not 8o much from opposition to distine-
tively religious teaching in the schools
as from the desire to prevent Catholic
teaching being given to Qatholic ohil.
dren, It is true that the Equal Right.
ists profess that they are willing to
abolich all the Separate schools; but it
simply shows the intensity of their ani-
mosity, as they are willing to incommode
the few Protestant Separate school sup-
porters of Oatario for the purpose of
avolishing the larger number of Catholic
schools,

The Kmpire makes the statement that
Mr, Fraser advanced in the House the
opinion that every religious denominte
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tion has under the law the right to estab.




