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BY THE REV. ARTHUR RYAN,

Amid this ehlll Dacember gloom,
When flowers sleep 1u thelr anrkling tomb,
Kre yel the gleam of Christmas glodness
Breaks for o while the winter's SRGness,

Heams oul aray,

spring-liketo-duy;

Opes a white lower,

«vind for the hour;

ILings up acry

Clenr to the skv,

Mary Immaculate !

I'was Lhus when first the hapless palr,
Driven in shame from den falr,
<eeing, adown the years of sorrow,
Lavour to-day, and death to-morrow,

Found in the word

sSpoke by the Lord

Hope of reprieve—

Womuan, like Eve,

=aved from her woe,

Crushing her fo-,

Mary Immaculate!

<0 1n this hour of darkest night,
Alas! that men should bonstits light !
When hearts from Truth and Beauty turn-

ing
With nameless, shameless fives dre burning,
Rises a s ar,
Radiant afar;
stands forth a Pope
Stropg in his hope,
I lings to the world
Banner unfurled,
Mary Immaculate !

Qurs are the shepuerds’ eyes that weap
Mid gathering gloom the wandering sheep;
Priests thougn we be,our hearts grow weary,
Chilled by our wateh this winter dreary @

ours be today

Conrage 1o pray

that tnrough the night

Waiting for light,

oar Lope may b

Constant to Thee,

Mary Immaculate !

Irish Monthly.

grow on their banks, These represenc
the solitaries of the deserts, The former
represents the great works of such saints
and servants of God as St, Paul the apostle
of the nations, aud the martyrs and con-
fessors, the men that appeared conspica-
ously before the world,

“['hose two classes of saints are wonder-
fully alike, As the great rivers sprivg
from the same source on the mouutaiu
side, aud ure lost in the same ocean, 80 the
servants of God bave their beginning n.ud
their end in Him who is the beginning
and the end of all things—in whom we
live, move, and have our being. y

“And the lives of those great public
servants of God are more like the lives of
the solitarics than we imagine, There are
hours of solitude as there are moments of
still-flowing in the busy river. There are
moments of solitude when the soul is
united to God ; and these are the moments
of strength, when the divine energy is in-
fused into the soul for the great public
work it has to perform, In the silence of
the night,in communion with God, when
the world sees not the soul, it is prepared
for the work that startles the world, and
claims the admiration of men. Great
souls are formed in the silence of the
night, and the hidden power of God in the
human soul is gained in strength-produc-
ing solitude,

“In the solitndes of Citeaux and Cla'r
veaux, near to God, did the noble avd
tender soul of St. DBernard gain that
energy which startled and sauctified an
evil age, As it1s, only the surface of the
oceun 1s disturbed, and down in its silent
s aud depths, amidst its coral rocks,

SERMON BY ARCHBISHOP RYAN,

Last week we
ledication of the Churct
Avportle. This we
of Mr. Jerome DBia

t. Paul the
yugh the courtesy

one of the most

careful graphers in New York, we
are €1 ive the sermon of Arch-
bishoy *the golden-tongued,” in

full
the Most Iev, Archbishop
the sermon as follows:
of the Sacred Scripture
about to read for you is tak
} r of St. Paul's Epistle

eslans, C

wuse I bow my knees to the

ather of our Lord Jesus Christ; of whom
all paternity in heayen av rt wamed,
That He would grant you according to the
riches of hi ¥, to be strengthened by
His Spirit with wight unto the inward
man, That Christ may dwell by faith in
your hearts; that being rooted and founded
in ble to compre-
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t rivers that sweep dov

You hear their r
, aud their dashing

as they come
e great cities, bearing bread up
aters ; and so the great servants
iod carry light and civilization with the
wherever they go.

“Other rivers run their course iu t
ilent solitude far away from the habit
tions of men, forming into waveless lak
that reflect the beauty of God's firmame
in their waters, and reflect the trecs th

t)

account of the |

mencing with the |

1, sweeping | persecutor changed.

ilence, ealm. and quict ; 5o in the
souls of great men like St. Paul, the ex
| terior is agitated aud disturbed while they
are in close communion with God, in that
bidden with Christ in God, of which
| He Himself speaks; and there silence
reigus.
| “Again, in viewing the lives of th
i and estimati
o covsider
uded to—the differer
ervants of God,
acter always remains the
| the supernatural.

1at | have alrea

e !.:;M‘I"‘.lil‘ I

: natural ¢

Lin

| be supernatural. It is built on t

atu

vatural

jesi—a character which showed
| itself even 1n his previous persecution of
| Christianity.
| “He tells us that he persecuted the

| reminded of a modern error among
many people, an error pregnaut witl

martyr to
ar | tyrs, and He beard it,

‘

n|h

m | them to Jerusalem, Like Ilerod,

he | His very cradle,

at | secution than this,

poses the natural, otherwise it could not

Church of Christ, and that he thought it
| right to persecute it. And here 1 am

their character, we | ferir

& ( ]
oar-
foundation of
The supernatural sup-

| natural ; it is fashioned to a certain extent

haracter of St. Paul was
ter of liery activity, of great

80

1

Jesus Christ, the King of mar- | am wrong ia my

Stilly not at once was the heart of the
He sought from the
| -h\ priests l«‘l\:l\‘ to Damascus that he
of | might seize the Christians there and bring

.

“Buat on the way to Damascus oceurred
the event we celebrate to day.  And inno
words can | more briefly or conveniently
attempt to describe it than in his cwn.
In the 26th chapter of the Acts of the
Apostles he thus narrates it:

“ Whereupon, when I was going to
Damascus with authority and permission
of the chief priests, at midday, O King, |
saw in the way a hgbt from heaven above
the brightness of the sun shining arouund
about me, and them that were iu company
with me. Aud when we were all fallen
down on the ground I heard a voice say-
ing to me in the Hebrew tongue: Saul,
Saul! why persecutest thou Me? It is
hard for thee to kick against the goad,
And I said : Who art thou, Lord? Angd
the Lord answered: 1 am Jesus, whom
thou persecutest. But rise up and stand
upon thy feet; for to this end bave I ap
peared to thee, that | may make thee a
minister, aud a witness of those things
wherein I will appear to thee. Delivering
thee from the people and from the nations
unto which now I send thee. To open
their eyes that they may be converted from
darkness to light, and from the power of
Satan to (God, that they may receive for-
giveness of sins and a lot among the saints
Ly the faith that is in Me,

“ “Whereupon, O King Agrippa, I was
pot incredulous to the l[m\'eu‘y vision.
But to them first that are at Damascus,
aud at Jerusalem, and unto all the coun-
try of Judea, and to the Gentiles, did I
preach that they should do penance, and
turn to God duivg works worthy of pen-
ance.’

“How startling aud eonvinciag was this
marvellous conversion! We can well 1m-
agiue that no miracle of curing the sick
could have broug! out more conver-
glons amovg those of the same incredalous
pature as dh

soy, Anathema! Be ye accursed of G .

“But will not that be blasphemous? I
fancy #0,’ some one rays to me. No! On
the very authority of St. Paul himself, |
say he would have the Christian so certain
of the truths of Faith, that he said : ‘If I,
or an apgel from Heaven were to preach
to youauvy other gospel besides that which
1 bave preached to you, let him be ana-
thema.” If any one, even the first Arch.
angel by the throne of the Lternal and
living God, and all the archangels—if any
one were to preach to youa gospel besides
that which you bave received, let him be
anathema.

“Of course such preaching on the part
of St. Paul and the angels, is an impos-
gibility, Bat St. Paul makes this stiong
supposition to teach us the strength, the
reality, the unyielding character of faith ;
stronger than the truths even of science
itself, because it is the testimony of the
Living God, And this is the faith and
the morality realized that the community
requires, that honesty requires in your
public men, and in the private lives of all
men and women, This is the faith that
the pineteenth century needs ; and this is
the Catholic Faith, the Faith of St. Paul.

“And while this faith is so certain, it is
also most rational. Faith is belief in what
we have not seen, on the testimony of
others. As historic faith is belief in the
past, in pergons in the past whom we have
not seen, but whose existence is rendered
certain by the testimony of others,

“Now, in proportion to the weight of
the t:stimony must be the strength and
depth of faith, And if we receive the
testimony of man, says St, John, the
testimouy of God is greater, If God testi-
| fies to me, and I bave His word for any-
| thiog, my faith ought to be stronger than
my feith in the word of man, This is
cily clear,

No credulous
was he, for he ha

1a od the test
| miracles of Jesus

ist, and did not be-
| lieve. lHe had beard the groans, and suf-.
18, avd prayers of the first Christians
in the dungeons of Jerusalem, and did not
believe. Aud now at midday, by this

light that shone from the heavens, the
persecutor i< stricken to the earth, and
from a persecutor he becomes an Apostle

“Th
these mo 1
moraland inlellec
the thinking s
in the ph al
versions are pr
within Christiauity ; 1 for us who wit-
ness them, for ‘the priests of God who
kunow their iuner history, for thoge who
know their lives and their struggles against
family influences and against strong temp-
tation—to us t are proofs of the divin-
ity of Christ so clear aud convincing that
they almiost rob usof faith., We put our

eater than mir
I'hese great con-

a divine principle
nd

that if 1 wou

yul I must |
religious organizalion that interprets ti
Grospel different from tie manner in whic
I bave received its interpretation,

“ Save m)
|
|
|
|

heart to other teaching than that of tl

“But some onemay say: ‘If you have
ived testimony from God, it is the
-t act of reason to submit to what
supreme and
one will quest {
nly the testimony of wan th

imony of God.

t

ger from God to y¢
do not personally he
a man who tells you it 1s the testimony of
God ; and, therefore, you pin your faith
to the testimony of man.’

“This would be true in any system save
that of the Catholic Ol ti
the spirit in which S
man, on the testimony

!
| t it is the
Man acts as a messen-
aud, after all, you

ar God, bt

you bear

of a man, sh
reject the testimony of an apostle and
choir of angels. No man dare reject t
testimony of St, Paul beca
had told bim it was his opt
not the testimony of God

“Therefore, the messenger that brings
the message from the Divine to the human

100 that it was

10 | right, but 1 know t}

h | were Lere he could explain it to me;

uth tells you, No | have
But you have 1 him to believe.

L hmmnw it and I meet some formula,
Id |

“To give another illustration: Never | others John the Baptist.
was faith deeper or more real than the

faith of which St, Paul speaks when treat:
ing of the patriarch Abraham, He brings
bim forward as an example of stroug and
abiding faith, Now Abraham had no
doubt of God’s command that he should
sacrifice Isaac, On that question he was
certain, Bathad he no diliculties—many
and trying dilliculties )

“ffirst, God had assured him that he
would be the father of a great people,
But how the father, if he was to strike
him with a knife, and sacrifice and then
burn his body 7 God is Truth, and lle
cannot contradict Himself, 1am Certain
He is God; 1 am certain of the order;
here is my difficulty. 5

“Again, to Abraham’s mind, how trying
was the order, It wasout of hermony
with all God'srelations to man up to that
time for a father to raise a knife to slay
his own son, and then to bave him set fire
to the altar, aud while his blood flowed
out, to burn the body of his son.

“It was out of all harmony with the
nature of His relations with this beloved
patriarch, God had loved him ; and yet
God says—obzerve how He tries souls that
He loves : ‘Take thine only son, him thou
lovest, Isaac ; take him and offer him as a
holocaust, and not only strike him, but
burn him on the altar, on the mountain
which I will show you.” Here were dufli-
culties,

“And to see that son looking into the
eyes of his father as they ascended that
mountain, and saying to him: ‘Father,
here is the wood, and here is the fire, bat
where is the victim for the holocaust I’
And with words that seemed choking, the
patriarch ‘My son, Ged will pro-
vide a v And he bore this severe
trial, Here were difficulties, 'I'he langu-
age was certain, and he did lift his right
hand, and would have slain his son and
set fire to the altar, if G yd had not lv_v
wiracle interfered.
¢35 the Catholic may have doubts, as
Abraham had. Bat the Catholic canuot
doubts if he is sure God commauds

some answer that He was a marve]|,y,
wan, others a good man ; but all uyite in
praising Him, all have some love 4,
admiration for Him within their hen 13
And o 1 believe that itis the uny
power of this age which should Le culy
ted in your hearts,

“And you, Rev. Fathers of the Coy 0y,
gation of St. Paulz=you whose iy,
jubilee is celebrated to.day in this h.‘u,.-‘“l
ary and from this pulpit—should iy 1,
mission you have to give let your rq)},
ing cry be faith and love for Jesus Chyis,
You know the age; you know whyy ,L
needs. You know 1t has erected un iy,
and inscribed upon it the motto of wlj )
Paul spoke: ‘“To the unknown (o
You know that it is looking for :
religion,

“You know that it preaches of a ;o3
whom it does not know. You kny y,
have a new religion, for the new reli/ ;
is the old one ; it is new (o them wh, .iu
not yet know it, But it is old in iy, ‘,l.”
tainty of faith ; old in the love of ..
Christ ; in its triumph over vice,

“Let us remember the antidote that (),
Apostle of the Gentiles gave againt tl;l:
philosophy aud the religious errors of 1“3
day. Mo the Greeks that searcheq for
wisdom, to the Jews that looked J;
sign, he gave the preaching of Chrig ar “1
Him crucified—the power of God and \14‘_
wisdom of God,

“Preach Christ in His Faith
Christ crucified in His love ; for y
needed in the nineteenth century
same that was needed in the first; o
in reality shall you be as you are in na
priests of St. Paul. Aund oh!
| bless your mission to this generatioy
God bless your wission in the stre
the faith you shall inspire, and
Divine love, the fire which J¢
| came upon earth to enkindle, and
| he wished to be enkindled in th
of those who need that love, and
not, even the worst of them
deprived of it.”
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t how beautiful ! How
! How sanctifying is this faith
\ the jast man liveth! What
sanctifying energy in the contest batween
right and wrong, with ttrong
iman heart in the he )
faith of God ! Oh,
v is generation ! Oh,
hat the nations need now, as
of Paul; and not ounly, bre
yuld we pray to God for this faith, but
alzso should our hearts be filled, like the
heart of St. Paul, with the |
for our Lord Jesus Christ, lle believed
in him ; therefore he loved him.

“His love for Ouar Lord was a love
strong, deep, intense, passionate. When
he speaks to him he speaks not only in
the abstract, as he would of God, but his
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There is more of that in your hearts tha

some portion which I do not understand, | of certainty, This love of our I I
7 to some other | and Isay : ‘I y ‘

seews to we that this isnot | rarely leaves the heart, It is the hope o
1at if the professor ; the age; it is the unit of power for th

[ | fature ; itis the rallying point where al
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Justin McCarthy says of the Ca:t
Lord Lieutenant, th :\-x'htm\, a
| persons who control the policy of t
Government: ®

As a building, it is a huge barra

ure, with great court-yards a:
[ lls,and frequent sentre !
i tution,it is the place where the Lord 1
|

ant and t Chief Secretary, a
permanent oflicials carry on their b

l (ke power of the Lord Lieutenant is a

| limitless. There is hardly anything h

i cannot do by the exercise of his pen. 1
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law of the land can hardly be said to 1
him, for he has an almost unli 1
ywer of suspending the law of t nd

| Rapids, lowa, writes :

1 sl .
sold any medicine that gives such sati
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l the magnet that attracts hearts of every and success.

“7 h.u 18 no doubt ; it is a difficulty ; for | denomination and will melt them into
my | there is absolute certainty of the truth be- | one.

, : 1 1e | fore him, but there is a difliculty in his
Catholic Church, What should 1 do?|own mind in taking itin until he gets fur- | Christ. And the
Submit, of course, some one would say to | ther instruction. § Y ) o
me, No, brethren, to St, Paul and his
| choir of angels from Heaven itself I should

Apostle answered

And 8o when

Usefal to Know.,

o g Everyone should know that Ha;_;ymn\'i
Whom do men say I am? said | Yellow Oil will give prompt relief ; ap:
1 : | plied externally will stop any pain ; and
‘Some say a prophet, others Elias, and | taken internally cures colds, asthma,

; e | when I | croup, sore throat and most inflammatory
ask this age : ‘Who do you say Christ is? | complaints.

“We have never

¢ | tion to the consumer and pleasure to the

| seller as Dr. Thomas’ Eclectric Oil.  We
were' Lers b cou : | j | can refer you to numbers that have used
“I see the Apostle and the angelic choir, ‘} ::ll'“\\'\;l\l‘l:li I\i:lit;\txzkn}ii:’\ 111‘211:"1il\"IL:n;1\1,\" how | who believe in Christ will yet meet ; 1t is | it for diphtheria with entire satisfaction
he | and they approach this pulpit, and they | y i 3
sought to strangle the body of Christ in | tell me to submit my intellect and m)
As Herod sought to )
a- | strangle the real body, so he songht to
es | destroy the mystical body ; and the new
nt | Church in her infancy had no greater per:
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