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farmers had only entered politics as a last resort, in 
rder to secure certain reforms so much required by 

Agriculture The late Government, in his opinion, 
was opposed to the organization of farmers except in the 
formofseparate farmer’s clubs that were able to exercise 
verv little more influence than the individual. Liberals 
Jr was thought were largely dominated by the big in­
terests He thought, moreover, that the farmer will 
he the salvation of the country if it ever comes to â 
showdown between the forces of construction and de­
struction. Over and above the sacredness of the owner­
ship of property the farmer holds the sacredness of 
humanity. Farmers are prepared to pay their fair 
share ef the indebtedness of the country, but they 
also prepared to see that other classes pay their share 
also As regards the tariff, the Minister declared that 
he fe not a free trader, but the present tariff is, in his 
opinion, the most unscientific, the most unjust and the 
most iniquitous tariff facing the people of any country 
in the world.

Speaking of the work of his Department the spe 
believed the farm surveys were started to show the fallacy 
of the statement that farming was not paying. But 
it was found to be true on more than a thousand farms 
in Peel, Oxford and Dundas counties. In fact, it had 
been shown that the United labors of the farmer, his 
wife and all children under 14 years of age had not re­
turned more than 40 cents per hour as a labor income. 
It is intended to extend and improve the farm surveys 
now being carried out and the Minister contended that 
the people of cities and towns would appreciate the farm­
er's position better if the facts were placed before them. 
He further contended that these basic economic facts 
are necessary before intelligent agricultural develop­
ment can be preceded with, dn the last analysis the 
salvation of Agriculture in Ontario and the Dominion 
will come through the .co-operative marketing of farm 
products. We must improve the quality of our products 
by grading. Extravagant distribution must also be 
eliminated since in nearly every instance farm products 
cost the consumer nearly twice what the farmer receives. 
We must be careful to secure a desirable class of im­
migrants who will respect our laws and live by them. 
Hon. Mr. Doherty maintained that the best class of 
settler is the second, third or fourth son of a farmer, 
but heretofore the most of these have gone to the city 
because the father could not afford to establish them all 
on farms. Agricultural laborers should also be encour­
aged to own farms of their own and he proposed to ask 
the Legislature for money to investigate the question 
of rural credits. With reference to the Agricultural 
College at Guelph, the Minister believed it to be the 
function of that institution to turn out good farmers. 
In the past,attempts have been made to tell farmers how 
to produce, but he believed that the farmer understands 
his business as well as the manufacturer.

The most effective speaker in opposition during the 
week was the Hon. A. E. Ross, Kingston. ^ He is a 
Liberal-Conservative and said he was prepared to give 
the Government a fair chance. He thought, however, 
it had all the earmarks of a class of Government and 
declared himself in favor of sane patronage. He also 
entered upon a defence of the politician particularizing 
in favor of men of the past such as Mowat, Baldwin, 
Macdonald, Laurier and Whitney. He thought the 
parliament buildings would soon need enlarging àn,d 
discussed some federal affairs among which was the 
treatment accorded to returned soldiers. The Hon. 
Mr. Ross criticized the Government for its lack of pro­
posals regarding health legislation and specifically 
mentioned influenza and venereal diseases. With 
regard to the latter he declared that rural doctors are 
now forced to treat forty 
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have teen tabled by the various Ministers, among which or hire of P,abor. Pwhere hours of labor were
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introduced by the Minister m order that ^ipijers may mJitions J|he ^rldmail carriers. Neverthe-
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on demand. Cabinet Ministers at Ottawa have been apjxnnted as

acting ministers of other departments thirty-eight timefl 
since December 17, 1917. Some ministers have at one 
time or another been acting ministers of four or five 
different departments. During the week, also, severe

_______ .__ . , criticism of the Department of Soldiers Civil He- ______
" At a meeting of poultrymen held in Ottawa, on egtabjjshment was heard from many different members.

Thursday and Friday, March 18 and 19, the orgamza- some Qf wbom contended that Sir James Lougheed and 
tion which has for ihe last year been known as the his Deputy should both be replaced by returned soldiers.
Canadian National Poultry Council was transformed ......... ......................... —-----
St“ KS '„hie whStm ïmto™ Annual Meeting of Provincial
a consideration of all matters having to do with progress Winter Fait.
^.Tthe^wk 1" It CÏS’Slî'i* îtekTping Th. officers of .he Ontario

records of registered poultry, and the collection, were elected at the annual meeting held last week,
preservation and publishing of data, information and The feature of the meeting was the resignation of
documents relating to registration. Qualification in R, W. Wade, Director of the Live-Stock Branch, De-
the Record of Performance for poultry will be the basis partment of Agriculture, Toronto, and Secretary and
of registration^ Ap^tfon will be made shortly for Manager of the Winter Fair Mr Wade’s resignation
the Incormration of the Association under the Live- as Secretary and Manager of the Fair came as a sur-
Stock Pedigree Act It is proposed that the directorate, prise to those present, but when he stated that he
vL-hlrh will consist of twenty members, including two would not reconsider his decision, his assistant, J. E.
representotives^ from e£h province, together with the Rettie, late of the Soldier Settlemen Board Ottawa

SîSjjfcdeteaKdto",eCa“' SLkJf fsjg SÜ5S42SST». &
Tffi; following officers and directors were elected, Minist¥_of Agriculture, assured the directors that he was

the Provincial men being representative of the Pro- greatly interested in the Ontario Provincial Winter
■ • , p i.Associations and the Provincial De- Fair and would be willing to continue assistance to it.

? nP n Pvdc^kure President, Dr. R. Barnes, The dates fixed for the 1920 show are December 3 to 10,
partments of g pres;dent n W Kerr, Brandon. and the officers elected for the present year are as fol- 
2,ttaWa;vS-P^Went b”' S. Lafortune, lows: Hon. President, J. I. Flatt, Hamilton; President
r-P1- ” a P >int (fuebec • Secretary-Treasurer, E. John Gardhouse, Weston ; Vice-President, W. J. W.

Ottawa* Directors: F. C. Elford, Dominion Lennox, Toronto; Secretary-Treasurer, J. E. Rettie,
Husbandman, Ottawa. W. A. Brown, Toronto; Superintendent, J, H. Saunders London;

the Poultry Division, Live-Stock Branch, Assistant Secretary, Leitch, Guelph Executive
Chief of the t omtry , A C|ark Committee: W. McNeil, representing the Poultrymen,
reJntal Fam, Charfottètown, P.E.I.; W. w! London; W. Dryden, Shorthorn Breeders Brookhn;

MewClaseôw N.S.; f. P. Landry, Agricultural R. S. Stevenson, Dairymen, Ancaster; P. Christie,
rS,, ’-frnro NLS.- À. C McCulloch, Department of Heavy Horses, Manchester; I. D. Brien, Swine, Ridge-
Ç0 ■ Fredericton N B.; R. A. Snowball, town; W. W. Whitelaw, Sheep, Guelph; T. H. Hassard,
Chat'hàm N ff Rvv Brother Ligouri, La Trappe! Light Horses, Markham: W. I. W. Lennox, Seeds,
Quebec; Professor W. R. Graham, Ontario Agncul- Toronto.

Not Much Doing at Ottawa.
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they handled only about four. It is neglect 
°' the soldier after he gets his discharge that is re­
sponsible for this increase. As Sam Clarke, West 
Northumberland remarked during the week, opposition 
members have very little to criticize the Government 
lor because they have not been in power long enough. 
He himself found a great deal to talk about, but not 
very much to say. However, he 
served to make time go faster.

Classification of the Civil Service.

Canadian National Poultry Associa­
tion Formed.
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There are probably some thousands of persons 

employed in the public service of Ontario of which 
probably 250 are officials or employees of the Ontario 
department of Agriculture. Many of these come into 
direct contact with farmers either from the Ontario 
Agricultural College, through the Agricultural Represent­
atives or from the various branches of the Department at 

oronto. Naturally, therefore, farmers should have 
an interest in the salaries paid to these employees, in as 
much as their work is solely for the purpose of benefitting 

fF'culture. The late Conservative Government ap­
pointed a Civil Service Commissioner something over 
a year ago to equalize salaries and supervise appoint- 

ents throughout the whole service and for some months 
, -Lommissioner has been compiling a report which

1d 0Fm u basis for readjusting salaries. During the 
,weekthis report was tabled in the House bythePro- 

form.u Secre.tarY, Hon. H. C. Nixon and will no doubt 
subject of debate some time during the next 
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ho\vevpltSf°' c'v*' servant. It really seems impossible 
each r’ or Governments to adopt a system of paying 
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