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original essay on Pcrsonal Observations on the
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All letters respecting the business of the
ApvocaTE should be addressed ¢‘FARMER'S
ADVOCATE,”, and not to any private person. If
intended for W. Weld personally, write the
word “‘ personal ’ or ‘private” above the
address,
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On the Wing.

A RETROSPECTIVE VIEW,

At the close of each year it is proper for every-
body to take a retrospective view of the past, to
consider what changes have taken place. The
Past year has been one of very great import-
ance. In this part of the Dominion it
has been one of the most bountiful and
luxuriant seasons we bave experienced; the
cereal crop has been good and secured in good
order ; the pastures were never more luxuriant
than they have been this fall, elevating the
spirits of all engaged in the dairy business;
the fruit and root crops have been abundant;
our farm stock has increased and thriven as well
as any one could desire. If peace, plenty and
prosperity are the sources from which happiness
is derived, it must be with us here in Canada.
We doubt if any part of the world can show
such progress and thrift, combined with less
poverty and disease, as the western part of
Oatario. '

When crops are bountiful, prices are sure to
be lower than in seasons of scarcity. Those
who complain should consider that twenty-one
years ago cows and beef cattle would not bring
as much cashby nearly one-third as they will now
realize. Horses command highly remunerative
prices ; and our dairy and fruit interests were
never on a better paying basis. Notwithstand-
ing this there are complaints of scarcity of cash.

All parts of the Dominion may not have been
»0 highly favored this year ; some have suffered
from fire, some from drouth, while contagious
diseases among farm stock have touched some
parts of our country ; but our Government has
promptly acted.

The gigantic undertaking of connecting our
Provinces together, and affording a shorter
route for the commerce of the world through
our Dominion, has been accomplished. The
grand idea of holding a Colonial Exhibition in
England has this year been successfully carried
out, and great commercial facilities may be an-
ticipated. Our Government has decided this
year to establish experiment stations in dif-
ferent parts of the Dominion. This will even-
tually cause a considerable additional expendi-
ture of public funds, and the greatest care must
be exercised to have them judiciously expended.

A few have questioned our criticisms in re-
gard to the mismanagement of the Model or
Experimental Farm-at-Guelph; but duty to our
farmers demanded the truth should be pro-

¥,

the Model Farm would be more popular than it
now is, and better results shown.

Oneof our great educators of the past, the Pro-
vincial Exhibition, is fast falling into oblivion ;
other interests have superseded the interests of
the farmers toaninjuriousextent, and it willnow
be diffioult to restore its lost popularity. This
is much to be regretted. There have for years
been numerous complaints of injustice; ad-
vice and remonstrance from experienced
men have been too little regarded. The Pro-
vincial Board havebeen too intimately connected
with the Shorthorn Herd Book, and the farmers
have paid large sums of money into their hands
forthe registration of thousands of cattle, which
they now regret. )

Probably one of our greatest achieyements
has been in checking the introduction ‘and
spread of ocontagious diseases. We person-
ally inspected the localities where Anthrax was
sweeping away our stook, and visited the first
cases of Foot and Mouth Diseass; Hog Cholera
and Tuberculosis. Personal investigation of our
quarantines was made, aud the attention of the
authorities called to their inefficiency. Infor-
mation on these points was published in the
Apvocate from time to time when deemed pro-
per. For doing this our veracity was ques-
tioned by some in the public press, but fearing
injury to our live stock trade, we declined to
reply ; subsequent events, however, proved the
correctnees of our reports. We also by
letters and telegrams, at our own expense,
furnished information about these diseaces,
etc. In cach case the Dominion Gov-
ernment promptly responded by immediately
sending vetérinary surgeons to investigate, and
by giving them full power to act. The freedom
of our country from stock diseases is to be as-
tributed to these prompt steps.

Mr. Farrington, one of the chief founders
of the Dairymen’s Association, said twelve years
ago that no better matter regarding the dairy
interest appeared in any paper than in the
FARMER’S ADVOCATE. .

It is a pleasure for us to look back over the
twenty one years that have passed since
the publication of the ADVOCATE was ocom-
menced. In that short time, in this locality, it
appears that all of the once common ox-teams
have given place to horses; the scythe
and the grain cradle to the mower and
the harvester ; the uncertain home-made cheese
has given place to the factory product ; reliable
grafted fruits have supplanted the natural and
doubtful varieties ; improved farm stock of all
kinds has been more extensively disseminated
throughout the country than ever before ;

claimed. Had our suggestions been regarded,

great advantages have been secured by our




