FARM AND DAIRY

May 11, 10

Nuggets of Dairy Wisdom
The following werds of admonition are taken
‘rom an address by N. P, Hull, of Michigan,
president of the American Dairy Farmers' As.
at the
of the Ontario Dairymen's Assc-

sociation, as delivered last
at Stratford

ciation

convention

I ask you to ask yourself if you are chained to
a poor cow or net
e
If a dairy farmer has o herd that is not paying
hm he has it within his power to make his
herd yield him a profit.
“ ..
I do not see hew a dairy farmer whoe cows
are not paying him a profit can have the courage
to look his wife and family in the face or see the
collection plate coming around on Sunday.
R
The hen pays you once a day and she is a
good one if she keeps it up. The dairy cow pays
you twice a day.

.o

When I started dairying 1 was up-to-the-ears
in debt and I didn't have to lie awake at nights
wondering if the interest would come due or if
the hired man would be arcund on time for his
pay.

There are a lot of dairy farmers whe should

20 on strike because their cows are not paying
them as much for their labor and foed as they
should.  The fi.st thing they should strike on

is their cwn wethods of caring for those cows.
..

If the fertility of the farms of Ontario is to
be maintained for the next 20 years it will he
necessary for the farmers of Ontario to
some line of live stock feeding.
the most profitable.

toke up
Daitging is

Beof sells for five cents to not over 10 cents
A peund by the side. If the feed fod to produce
that f were fed to a dairy cow, she would
produce the equivalent of two pounds of cheese
or a pound of butter worth frem 20 to 80 cents
a pound.

..
8ome years hogs and sheep pay and seme years
they do mot. My dairy cows have never yet
failed to pay their way each year and they pay
cash.
..

You can never tell when you start to feed a
steer calf whether or not you will get a profit
when you turn off your finished preduct. Twenty
minutes after you feed the dairy cow you can
walk around to her business er and draw your
pay.

.« .

A let of cows bave Leen condemned for being
poor who never had a chance to be good because
they were never fed as they should have been.

. ..

This matter of a balanced ration simply means

4 common sense raticn.
...

There are two farmers in my state, living one

milo apart and sending their milk to the same

factory. The cows of one cf thase men yielded
him 3,832 Ibs. milk each at an average cost of
$1283.  Ho sold his mille for $38.20. This man

paid $463 for the privilege of taking care of
his cows 365 days in the year. The cows of his
neighbor produced 6,202 Ibs. milk each at a cost
of $35.81 which sold for $99.48, vielding him
an average profit per cow of $54.67, The trouble
with the cows of the first man was that they
came tco near being steers to be profitatle dairy
cows.

One dairy cow will not infrequently produce
10 times as much profit in a year as a cow beside
it in the stable. A man with a herd of cows
of the latter type will have to feed and care for
his cows for 10 years to make the same amount
of profit as another man witl cows of the first
type. .

Common Mistakes in Corn Growing

J. H. Grisdale, Director Dom. Bep. Farms

The most common mistake of all in corn grow-
ing is the sowing of wrong varieties. A great
many farmers are growing large varieties, and
we do not want large varicties in this part of
the country (Eastern Ontario). We want med-
ium sized varieties. The largest variety we can
stand here is the Leaming, and that is the
variety likely to give the best results and give
a large erep and good quality. The White Cap
Yellow Dent and the Longfellow and Angel of
Midnight are also splendid vari . I do not
know of anything that will beat the White Cap
Yellow Dent as a corn crop to be grown by the
average farmer

Another mistake is attempting to grow the

REPRESENTATIVE OF ALL PARTS

‘'A feature of Farm and Dairy that | much
appreclate is that in it all parts of the coun-
try are represented. Farm and Dairy is of
general interest.”'—B. A. Reddiok, North-
umberiand Co., Ont.

Mr. Reddiok b
on one of the leading features of Farm and
Dairy. In our Sneclal Farm Improvement
Number last week were illustrations repro-
duced from photos taken in eight different
countles of Ontario by the editors of Farm
and Dairy—Stormont. Peterboro, Went-
worth, Brant, York, Prince Edward and
Carleton.. Articles from four counties of
Ontario addition2] to those menioned and
from four provinces other than Ontarlo, ap-
peared In the same Issue.

rows of corn closely together. The average far
mer thinks when he sows his corn that if he
puts three and a half or four feet between the
rows, that there is a lot of land wasted, but
that is one of the greatest mistakes; that four
fet between the rows, or three and a half feet at
the very least, is the land that will give him
the best results in the later days of the crop.
The food in that part of the field is net utiliz-
ed at once by the crop, but while the corn is
utilizing the food contained in the soil immedi-
ately adjoining the row, the soil out from the corn
plant is fallowing and the vlant focd in that soil
is kept ready and by the time the small roots
project from the corn and get over to the middle,
the food in the soil is ready for the roots. You
will never see the close

anted corn field grow
will the widely sown
corn field, because the land between the rows,
where it is sown wide apart, is ready for the
plant in August and when the grain is beginning
to form is the time when the plant noeds nourish.
nt the most, and 1 want to emphasize the im-
portance of giving the plant lots of room.

as rapidly in Augnst as you

Another important point is that you must keep
the land clean. There is no cause for a man not
keeping his corn crop clean. If the fiol * js dirty,
the corn should be sown in hills and if it is a
fairly clean field, sow it in rows 1 oqnse it is less
troube.  Take five or six spouts ont of the grain
drill and have your rows 42 or 49 inches apart.
T would suggest sowing 49 inches between the
rows, because yon will get better results than
you will from 35 te 42 and infinitaly hetter than
if only 28 inches apart. From the time you sow
until you pick un the sheaf to nut on the wagon
to hanl into the silo, you will not require to touch
it with the hand, everything can be done hy
herse power,

e
Alfalfa Seed Growing in Ontaric
Prof. €. A. Zavitz, 0.4.0., Guelph

We have, during the last few months, my |, ,
somewhat extensive inquiry into alfalfy “l
growing in Ontario and find that in some s
of the Provinee the production of alfalfa s 1is
becoming quite an industry. As both a cr of
hay and a crep of seed can be produced iy (,
same season many of the alfalfa growers ind
seed production quite profitabis.  Alfalfa wd
production is quite important, not only to {
who produce the sced, but also to the far, .
who are thus enabled te secure seed whicl has
Leen produced in a climate similar to that .,
der which the crop is to be grown.

I received replias from 81 Ontario farmers wiy
have grown alfalfa seed on their own farms vy
one year to 15, 20, or oven 80 yoars. The 13
farmers who renorted that they have grewn .
for five years or more reside in the south-west.
part of Ontario and more than half of them .1
located in the counties of Haldimand and L, b
ton.  The counties of Welland, Brant and | n
coln are also well represented and the countin
of Kent and Wentworth are included in the list
The 38 farmers who reported as having grow,
alfalfa seed for less than five years reside in the
seven counties already referred te and also in ()
counties of Elgin, Oxford, Waterloo, Huron
York, and Durham. It will, therefore, be sy
that we have reports from 18 counties in Ontaric
in which alfalfa seed has been grown as a farn
crop.

Kvery one of the 43 farmers stated that he
had used the second eren for seed production
The average yield per acre obtained by all of
these 43 farmers for all of the years in which sesd
has been grown is 2.07 bushels. The quantity
of seed per acre scems to be influenced to a mark
ed degroe by the conditions of the season and by
the quality of the soil. The prices realized fof
the soced have varied from $4 to $13 a bushel. The
average prico of all of the seed grown by the 1
farmers in the different years has Leen ahoy
$8.90 a bushel. Thirtyseven farmers stated that
seed production did not injure the plants. Oy,
grower mentioned that he thought it did a little
and another that it might if the erop were
for seed too often.

The majority of the farmers who have had
the greatest experience in the production of al.
falfa seed in Ontario consider that the growing
of alfalfa is almost sure to be increased for the
production of seed and hay. Thirty-six out of
the 48 were quite decided on this point. The in-
fermation gleaned from these practical farmers,
who have in most cases made a marked success of
alfalfa seed production, should be of great value
to other farmers in the Province. When we real-
izo that the first cutting of alfalfa will pro-
duce a good crop of hay, and that the second crop
will preduce in the same yoar fully two bushels
of seed an acre, which will sell on an average of
nearly 89 a bushel, or a total of from $17 to $18
an acre, and ‘hat the alfalfa will remain in ll)
land for a number of years without re-seedin
shows not only the possibilities but what is 4
tually being done in a somewhat extensive wuy
by a number of cur Ontario farmers. It is my
intention to make a further inquiry into alfalis
seed production in the different parts of the Pro-
vince, Lelieving that in a very short time the
afalfa seed production in this Province will e
quite ample fer the home supply and with a pos
sible surplus for export.

cut

It goes without saying, at least to those who
have tried it, that it pays to spray potatoes In
spite of the known benefits of spraying and (e
facilities that are at hand for applying the Bor
deaux mixture, many continue year after year w0
allow the blight to claim a large percentage of
their crop.—8. \. Northeots, Ontario Co., unt
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