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worship, times and places usually devoted te
religion, and even the smallest items of re-
lig:ous practice, partake of the sanction and
i himself.
That is why a Church is lizenerz:\lly con-
servative. As a man who wi

authority of G

of machinery in his
factory, will besitate
before he parts with an
old chair in his home,
because his mother
used to sit in it, so the
same man will fight for
the ancient customs
and emblems of reli-
gion. Yet the spirit of
the Christian religion
is (*ssontialli radical.
It claims to be always
new, with the newness
renewed each morning.
Its holiest volume is
a “New’ Testament.
[ts inessage is good
“news.” It enjoins a
‘““new’’ commandment.
It provides a ‘‘new”
and living way. Itsdis-
ciples become ‘‘new”’
creatures. And it
looks for a ‘‘new”
heaven and a ‘“‘new’”
earth., Thus this dis-
position to adore the
church overthrows the
power of the church.
It robs her Master of

Christianizing the Church

scrap a piece

THE HUMANEST BOOK IN
THE. WORLD

The Bible is the humanest
book in the world ; and the King
James Version of it is not only
the greatest book in English
literature, but the very source
and fountain-head of English
literature.  Without the Bible,
English literature is so wholly un-
thinkable that it strikes the mind
as absurd. And an English edu-
cation without the Bible is quite
as unthinkable—but it is far from
absurd. It is a denial.

There is positively no substi-
tute for the King James Version
of the Bible, nothing to take its
place, no revised, modernized,
storyized version, nothing yet
devised or to be devised that will
do at all for the old *“authorized”

713

of Jesus’ last sayings to his disciples was, “‘By
this shall all men know that ye are my dis-
ciples, if ye love one another.”
grotesque display of the spirit of harmony
and cooperation which is native to Chris-
tianity when half a dozen petty groups of

It is a

people, each with its
ramshackle building
and its starving minis-
ter,squabbleoverevery
new family that moves
into the neighborhood.
Omne essential of a pro-
gressive Christianizing
of the church is union
of its several bodies.
The province of the
Church is inspiration,
not control. It aims
to get the world re-
constructed, not neces-
sarily to superintend
the brick and stone
laying involved iv that
achievement. Its pro-
vince is absolutely
unique in this respect,
and it may not admit
any rival in the great
enterprise of personal
regeneration and spir-
itual enlightenment.
It is not necessary for
the church to assume
the direct responsibil-
ity for carrying on so-
cial activities. There

his rightful supremacy.
It is to be fought
against with the utmost
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are congregations
which maintain no
working force beyond

vigor, for it more than
anything else inter-
feres with the progressive and rapid Chris-
tianizing of the church.

Twenty years or so ago Mr. Gladstone
received a letter from a young man in a village
of the middle west, asking him if it were true
that he was a Christian believer. He replied
in noble words, declaring that all his hopes
for his own life and for the welfare of the
world hung on his faith in Jesus as the one
Saviour and Lord. What lay back of that
interrogation as to the British statesman’s
religion ? I have said that the question
came from a certain village.

It was such a village as could and did
contain a citizen who thought that no intelli-
gent man any longer believed in Christianity.
Were there no churches in that village ?
There were, so many and so weak and so
mutually contentious that this mistaken
villager deemed it impossible that any emin-
ent man could believe in the thing they stood
for. And he was more than half right. One

the minister and the
usual volunteer assist-
ants, who yet pour into the community organ-
izations so much impulse of goodwill, and into
the community itself such sanction and a
proval of these organizations, and direct the
energies of their members so steadfastly into
the operations of the community orguniza-
tions, that it renders noble service to the cause
of the Kingdom. There is no reason why a
congregation may not directly father and
supervise any sort of social service. And,
on the other hand, there is no reason why it
should. It may accomplish its work either
directly or indirectly.

But it cannot accomplish its work unless
it has an intelligent conception of the actual
needs of the community and of the right way
of meeting these needs. The idea, too long
prevalent though now happily disappearing
that a church may arouse and sustain soci
ministry without itself being keenly interested
and in touch with this social ministry is a
lf?sical blunder. Teaching is never success-

till it deals with the concrete. It will be




