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t)crs and woodwork exposed to chimneys and flues 
! should tie framed around them, leaving a two inch 

Expenses in general arc the hughear of insur- ajf space. A propitious tune for tlie entorcenu nt ot 
business and arc quite a troublesome matter ,|lcsc suggestions is that offered when buildings are

m connection with liability business, particularly at><<ut to be erected, and if properly presented to
111 connection with settlement of claims Of course, ,|1C party at interest will frequently lie adopted, 
the chief expense in settling claims is the amount “American Miller.' 
paid for settlement, hut one of the chief expenses j* j*
after this, although a long way after, is the legal
fees which have to lie paid to attorneys for dc- FIRE-PROOF POWER «OUS .
fending cases, and the very unsatisfactory part to „Fjr(i Ru|,clin No 0( the Michigan Millers
liability underwriters is that the " at£*‘ Mlltua| Eire Insurance Company contains a tersely
ncys arc increasing in respect to the sirvices ren 1 _ lt R.a(|s.
dered, like the cost of almost everything esc ex- \.()n February pjio, spontaneous combustion 
ccpt insurance, and it is supposed the charges made k c<,;lj ti,v l ayette Mill and Mercantile
by attorneys are only another result of the increas- (< ,. ,)(ll,cr r<Kllll at Fayette, Mo., caused a
ed cost of living. ,1 .maire estimated at only $50, yet the fire was so

Of course the general public and the gentlemen ^ (|)e cl)gll)ccr to start lire under the
who have been making speeches and wrr mgarticc ^ ^ ^ m()mmg that he could not get
on liability insurance companies and their expenses, 1||c assurcd wrltcs us as follows :
deem all these legal cxjienscs to x- entirely tin- .. ,Bc j an ,|U,.stll,„, the fire started from coal 
necessary, and that they should be paid to the | ( - h[)t cn('u'|, Ul scl wood and cobs on fire,
workmen. This sounds very well, but it is not h ^ a () blaze, and ,f roof and fl«x>rs had
true. Claims and suits arc often brought which ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ md st()nc woll|j surely have
have no foundation and nothing is ever paid to the j , ( aml boilers, and possibly
claimant in settlement, yet in some of these cases “^n Jo dm mill * * * The steel roof 
large legal expenses have to lx- mrurm 1. U bemR ^ftprs and bcams cost over but if the fire
imperative that liability companies should protêt t ( tW(l ycars ag<>, when rixif was wooden,
their assured from the unscrupulous. There are "^ousc Luld hale Ixxn wrecked.' 
very few kinds of insurance which are more deetp- ,J. jnts m connection with this fire are 111-
tive than liability business with the increasing in- . tjvc . First, spontaneous combustion of slack
come, and yet there is no doubt that the rapidly ■ |s not ., niyt|, Second, $5«x> invested
increasing income in the liability business during ^ { roo( ,,,, |,n,k power house saved this
the past two years is somewhat to blame for the shut-down, if not the total loss
present condition of affairs ,n the liability world, nnllcr many^ai ^ ^
—Commercial Bulletin.

LIABILITY INSURANCE EXPENSES.
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SUGGESTIONS AS TO FLUES.

FIRE PROTECTION FOR FORESTS.
Co».erTBtto. CommU.tom R.rommr.d Ch.n.r.

U Railway. Act.Defective flues were officially reported as the 
cause of not a few mill fires during 1909. In con-

few of An important meeting of the Forestry Committee 
of commission of conservation to consider th< 

of fires set by railways was held at Ottawa
sequence it might not be amiss to give a 
the suggestions which a prominent fire insurance 
company has published in regard to flues.

In the first place, all chimneys and flues should 
be built of good, sound brick, with double walls, 
when completed lx* allowed to settle firmly lieforr 
being enclosed within a wooden structure. Where 
this important point is overlooked, the mass of the 
chimney stock will settle and draw away from that 
part sup|xirtcd by the roof timbers, and thus leave 
a dangerous opening at an unfrequented s|x>t. All 
classes of chimneys and flues should have each 
course of brick well and evenly bedded in good 
mortar, and each joint be as carefully pointed in­
side of the flue as if the work was being done on 
a pressed brick front. This class of finish is better 
and safer than the usual method of plastering the 
inside of a flue, as under the influence of the 
changes from heat to cold the plaster is liable to 
drop off and carry with it a share of the mortar, 
thus leaving a weak spot.

Furthermore, flues not built from the ground 
should rest on good timber supports, and have not 
less than six courses of solid brick work at the base, 
well bedded and cross-tied in good mortar. Hues 
built in attics or on joists, with stove-pipes entering 
them vertically, arc very dangerous and their pre- 

sliould condemn the risk at once. All tim-

question 
this week.The following recommendations were
That in every case in which fire is started by sparks 
from railway locomotives, and cither begins 011 
side of right of way or spreads therefrom to ad 
joining land, the company shall lx- liable to a tin. 
of one thousand dollars, unless the railway <01.1 
pany shows that it has used U|xm the hxoinotive 
the Iicst available modern appliance for prey n mg 
sparks spreading therefrom, and that no negligent, 
has Ix-cii shown by the engineer or firemen ol tin 
locomotive or any other servants ot the company, 
and that the company has maintained an ell.cie.it 
staff of fire rangers.

The committee further recommends that tin act 
rcsix-cting government railways lx- amendée 1 - I’"' 
v,<le for an efficient staff of fire rangers and t at 
the government railway shall provide free trails 
port at ion for all provincial lire guardians.

It was also recommended that the conuiii 
again press upon the attention of the Dominion 1. 
desirability of taking immediate action to fern a 
reserve of forest lands on the east slo,x- of he 
Rocky Mountains and afford efficient fire protection
for the same.
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