
——
January 12, iço5THE CHRONICLE.42 •

1

refinement alongside the coarsest degradation, is 
a problem which no one who has arisen is capable 
of solving. • • • •

January Fires.’—The firs', month of the year has 
a bad record for fires, owing to the careless stoking 
of furnaces in warehouse tellers and dwelling.. 
Last year, 1905, the record stood as follows :

61 July................
. 53 Angunt ..........
.. 38 September....
.. 44 October..........
.. 54 Novemlier...
.. 4'J Ik ce tuber....

Monday is the worst day of the week for fires and 
the worst hour in the 24 is 10 p.m., just we suspect 
when furnaces are being raked out and fixed up for 
the night. ....

Railway Business in 1905 in Canada was unpre- 
cedently prosperous.

“The year was the m'-st successful we have ever 
had” was recently stated by Mr. W. E. Davis, pas­
senger traffic manager of the Grand Trunk. “It 
was a year of general prosperity and when the coun­
try at large is prospering, railroads naturally are 
bent fit<d. General travel was heavy over all our 
lines, but travel into regions of res art and sp rt was 
the heaviest the company has known. E'glit or nine 
years ago, 80 or 90 per cent, of the number of those 
going into districts north of Toronto, were from 
cities up in Ontario, and the number who went in 

comp rative y small. During the past year this 
percentage has been reversed in favour of the num- 
Ikt of Un tcd States pleasure seekers and sports- 

Thesc p oph bring can.iderable money into 
the country and with the Canadian travel, make 
traffic very heavy. Then the Tcmiskam ng distret 
has yielded a bigger revenue than was ever before 
obtained, and the outloik for the earning season 
may reasonably be taken to indicate even greater 
success for railroads than 1935 brought them.”

Spcak’ng of passerger business, Mr. Robt. Kerr, 
passenger traffic manager of the (" P R. stated that 
1905 would show up as a banner year in the com- 
piny’s h story.

“The general passenger business has been heavy 
and the tr urist travel last season was by far the best 
the company has ever ■ had. The fact that our 
double da ly transcontinental scrv.ee was continued 
to the end of the year is one of the best evidences of 
what 1905 brought us. The company's fleets on the 
Atlantic and Pacific oceans did well also, so that in 

lepartmtnt of the (" P R. where passenger traffic 
has been concerned can we say the year was any­
th ng but prosperous.”

British Parliament Dissolved.—Kmg Edward 
has issued a proclamation dissolving Parliament 
and calling a new one the elections for wh ch will 
c mmercc to-morrow, and continue for about 10 
days to a fortnight Never before were there

Kingdom and in the various colonies and dqi:n- 
dencies the granting of preferential treatment in 
their respect.vc markets on a reciprocal basis, each 
to the other, believing that thereby the bonds of 

w'll !>c strengthened and the British Empireunion
largely freed from depend nee on foreign countries 
for food and other suppbes." .

A slight ve bal change was made in the resolution 
having reference to Newfoundland, the word 
"desirable" being subst tuted for "essential,' making 

" 111 it to complete Vanad an con-
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the whole read : 
federation and to strengthen lui)icrial unity, it 's, 
in the opinion of this congress of Chambers of Gom­

el f the Empire, essential that Newfoundland 
should lie included as a constituent part of the

6s
ill

merco

Dominion of Canada."

Election Amenities.—The British electorate 
have been proving the r fitness for the franchise by 
hooting down the Rt. Hon. Mr. Chamberlain at 
Derby, and the Rt Hon. Camp' ell-Bannerm in 
Premier, at Shrewsbury. At Derby the w rking 
classes are chiefly employees of the Grand Trunk 
Railway, at Shrewsbury they are more of an 
agricultural variety, but in both places the school 
master seems to be very much abroad. Fancy the 
destinies of a naliin being controlled or mflvcnccd 
by men who how l down th s ■ with whose opinions 
they differ !

e • • •
Russia Still Seething with Rebellion.—One 

peculiar feature in the Insurrectionary movements in 
Russia is the absence of any leader, or any central 
committee directing the reliellion. In the 1-rench 
revolutions of 178'), 1830. 1848, and thore in Austria 
and Italy in the la-t century, there were master 
minds directing the movement from a central point 
Not a s gn has ap|u ared in Russi a of any such 
h ad. rs as Danton. Robespierre, Tinville, o" many 
others who figured in different and inconsistent roles 
in the 1789 movement in France.

In Russia the outbreaks have hvn most errat'e 
or, as doctors say, "sporatic,” or scattered There 
seems, however, now to he greater concentration 
shown as the insurr. etion is largely confined to the 
Baltic pr< v ne s where the insu-gents are reported 
to be almost in cont.ol.

The strengthening of the troop, in attendan-e 
upon the Em|ieror is not a hopeful sign.

In the Caucisus th? rebels are said to have mas­
tered the troops, and the railway from Manchuria 
through Siberia is blocked by insurgents. Tie' 
Caucasus for over a century has tieen a hot lied 
of socialism. These are ominous signs for they 
indicate disaffection and the sp rit of rev o't 
in the army. Truly Russia is >n a mi erable 
plight By what measu'es the people can be 
pic lied and law and order re-established n 
all parts of ties huge, unwieldy Empire, an 
1 mpir? wher th*r Is the utm. st culture and

was

men.
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