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A good many questions are being asked
as to how late ome can feed in the fall
Ordinarily we would say the sooner the
syrup can be given the better. As to
how late one can do so will depend upon
conditions. We have sometimes. fed, in
loc lity clear up to the middle of
November. However, at that time the
bees have but very little opportuniity to
manipulate the syrup, much less cap it
over. The purpose of early feeding is to
give them a chance to “invert’” it to some
extent, and at the same time make a win-
ter nest. This they do by emptying the
cells in the combs at the point where the
cluster the bees at both sides
get the advantage of body heat.
When the syrup is fed late they can not
make this winter nest before cold weather
comes on, and consequently there will be
a space one inch thick, or as thick as the
comb, containing cold syrup between sev-
eral clusters of bees.

Such a condition is not according to na
ture; and one can readily that a
bunch of bees, no matter how large, that
is separated by slabs of solid honey or
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into the cells, thus establishing bodily
contact heat between several divisions of
the bees separated only by the midribs in
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contains a statement that is
entirely new to us, and differs so much
from the opinion we have hereto held. A
frank discussion of the matter can, there-
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error. He refers to the bees making win-

ter nests—these nests consisting of
empty comb upon which they cluster. He
says further that it is not according to
nature for bees to cluster on cold slabs of
honey, no matter how large the cluster.
Does Mr. Root know this as a matter of
fact, or is it only theory? If it 1s only
theory, all we can say is that our theory
is the very opposite. Before writing this
the
bee-keepers, and we have rot found one
whose opinion agrees Mr. Root.
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in perfect condition in the sprng. W
know that abundance of food is oné of the
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“theory” at all events. Given a

swarm of bees and full combs of 1.
.\'Hll 'Iil\l' llll.‘\'('l.\ llf Ill"‘\ ‘N'(\\Q’l‘" "" I
five combs of honey or syrup as the
may be You then have warm slal
in proper condition for food, and
througt

Your hive is then in th

honey

this ‘‘cluster heat’’ is retained
out the winter.
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vals to feed on cold honey is an idea tl
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