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ECHOES FROM GENERAL AS-
SEMYBLY.

We make the following extracts {rom
the clever “gallery” notes which appeared
from day to day in the London Adver-
tiser:

—

One of the notable figures at the as-
sembly is the Rev, Dr. D. D. Mcl.eod,
of Barrie, He is the only man in the
church, as far as this contributor re-
members, who can wear D.D. at both
ends of his name, He is a DD, which-
ever way you take him. Dr. MealLeod 18
a strickingly handsome man and a fine
debater,  Anyone who has listened to o
debate in the British House of Commons
knows what is meant by a true parha-
mentary style. We don’t know any other
minister of the chureh who possesses this
style in a higher degree than Dr, Me-
Leod,

An interesting feature of every Gen-
eral Assembly is the devotional hour with
w the second day of the meetings
always beging,  This hour is given up en-
tirely to praise, prayer and the reading oF
the Word of God, and is taken part in
by a large number of the members, 1t
is & most impressive hour. MThe singing
is without instrumental accompaniment,
and impresses one with the thought, that
after all, there is no music like that ot
the human voice, To hear more than
400 men sing the grand old historic psalms
and hymns of the church 15 “like the
sound of many waters.” 1f one has
any music in him at all, he is thrilled and
irspired in a way he cannot soon forget.
What an uplifting power cultured con-
gregational singing would be if we could
only have it in all our churches!

The Province of Quebec is not all of
our way of thinking nevertheless up
comes Principal Secrimger, of Montreal,
who knows Hebrew, Greek, systematic
theology, how to translate the P'sabms m
meter, and many other things; John
Mackay, the brillient young scholar and
orator of Crescent Strect Church; Rev.
Dr, Scott, the staid editor of the Record;
Dr. Mowatt, the man of weight; W. R.
Cruickshank, the man of “sweetness and
light,” and 8. J. Taylor, the secretary
of French evangelization, who, though
an Ontario man, preaches as delighttully
m pure French as he does in Enghsh.
We notice David Morrice, the big cot-
ton man, and Mr, Justice Archibald s
two greatly respected Montreal elders,

One can’t look at these fathers and
listen to these debaters without feeling
profoundly that this is a gathering not
enly of earnest men, but of brainy men.
1t has been said that the Maritime I'ro-
vinces have given more brainy men to
the Canadian Parliament than any other
part of Canada, These provinces have
certainly given their full share of brainy
men to the church.

—

Dr. Sedgwick is one of the splendid
“young old men” e has neem 44
years in the ministry, and can sell more
really good stories than perhaps any other
wise man from the east. He is a «n
of the manse, and a recognized wuthor
ity in ecclesinstical law and procedure.
His brother is a judge of the supreme
comt of Canada, at Ottawa, e has Te-

cently been acting as deputy governor
general, during his Excellency’s absence

from the Capitals

One of the new officials whom the
G 1 Assembly will get acquainted with
at this meeting is the Rev. J, C. Robert-
gon, the general secretary for Rabbath
school,  Mr, Robertson is evidently the
right man in the right place, and his ap-
pointment by last year's assembly has al-
ready been amply  justitied, He will
be heard in connection with the presenta-
tion of the Sabbath school report,

Manitoba comes up with a perfeet whirl-
wind of great names, Besides those al-
ready mentionad, we have Rev, Principal
Patrick, a splendid Scoteh importation;
Dr. Baird, Dr, Hart, Dr, Gordon (Ralph
Connor), Mr. J, Brown, the new leader
of the Liberal party in the Legislature;
the Hon, Colin 1, Campbell, attorne
general of the provinee, and Hon,
Laird, a former minister of inland
in the Dominion cabinet, all fre
Preshytery of Winnipeg,  Rev.
Rumball, of Morden, the
round pastor and preach

MO

strong, all-
r, and Rev, R.
W. Dickie, of Brandon, “a lad o* pairts,
and a preacher of power, from our own

province.

This great conclave is met primarily and
paramountly for the forwarding of t
Kingdom of God, It says, to every men-
ber “If you have anything to say, say 1t,
and be done.”  Occasionally a speaker
even among the grave and reverend fath-
ers and brethern comes to the platiorm
und pitches into a contested subject as 1f
he would raise Cain.  But that audience
will soon quiet him down. Ile must
either quiet down or sit down.

There is a delightful breeziness about
the speeches and manners of the western
commissicners, The free air of the great
prairies and mountains is fatal to all
stiltedness and tediousness, either in man-
ner or speech,

—

Alberta sends Rev. Dr. D, G, Me
Queen, of Edmonton, perhaps the most
influential minister in the whole province.
Dr. Herdman, the missionary superinten:
dent, is not only a man of missionary zeal

and esmanlike outlook, but a noted
moun nber, and a man of the finest
literary taste, From Saskatehewan Rev.
Dr. Carmichael, another missionary super-

intendent, went from Columbus, Ont.,
to Iteging many years ago. He resigned
his pastorate thete to aecept his present
position.  He was born in London Town-
ship, and like most people born in this
part of the country, has sound sense
and  weight  of character.  Hon. W.
R.  Motherwell is a  member of
P'remier Scott’s cabinet as minister of
agriculture for the new province. Mr.
Motherwell had a somewhat hard row
to hoe in the beginning of his political
career, but as he believed in the
severance of the Saints,” he got there, and
he stays there, One of the youngest eld-
ers at the assembly is George B, Me-
Craney, LIL.EB., M.I., of Prince Albert.
Mr. McCraney is a son of the former
member of the Commons,

The vast amount of work which the
Preshyterian Parliament sets itself to ac-
complish in eight days may be nterred
from the fact that on the docket of busi-
rese there are reports from no less than
34 standing  committees, Each deals
with an important department of church
work., The stitched reports of these
committoes, together with special report<
and other items of husiness which have
VTeen printed and distributed to the com:
missioners takes up TO1 pagess

= —

There arve actually 131 items of busi-
ness noted on the docket as presented
by the <lerk of the assembly, many ot
Iheae_ being matters of vast and  tar-
reaching importance,  And all of them
to .|u- taken up, considered and disnosd
of in cight days!  Who will say that tie
members of our church parliament are
not a body of hard and diligent workers?

One of the most striking figures of the
is the senior clerk, Dr, Robert
, of St Gabrie] Choech, Mont-
He is a Canadian vorn, wa. the
lirst medalist of Queen's “ollege, King-
ston, was ordained in 1862, the sy ear
as the new moderator, and has Lom m
his present charge since 186, He < the
author of and reviews in varons
magazines,  Dr, Camphel]l i< a g
anist, o prominent member ¢
History Society Maont
frequent ey
Black & and other rura] scenes about
the metropolis, in pursuit of his favorite
pastime 1
ministers in

[T

I‘I"llv of the best versed
eoclesiastical  law ]
church,  As clerk he ix precise, .\‘nl':-ulfllll:»
and always conrteous and nlnllg;llg to all
expecially to newspaper men,  In |!I|\.lil.‘
he s a lively and delightful conversation
alist and companion,  Mrs, Camphell 15
a sister of the late revered and beloved
. J. Macdonnell, of 8t, Andrew's ehuren
Toronto, '

Among the laymen  prese N
; the lay present 15 Nir
Thomas W. Taylor, formerly chief Jus

tice of Manitoba, now for some time re-
tired

from the b

ch,  Sir Thomas 18
wnch Preshyte

- an, and is an elder
Rt auls Chureh, ”illllllll‘lll I-'II
which congregation the Rev. IP.. It
Drummond, <o well and favorably known
in .l.nlljhrll, is pastor. e is most court-
Iy in his bearing and speech and takes the
aeepest interest in the whole work of the
assembly,

One was impressed with the dignity and
decorum with which the business or the
conclave was conducted.  The oc
casional flashes of wit and humor tended
to relieve the tedium of long and strenu-
ous days and nights of hard work, Most
of these commissioners seem to lu-‘pu--
sessed of a “saving sense of humor,” which
helps to solve or at least relic many a
difficult situation,

There have heen many great General
;\~§1~mhlic-~ in the history of the Preshy.
terian Church in Canada, but with the
exception of the great union assembly of
1875 in Montreal, the London Assembly of
1906 will go down in history as the greatest
of them all.  The names of Principal
Patrick and the brilliant young member
Rev. John MacKay, of Montreal, the lea-
ders for and against union, will be mem-
orable in the history of the
the rest of them who part
great debate were scarcely behind them.

We came into contact continually with
nearly all the commissioners and we did
not hear a single complaint of any kind.
On the other hand, we heard constantly
expressions of appreciation of the perfect
arrangements and the generous hospitality
of London Preshytevianism.  ‘The  com-
missioners  were charmed  with  their
hosts and Lostesses and the hosts and
hoste o wery  chaimed  with i
guests,  New  friend<hips wery
and old (riendships ronewed.  The as
sembly has every reason to cherish the
mo-t plersant memories of the good city,
and we have every roaon to cherish pleas-
ant wemories of the assembly. %

wmed.




