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fiill iM-opltiation uiid KatiJfactloii to Divino Holincsa and Justice.

^

for the HiriH of tho wliolq^ world ;" and then tlio pardon and juh.
tjflcation of the Ninncr and hin aocoptanco to divino favpr ; alHo,
nil /redemption from tlio capti.vity and power of win, tliron-fli

faith in the ortiuticy of that propitiation and rcdeemin^r work uf
the Saviour. Iti tho latter texts tho same propitiation is evident-
ly implied and alluded to; and tho divine nature of the Saviour
Ih also set forth in tho words, " tho great God and our Savi.)ur JesuH
Chriat," which, aecording- to tho Greek original text, mean aud
dofjignato one and the same Diviuo Person. Ami furth'nr- aro
shown tho designed redemption of Christian.s from all jui<iuity,
their peculiarity in tho performance of good works, and tht-ir

"
blessed" and comforting "hope" of overlaHting felicity at^lho

final coming of fheir gracion?? (lod and Saviour.
But returning to tho words of our text, it may first be re-

marked—as a universal truth—that the Way to Hecure permanent
happiness has been the enquiry and endeavor of every human
being; and it has also been equally true that none have obtained
that enduring blessing from merely earthly ways or means. Tho
wisest of men, in his hook,- " The Preacher," though a king, and
having had^.flVcVj'^vfn-iety of such means within liis power, and

^aviRg^cmployefrthem all for effecting that object, has loft on
-Record the most decisive testimony of their utter inability to se-
cure tho dcsiretV result. He has repeatedly declared of them all,

—of the various schemes and courses of pleasure ; of the pursuits
of pride and ambiimn

j^
tho possession of riches ; the varied acqui-

sitions of human skm and knowledge ;*and of every other object
and pursuit of a meW worldly nature,—that, as to -the attain-
ment of satisfying and Wmanent happiness, they are only '* vani-
ty and vexation of spiritX^ The most experienced and wisest of
heathen philosophers and <^her sages, in all countries and ages,
^ho have spoken or written\on the subject, have given similar
testimonj'. As to all these lasMhere ^could- have been no other
result, for they did not seek aright the knowledge of the true
God from his visible workof creatio'd, for which heglect, as Scrip
ture ^eclaies, ** they had no excuSb." Not using the degree of
divine light which was ^ut within them, they universally and "

utterly failed to find; either as to this life or atiy supposed/w^Mre
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