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278 THE HAUNTED BOOKSHOP

from tliat hotel who were to prepare the President's

meals. Weintraub was informed of all this from

someone higher up in the German spy organiza-

tion. Metzger, who was known as Messier at the

hotel, was a very clever chef, and had fake pass-

ports as a Swiss citizen. He was another tool of

the organization. By the original scheme there

would have been no direct communication between

Weintraub and Metzger, but the go-between was

spotted by the Department of Justice on another

count, and is now behind bars at Atlanta.

"It seems that Weintraub had conceived the

idea that the least suspicious way of passing his

messages to Metzger would be to slip them into a

copy of some book—a book little likely to be

purchased—in a second-hand bookshop. Metzger

had been informed what the book was, but—

perhaps owing to the unexpected removal of the

go-between—did not know in which shop he was to

find it. That explains why so many booksellers

had inquiries from him recently for a copy of the

CromtDeU volume.

"Weintraub, of course, was not at all anxious

to have any direct dealings with Metzger, as the

druggist had a high regard for his own skin. When

the chef was finally informed where the bookshop

was in which he was to see the book, he hurried

over here. Weintraub had picked out this shop


