
*• Ihih imren ar* tha oiora capable they are of pwkiu,^ their own fruit Yat avesUMog crowera m intelliitent a« thoae in Hood Bivet. Ore»on. the expert paokan of

IT* "T*"**"®" fM* "d p«<-k all the fruit. I neeo wt go into the fea«>n< for this.Upon the moral .ide, I think it wiU be admitted that fruit growen. on the average,
•le eonatituted with enough telilahiMM to induce them to look c- "

themaeWea,
•nd the line between looking out for themadTea and giving tb-^ public a pro-
perly packed box of applea, ia ao indiatinct that people who .eir own u^lei
often yield to the temptation of overatepping the mark. On the ouwr hand, men who
are employed to pack up to a certain atandard and who are working d. by day with
applea belonging to many different owner.. who«> fruit they do not diatinguiah and
in Whom th«8r have no special interest, have no temptation to grade below the proper
JimiU. There ia alao a purely economic reason for adopting the central packing
liouaa yjtem: individuals who pack and do nothing else become extremely expert atUua work and can do more and better work, and so not only reduce the cost of pro-
duction but actually improve the grade of the product

la the eaae of early applea and soft fruits that will not admit of being readily
taken to a central packing house, an altemaUve plan U adopted, namely, sending the
central association expert paokers to pack the fruit in the orchard of the grower. \
jwmbination of the two systems is found to work satisfactorily in the Norfolk Fruit
Urowers Association, where the greater part of the fruit is packed in the central
warehouae but. in addition, expert packers from the central packing house, are sent
10 put up the fruit of gQiwera in certain outlying orchards.

CENTRAL ASSOCIATIONS.

Single asaociationx are experiencing some of the evils that formerly met privuta
hippers. They find that a single association is not large enough to cope with the
problem of selling fruit in the distant or in the foreign market. This has led to the
formation of unions of local associations. This form of organization has been found
absolutely essential in the marketing of citrus fruits in California, and the California
Fruit Growers' Association may be taken as a good type for organization. The
membership is composed exclusively of associations, and the business is confined
•ntirely to the selling end. All details with reference to the fruit up to the time it
ii ready for market are left in the hands of the local associations. Of course, pre-
cautions are taken to enforce proper grading and marking. In this way it ia
possible to place this, the most intricate part of the business end of fruit growing,
in the control of experts who are in the employ of the association. Owing to thj
large quantity of fniit under a single control, such a central association has great
power in regulating the supply for different markets and thus increases the con-
sumption as well as improves the price to the grower. They are able, also, to cope
with many problems too large for a single association, such as questions of transpor-
tation and distribution in foreign markets.

The United Fruit Compaiiiei.—The best example we have in Canada of a central
selling association is the United Fruit Companies of Nova Srotia. The memberghip
of this company consists of co-operative associations operating ia the Annapolis ami
Comwallis valleys. They operated for the first year with a very imperfect organization
in 1910. In 1911. the organization was much better and did splendid work under
most adverse conditions. The crop of Nova Scotia was a phenomenal one. A largo
crop was expected, but even the most sanguine calculations were exceeded by 25 per
cent In all probability there were not less than two million barrels grown in Nova
Scotia in 1911, nearly three times the average crop. The transportation companies
were unprepared for the task of moving this enormous crop and serious con-
sequences threatened. Fortunately, however, the central association was iulSciently
oxganized to materially assist in the work. In the early part of the season, soon after


