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to Canada produced by their own 
workmen (from raw resources «hipped 
to them tlrom Canada. Mr. Meighen 
alsp devoted attention, to the increase 
or the Imports from Great Britain 
Particularly In the matter of fibre 
®;nf. textiles, and instanced the case 
of the Importation of $40,000,000 worth 
o' wool and 
which over 80

| ; The leader of the Opposition en
hanced what is undoubtedly a high 
parliamentary reputation by his ef
fort of this afternoon. While he eooke 
under wraps in anticipation of the 
caucus of the Conservative party 
tomorrow, when its - sessional policy 
will be decided on, It Is very evident 
that on tariff matters the Conserva
tive party still stands by the Nation
al Policy, and pins its faith to pro
tection for the development of the 
Dominion and the wellbplng of those 
who live within its borders. He made 
a speech which Mr. King found it 
difficult to follow. What is more im
portant, however, from his own 
standpoint, is that he carried his fol
lowers with him from the beginning 
to the end by the Irresistible force 
ahd sweep of his logic and reason.

i-
woollen yarns, of 

been made to toTcouatry™111* ^

WOOL/LBN MILLS CLOSING.
*JFb}£ titate l0f affairs existed under 
this Government when woollen mills 
were now being shut down and the 
looms to many other mills were Idle 
throughout tho country.

The .leader of the Opposition gave 
voice to the general dissatisfaction 
throughout the country on the ex
odus dt Canadians to the United 
States end (pointed out to this con- 
noctlon tthat out of 130 woollen fe,c- 
tories in this country twenty were 
closed down, and 40 per cent, of the 
remainder had idle looms.

Turning to the farmers, the lead
er of the Opposition stated that 
western farmers now pay 20 per 
oent. more for farm Implements un
der the Liberal Government than 
when the Conservative party were 
In power. In other words, the farm
ers were getting less for their grain 
and paying more for their farm Im
plements.

Mr. l^elghen gave the Govern
ment mm

Canada Should Husband Her 
Great Natural Resources ' * i

debate on address
Rt. Hon. Arthur Meighen

EXPORTS TO U.S. GROW
Opens Attack on Government

(By Canadian Press.)
Ottawa, March 8.—The debate on 

the address in reply to the- Speech 
from the Throne was opened in the 
House of Commons this afternoon 
by F. J. Kelly (Liberal). North Cape 
Breton and Victoria. He attributed 
Improved conditions In the country 
to the confidence felt by the people 
In the present Government. From 
the Progressive benches he drew ap
plause by stating that taxation must 
be made to bear lightly on the tillers 
of the soil, 
should never forget that the respon
sibility for the high taxation at 
present rested on the predecessors of 
the present Government, who had 
contracted the great obligations 
which must now be met.

Mr. Kelly commented on the inti
mation that the budget would bo 
balanced this year for the first time 
in eleven years, and prophesied that 
the time was not far distant when 
Canada would even see a surplus, 
with the country enjoying the pros
perity which marked the days of the 
Laurier regime.

He favored the Introduction of 
legislation to deal with marine In
surance, an increase in the prefer
ential tariff on British goods, where 
it was consistent with the interests 

I of Canadian industries, and urged 
'that consideration should be given 
the greater utilization of Canadian 
coal, suggesting that Canadian 
mines should be given better pro
tection through the tariff and de
creased freight rates, 
spoke at some length on the neces
sity - for railway branch lines In 
many parts of Canida, particularly 
in Victoria County, in his own con
stituency. ,

Seconding the address, E. A. La- 
pierre (Liberal, Nlplssing), referred 
to the tremendous ore deposits of 
Northern Ontario. The development 
of the mining Industry, he said, con
stitutes one of the bases of national i 

He congratulated the

Depletion of Dominion’s Wood 
Resources Results—Clash 

With Macdonald
;

I
special to The Gazette.

Ottawa, March 3.—The leader of 
the Opposition, the Right Honorable 
Arthur Meighen, launched an attack 
this afternoon upon the King Govern
ment, when hS-gave the views of tho 
Conservative (party towards the re
cord of the Liberals since their euc- 

' cess at the polls to December. 1921. 
Mr. Melffhen was «peaking on the de
bate on the address on the Speech 
from the Throne, and. though suf
fering from a cold, which at times 
made hto voice almost Inaudible in 
the crowded chamber, yet his style of 
speech and argument were to no way 
impaired, and he roused his follow
er» time and again to enthusiasm. 
While he .was careful to follow the 
traditional policy of a leader of the 
Opposition, to criticize the policy of 
the Government rather than to an
nounce the political doctrines of his 
own party, he preached the gospel of 
stability in tariff matters, the care
ful husbanding of the great natural 
resources dt the Dominion, and the 
development of Canada tor Canadians 
along lines which would eliminate 
unemployment and give work to all. 
He compared Canada to the United 
States, showing bow the progress of 
the former country since 1921 had 
been so phenomenal, that, Instead of 
struggling the world over to induce 
ireoplo to come to them, they are 
actually spending millions to keep 
people Out. He devoted a part of his 
speech to the increase in our exports 
<o the United States, and pointed out 
that, it was mostly due to the export 
of wood and the products of wood. In 
these products he stated that the ex
ports had Increased from $186,000,000 
in 1921 to $267.063,000 in 1923, being 
an increase of $80,600,000 -to total 
product. Of Interest to the province 
of Quebec was tho statement of Mr. 
Meighen, when he said that, speaking 
of the export of our wood and wood 
products, “there is nothing to boast 
of, there is nothing to rejoice over,

. there is nothing to aongratulate our- 
i selves Upon, in this very rapid de- 
1 p letton of our wood resources. When 

the trees of Canada are gone, gen- 
> orations will pass before that re- 
f source can be restored."

Mr. Meighen 'pointed out that when 
one looks at the exports offthe Unit
ed States, over half of the exports 
consist of wood and the products of 
wood. At the outset he attacked the 
Government for its wobbling tariff 
policy, and, discussing trade with the 
United States, argued that Canada at 
the .present moment is simply engag
ed in shipping her raw resources in 
millions to feed the workshops of 
other lands. He argued that Canada 
is buying from- the United States 
manufactured products to the extent 
of 70 to 80 ipfr cent., and which con
stitute goods that are made out of 
resources of the Dominion. He stated 
that the United States was in the 
happy position at shipping goods in

to dealing with^ari^mattersTpoim- 
ing out that they had shifted from 
one position to another for the' pur
pose of securing support from the 
Progressive party. Amidst 
laughter he remarked: "The Govern
ment went on the principle that 
round stones would serve as well as 
eggs to make hens lay.”

The Canadian people
loud

CLASH WITH MINISTER.
His shafts of satire, combined 

with a sardonic humor, held the 
close attention of a crowded House 
during a speech of over two hours. 
He travelled the whole orbit of the 
Government’s activities since coming 
Into office, and at times had mem- j 
bers of the Government on their ! 
lost in response to his fire. A scene ! 
which was dealt with promptly by 
Speaker Lemieux occurred between 
Hen. Mr, Macdonald, minister of na
tional defence, and Mr. Meighen. The 
latter had accused the minister of 
Introducing a labor condldate Into the 
contest to North Cape Breton elec
tion, which was promptly denied, and 
a demand for withdrawal made. Mr. 
Meighen, after some heated words 
between him and the minister of na
tional defence, qualified the state-t

yirent, and the Speaker accepted the 
[same. The leader of the Opposition 
drew a humorous picture of the ne- 

j gottatlons which took place between 
1 the Hon. Mr. Crerar and Mr. Dun
ning, when It was a question of their 
being Included in the cabinet. He 
did not forget to "accuse the prime 
minister of sending for the wrong 
man In Mr. Crerar, who was not the 
leader of hie party, 

it was evident that Mr. Forke, the 
leader of the Progressive, party, who 
was in his place in the House, en
joyed this thrust at the prime min- I 
ister. Andrew McMaster (Independ- [ 
ent Liberal member for Brome), who 
now sits with the Labor members 
opposite his own party, also seemed 
to enjoy the performance of the- 
loader of the Opposition,-as he pour
ed shot and shell into the ranks 
of Mr. McMaster’s former colleagues.
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Mr. Kelly
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prosperity.
Government on its policy of reduc
tion of expenses and rigid economy. 
In reference to the development of 
the St. Lawrence waterways, Mr. 
Lapierre asked that the Government 
should give consideration to the 
Georgian Bay Canal scheme before 
making any settlement In regard to 
development of the St. Lawrence 
River.
fits of the Government’s Immigration 
policy were showing themselves and 
endorsed selective immigration.

t

He declared that the bene-

ELECTIONEERING DOCUMENT.
Mr. Meighen characterized the 

Speech from the Throne as a "most1 
attenuated and anaemic effort." and 
simply an "electioneering document. 
He criticized the Government for- 
not waiting until the budget to give ! 
tin Intimation of tariff changes, and 
stated that it was contrary to all 
precedent to announce them before
hand. He argued, however, that it 
was done for the purpose of getting 
Progressive votee and holding them 
in office.

Calling upon the House to show 
him in what instance there was any 
promise of stability for the country 
in the Speech from the Throne, the 
leader of the Opposition characteriz
ed the whole speech “as at the best a 
collection- of hopes mixed In with 
zigzag philosophy and the twilight 
muslngs of the Government before 
their last long sleep."

In conclusion, he elated that the 
people of the country were only 
waiting for an opportunity at' the 
polls to put an end to such conduct, i

MEIGHEN’S CRITICISM.
Right Hon. Arthur Meighen, lead

er of the Opposition, in opening his 
criticism, mingled with his congrn- 

■ tillations to the mover and seconder,
I a comment upon Mr. Kelly’s enthu
siasm over the evidences of pros- 

i perlty and the excellence of the 
Government. “Partisan adulation,” 
he remarked, “could scarcely reach a 
more exquisite perfection than that.”

Judging by the speeches of the 
afternoon and also by passages from 
Ujp Speech from the Throne, Mr.
Meighen continued, the Government 
was anxious to convince the House 
and the country that the country was 
In a state of satisfactory prosperity.
He did not know what the evidences' 
of that prosperity were, or what the 
Government has done to bring’ them 
into existence. The increase in the 
exports and Imports of Canada had 
been appealed to as a conclusive evi
dence of the sound and healthy con
dition of the country. Jt was true 

J that the external trade of Canada 
A was greater than it had been during - ..................... •
■ the past two years, but when com- ■.••' V"v
IBparison was made with the -United ■: • Y - ; • - - . 7 v- > •'* v

-.- ■Slates the condition of Canada did ■ - '[''''i
. ■not appear so bright. Moreover,' an ■ "v

• '■ examination of the nature of the ey- ■
" ■ports and imports gave serious '
■ ground for reflection.

Mr. Meighen then went on to an-
* .^Halyze the Canadian trade returns and - 

^■pointed out first that in the record
■ harvest of 1922 and 1923 the Domin- ■
■ ion had had through the bounty of ■

■■Providence a basic condition for a ■
rapid advance in prosperity. The I 
grain exports during the last ye&rH 

,m,e exiteeded those of 1921 by 100,000,000 ■
bushels. Moreover, the grain exports PHWi
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