Gays organize

by Gilbert Bouchard

“The U of A is one of the few
universities in, Canada that doesn’t
have a campus homosexual organ-
ization,” said Rick Hurlbut.

Hurlbut and several other U of A
students are out to change that by
organizing just such a group.

“We’re having an organizational
meeting Wednesday, September
'26, from 5to 7 pm in room 034 (the
basement meeting room) in SUB,”
said fellow organizer Edward Sand-
berg.

“We want all kinds of sugges-
tions and opinions on how to make
the group work, and what direc-
tion we want the group to take.”

Hurlbut said that the idea for a

campus group has been aroundfor
a long time.

“G.A.T.E. (Gay Alliance Towards
Equality) was originally off-campus
on 9th street, and the founders

were students, but it evolved to
become an Edmonton-wide organ-
ization and moved downtown, ”
said Hurlbut. :

“That doesn’t mean that it isn’t
accessible to university students, it
just means that it may notbe con-
venient to all students.”

“One of the reasons that this (the
establishing of the campus group)
is happening now, is that there are
enough interested people who are
willing to be active,” said Hurlbut.

“The group won'’t be offering
peer counselling and people who
do want counselling will be sent
over to G.A.T.E, we don’t see
counselling as our mandate. We
also won’t have political activism as
one of our primary goals. Individu-
als can be politically active if they
want to be, but the group won’t be
unless it needs to protect itself,”

The group will attempt to pro-
vide a social atmosphere for gay
individuals to meet on campus, and
will also try to provide education
for both its members and university
community. :

The group is also attempting to
gain club status with the Students’
Union.

“Reception has been quite
good,” said Stephen James, another
of the group’s organizers. “Paul
Alpern, the Students’ Union Vice-
president External, was very helpful
in securing information on the CFS
stand on gay issues - which inci-
dently was very positive.”

“Gord Stamp also said his com-
mittee (Building Services Board)
would rubber stamp any applica-
tion for official club status and that
there would be no problem at all,”
added James.
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