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Elevated pipe recommended

Steve Zoltai ofthe Canadian
F_orestry Service recommends
pipelines in the north be built
above ground rather than buried.

In a telephone interview with
Gateway he said “original
calculations™ in planning the
pipeline were wrong and there
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support, possibly leading to
cracks and leakage.
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pipe designed to run cold would
create permafrost where
originally there was none and
have a damming effect on the
environment’s natural flow of
water.

I'm no engineer and the
details should be worked out by
them, but pipe should be built
above ground,” he said.

“Wherever possible, damage
should be minimized and can
even be nonexistent if the infor-
mation we have already is put to
good use.

“The least damage can be
done by avoiding deterioration or
promotion of permafrost,” he
said.

How? “Well, that could be
fairly difficult,” Zoltai said,
“Perhaps by laying the pipe with
sections above ground on struts
or by laying it on the ground and
covering it with gravel. | repeat
I'm not an engineer.

An elevated gas pipeline
would be extremely costly, he
said, probably about four or five
times more expensive than bury-
ing it.

steel because the gas is under
high pressure in the line.
Temperature changes and
stresses require a thick-walled
pipe of high quality steel and the
struts need to be extremely
strong. :

However, he suggested, it
may make repairs easier and less
costly in the long run.

“In all, we have got to be
more flexible in our thinking and
planning. | know the plans in the
beginning were absolutely inflex-
ible, but they're bending a bit
now.

“Wrong calculations have
been found, so alternatives are
being sought. Then again
recommendations of the Berger

It would need high carbon '
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