
CANADJAN COURIER.

Lloyd George and the Land Question
L LOYD GEORGE and the land question are to the
Walsh Chancellor bas given expression ta bis vlews
at Bedford and again at Swindon. H1e 1s stili de-
termined to solve the question of landiess men and
maules land in Great BrItaln. The young: Duke of
Sutberland le able to go a day*e jeurney in a stralght
Une front his castie and neyer ho off bis own land.
There are others. And tbere aire millions of Eng-
lshmen who have neyer owned and neyer will own
a plot of land as big as their own boots. The ques-
tion may flot be as old as the bills, but ls certainly
as eld as the House o! Lords. Lloyd George sees
always something new ln t.his fascinating problein
of how flot to Ilve Up te the Messianle adage, "To
hlm that bath shall be given, and from hlm that
bath net abaîl be taken away, even that whIch he
hath."

The Sinall Holdings Act bas flot succeeded. The
Indifférence of tbe local authorîties reaponsible for
the working of the measure kilied that reforin.
Single tax would be very unpopular. Stralgbt con-
fiscation la eut of the question. There la no doubt;
that Englishmen bave a remarkable veneratien for
great landed estates. In epite o! economies, or
sociallistîlc sentiment, or party politics, the English-
man Ukes to contemplate the great unoccupied ills
o! gaine wlth the castie on the highest hili and the
deera reaming ln the valleye. It bas been s0 ever
since William the Conqueror complled -the Domesday
Book after the Battle of Hastings, and put the
accent on the feudal systein. In the Guildhall at
Exeter there are plously preserved anclent copies
of some ef the eurveys made by the chaîn gangs of
the Conqueror, when the Domesday Book was being
complled. These are sboiwn to tourias as examnplez
e! the historie greatuesa of England. No doubt the
Britisb Museumn conitains other specimens o! tii
kind. And there Is a eluin three blocks distant frein
the Guildhall.

But the littie Welsh CJhancellor ls stilI stlcklng
to hie guns. H1e wlll now make the PreslIdent o!
te Board of Agriculture a Minister o! Lands wltb

full cabinet rank and with jurtsdiction over both
rural and urban lands. H1e stili believes that "«God
made the country and mnan made the town," and that
it la the statesman's business te get tbe millions
away froin the man-made e'tlies on te the God-made
land. H1e bas ne sympathy wltb those who tblnk
thst England may yet become a lclnd of huge, de-
serted village wben the overseas empires of land are
occupied largely by Britiebers. H1e belleves that
free ttrade 15 consistent wlth puttlng people on the
land. Recent activIties o! the governinent look as
thougit he may even anticipate the natIonahization
of rallways wblcb weuld bc almost necessary If a
sweeping band reforin were te be effected.

Having bitten off a large chunk of the laud ques-
tion, be la resolved to chew It. Home Rule and
woinan suffrage aud syndicalism are te hlm but
miner phases of the eue great question, bow to cure
the peoplea Ilsa by gettlng thei ba.ck on the laud.

Waiting at the Pit
CIVILlZATIONq la yet largely built upon an under-

ground bail. The men wbo work Iu subter-ranean towns and villages, away froni sunlight andfront native air, to get eut te the world above grouudceaI and preclous mineraIs, number hundreds ofthousands and belong te most ef the civilized coun-tries c! the world. Great Britain bas more ceaIwerkers according te area than any other country.Wales lias by far te greateat ceal Population accord-lng te area ln the world, Coal la ta Wales whatforests once were te Eas'tern Canada and whaît wbeatand cattle are now to the Argentine. Wben the coal
mines O! Wales are closed, Wales as an Industrialcountry will bave lest ita pecullar place ln GreatBritatn. The Brltleh navy la largely dependent upon
Walsh ceai mines. Walsh coal cornes te CanadienPorte ln the steke-lioles o! the mercantile marine bythousands of tous a yea.r.

The population o! Wales dependa maIuly uiponthe coal mines fer the wages of living. The receutdisaster In te Universal Mine, near Cardiff, 'was the
worst that bas ever befallen South Wales. It caine
like a Iblew froi thle band of nature, whIch aots
with as strange suddennesa below the earth as lt
dJoes On the waters aud tbe air above, The coaIm'iner bas not the protection of bis craft that thesalIer bas. Wheu a gas storin breaks loose lu thecaves Of -the eartb, whetber It tabes the forin of Oreor sOine mere audden explosion that abutal off ail
meanil et escape, noue ef thte engluerles ef civilisa-
tien are available te, gave man f rora, eltiter burylng
or buruiug alive. WIrelesa la et no avail lu the
mine. Reeculeg steamers cannot go full1 Bteam abeadto tube off the passengers and the crew. lieu muet
Parfith In the deaep below, by a deatit whose berrersare enly !eebly apPreeiated by those tbat stand attbe mouthb of te pit and watt, heplng against hope.
The mine disaseter lu Southt Wales and the swlftlysucceeding inue dIsueter lu Mexico, wltb the hurn-
ing Of 'the SteaMnelIP Velturno, tn mld-ocean, togetherMube the latter part e! 1913 as traglcally niomentou,3
as the Titanic catastrophe muade the early part of1912. One picture on titis page conveya a quletlybut dreadfully vivid Impression O! wihat deutit blelow
mernes te thte hunes of wcunen aud ebldren above.

Old Country Activities

TUE LITTLE WELSH CHANCELLOR AND THE LAND QUESTION.
In Hie Recent Meeting at Bedford, Mr. Lloyd George Deait Rather Philosophically with the. Land Question, Wiiich Will be etthe, Root af the Next British General Election. At Swindon Later in the Week He Laid Practîcal Empiiesis

on Making the. Prealdent of the, Board of Agriculture a Direct Minister of Lands.

THE ALL-ERITISH ALLIANCE ROYAL WEDDING.
On October 13 Prince Arthur of Connaught Waa Married to the. Duchea. of Fife In the, Ciiapel Royal of St. Jantes' Palace. The

Ceremony Was Performed bylthe Archbichop of Canterbury. The Procession i. Here Seen Panting Hyde Park Corner.

**HOPE SPRINGS ETERNAL IN THE HUMAN BREAST."
On Tuesday, October X4. the. Warat Mining Diater That Ever HaPpened in South Wales Entombed Severai Hundred Mineraini the, Universai Coliiery, Near Cardiff. Tiiere i. Sonuething Whlcii Word. Cannot Convey in This

Pieture af Waiting Wives and Klddîes.
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