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TO HEL.P- WIN THE'W-AR
dable prices resulting from war conditions.
Bxy price-fixing ls not our policy, because sucli
*Se always results in decreasod production,
.t anytbing but temporary advantage te a fow.
*vation is desirablo at ail times, and In an
Incy sucit as the-present It is absoîutely lin-
re. At the same tire permanent relief eau
'e secured by increased production, and this
lot beendangerod by arbltrary prie tinkerii&
fIl readily bie approciated tbat the situation lu
paratively smalî, densely populated country,
s Engîaud, ls entirely different frora that lu a
Y of sucb wide expanse and se sparseiy POPU-
ts la Canada. There is titis other differeuce,
Eugland importod supplies represented such, a

;o)tal of the total national ýsupplies thaLt their
leterminos the price for bome-grown produets.
)ssible, therofore, for the Govemumeut titrougit
titroi, whicb It exercises ovor, importation, to
16 prices practically from the producer to the
ler. In Canada, on the other haud, It is imn-

et exercise sucit coutrol over food supplies
'ossible in the case of importing countries.
Lever success bas beon achieved by the Canada
bOard bas been obtainod at small ceat to the

. ur Ileunse fees, whlle lu every case smalî,
to involve no hardsblp te the individual
e, will lu the aggregate serve te make the
almost self-supporting. Ou the other baud
ited States Food Administration has submitted
gress a budget for the fiscal year begiuulung
t, 1918, of $12,000,000.
the hope of the Food Board tbat compu.lsory
2g may be avoided lu Canada. The diffieulties
table enforcemeut are almost lusurmountable,

' COSt of a card system for the entire country
be mauy million dollars. Besides, the opera-

such a system wouîd require huridieds of
taken frora othor necessary work. The Food

feels that the great majorlty of the people Of
are willing îoyally te co-operate wlth the

ýOard under the voluutary systemi if they cau
le te realize that the situation la serleus and
eir food service wilî count to'wards vietory.

Juelusion, let me urge that efforts for cou-
:) must nlot lio lesseued wlth the xiew har-
rhe erop estimates of the Ujnlted States and
Iltitain have both. beeu revised downwards
roceut weeks, by reasen of uufavOeable wOea-
,nditions. shortage of labor, etc. The food
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,fil ernment auspices, will become an important factor
lu the national programme as making this country'

*th more independent.
il$ The Government plans to spend froin $26,000,000
ut- to $50,000,000 per annum on steel shipbuilding, leav-
ne ing the wood-building yards te buid on private ac-
ed count -for coast and inland traffic. New sbipyards
d» -are coming into -action ai aloug the Atlantic and
ch Pacific coaste and aiong the ýGreat Laites, several of-
he them, $3,000,000 aud $4,000,000 coucerne. Everythiug,

iudeed, la favorable for the development of a great
he Canadian mercantile marine, for wbich Mr. J. W.

Norcross and others have doue sucli splendid mis-
Ssionary werk. Canada has uurivailed .timber re-

sources, especiaily iu British Columbia, where
Dougla!s Fir grows abuudantly, and wlth the acquis-
iin of a steel ships' plate rolIng miii or mille ber

future as a great sbip)bullding country should 'be
assured. At one time, only about hall a century ago,
Canada stood third among the nations of the world

en- Iu tonnage. Wby, sbould not history repeat Itef?
be The country ls thoroughly organized for the indus-
se. try, and, bas now, according to official statistica re-
re cently Issued, 350-400 sbipyards, varying in càpacity

from huge steel freigitters of 10,000 tons to the
or smaliest term schooners of less than .100 tons. The
o.- aggregate capital invested lu these plants exceeds
er $40,000,000, and the annual payroli $6,000,000.
re The number of Canadians eugaged in shlpbuilding
eht is probably 12,000 or 13,000, distributed prlncipally
Id- on the Atlantic and the Pacific and aioug the Great

Lakes. In the last-namned district, by the bye, they
lie are flot coufiued by the narrewness of the St. Law-
of ronce channol belew Kingston to small tonnage, but
st can build large steel shlps as well as the coast yards.
nt These are actually eut In two, floated down to Ment-
nt roulinl that condition, and re-welded there. That is
Al- the spirit of Canadian shlpbuildiug.
an- I have purpesely reserved fer the end of this neces-
or ;farily brief sketch a point which seems te me of
of great Importance, but whiclh 1 cannot remember bas
i. yet been meutioued. Canada ha-9 built or 'will shortly
be have built noai-ly 100 shipe for the Motherland. The
le Britisht Geverument will probably oeil ail th,* ton-
or nage it has commandoered durlng the war. Would
el net the Canadian Government b. in order In asklng
)n for an option en the veuseis built in Canadian yards?
y- (Continued en page 30.)

the

inlpeg
eut, a
r. Âuy
s cau*


