
TH-E WESTERN'HOMZMOhiTH-LY

Thin Ice
By Chiarles DoianGIRIWMY raa danced witchingly a few turne cf the ces watching the skaters

t njenerthern qky> Âway Inm and louingers for-ye..
, thi&-ra4dh ily 'McShane, - - Thon lho spoke te two or trpol

:=,towaid the blak horizon te the and Iearnedi~lat moet cf the crowd that
1I'oby fer pureueil nor by the day wero on the laite which>had just'

cihia.a i tmebob » 'hara'.cf liW, fozen over.
bu1 bot .-%= one ofnte plessurabbe Godfrey stayed no longer at the rink.
dOimco dootoring in the remoe con- Re wssamelesly bent upon amig as
s*roUo m mn_, a toboggan jaunt te mùch cf Mise Marcott that dey as* lie
tu Wu for suppiesand recreation. expeeted nover te see lier aftor.

i. a huskies trotted alonj briskly, A thin crowd gyrated upon the thin
eý«râSd lv-hecsrelling of teir driver lce, and far eut Godfrey descried the* fig-

mlàd an' ccasonal "mnuah! muali!" New tures cf Miss Marcott and lier companion.àW.d thtii rai was thick and pr s They were perilously fer eut, lie judged,
519w, kilt long stretches were free rrem when hoe put on skates and made a few

*WàLAMM-and the going was con- tentative strokes.
OeW -soo. IThieskirling -cf venturesome skaters
rt a~ mid wnt.. I wa takedbrouglti ubaqueocus signais cf tele raphie<i~.tii unldst i htry, It eptesGd clearnesa that thrilled the 11mbs of these

#4e7MeShmne's open mackinaw and cap near the sliore and inspired a dread ofpaahd bck ff h. frohad.going eut further, mudi as the vast
, And it grew a.preiably milder a ho exipinseocf amootti ice invited.

a4y=eesd twad> the railroad aüd <iv ili o hn a terrifie cracking and boeming oc-
currod. A liurried scurry was made for

Thiswrefw sirwep hled ' shcro, many giving1 up thon and thorehukbema werwasi, r wh be.cf s and pledding home itli their skates
ad g~qptisted with thé cook fer their - rSwuqç

brWàct, thn hieown.A murmur ef suppressed terrer went1be~fmtthn isOWI.up frem the tbrong as they pointed eut1
Six o'lock breakfasts were cominen te tô what looked like a dark streak, cros-1Godfr.y McShane ince lie became a cent-shaped, exp)anding.

au cd the. now country. Hlm litho, liglit A breeze had fanned up into a puffy1bocly, bis clear blue oye. and hi e thor wind. In a short whule the crack infal>uàça"t igne cf goodhbealth, may have the les widened te fivo, *ten, te twentyeborna guned ini any other limate, but the foot, and a fioeecf thin ice was fieatinginptb *i dto d a ea Wupon hn away.
shis lfe above tefifty-fourtli paael.
*' ftted in wit'h the semi-urba n

viroumont of Bury as well, thàt tewn.
which dlaims a aky-êcraper and an elea-
trio oigu that.advertiaes evorythig one
npedsfrom a cigar te a billet in the king's
army.

Ho expeotod' te breakfast alene as hoe
bad dons on preoies visita. This time
there was another preaence i the dining-room at Ilx-thirty, a yeung lady cf rè-
markable comeliness. Her dress con-
tratd with bies se mucli as te make hlm
fnil the woodaman lie looked.

"Muet have como in en the early morn-
ing -train from the souti," gueased God-
f roy, quit. correctly. "Prettiest girl
]'ve smmnfor ages " ho went en-to ils
pdrridge. He lad net sem many girls
= le hd shouldered hi. medical

luOwledg and taken it norti for exorcise.
Hp lookod intently inte the tliings at
hAn4 for a few minutes, conscieus that
tbb 6fr premose wss alnicpt as-interested
izihim àslie inher.

,Tlien the waitrmu waddled in and re-
mbsd the diabes, leaving in their place TerLti
a .savojyamoli af bacon ontirely covered TerIti

by. riedew.8h. amiled widly'-st the
girl and excbunged a few remarka. Sie And on tiat fiee, clinging frantically thsiled , tee, at to tp of Godfrey's head toeoaci otier, wore Miss Marcott and in
as eh' pasied out. lier partner.1

Godfrey ate slowly te got frequent It.waa probably two acres ln extent, W
glirnpmeeat the. girl, who lie diacovered varym& in thickness from ene-baîf to wi
poses.ed dark eyes cf uncommon depth, one inch. -Te skate near tlie edge meant an
o deep that tlioy leeked black. Ho quick precipitation into the icy water.

saw ail that at every glance. Thero were Rescuers theugit of ways te get them ~
other thinga, sutl as riches of auburn off the ice te safety, but ne mnatter fe
liair, whiteness of teeti, corainess of lipbow they viewed it the scieme was un-
a peach complexion and a picturo hat- tenable. hbut ies glimpses were tee careful te in- Luckily the stranded pair kept as near mù
ventery everytliîng except these wonder- te the centre cf the ice field as possible. ceî
fui oyes. The wind was pushing it farther and far- r

Aashme was leaving the dining-roenilho ther out. Here and there large pioces calabuorbed more of t ho details. Ho saw chippod off the edges. Athàt sIe carried a camera. A curieus crowd romained on shere, t
"'pfer a few days vacation,"y lie among whem were very few possible kea

gus eda uite cerrectly."u rescuers. Seme went away te spread ega iy."Bt the news. None cf those who remainededwcde ly les staying at the hetel," ineluding Godfrey MeShane, knew wha th
lie"roflected-f4-1-A-.- 1 M

The waitreas entered and Gedfrey
encouragod lier te, say a few words.

'Oh, she'a the proprieter's daugliter
back from college for the Chiristmas ici-
days. Yeu'll seon see the men flockin'
round lier if you stick around."

She acoepted lier tip gracieusly and laid
down lier tray, prepared toe elighten
Gidfrey upon al subjects pretaining te
the lineage cf the Marcotta, but lie
paSsd it off pleasantly, emerged frein the
diaing-room and eut te deis buying.

,Theio mrning passed quickly. Ho
meant te, use the afternoon te, see the
siglita. As ho entered a xneving-picture
palace ho saw Miss .Marcott pass with a
ycung man carrying skates. He stayed
in lhe moving-picture lieuse exactly
twe minutes and thon vont te the rink.j
'Fhcre lie ruted a pair of skates and madej

was best to De aene as mattors steod.
One liad noticed that the open wvatcr

lane extended te the boathouses along-
micre,.fHe disappeared in that direction
and was next seen mnanning a eanee
toward the fiee.

Ho waved te the pair, signalling themi
te skate teward the edge while lie moved
the canoe close Up.

Neither skater dared te attempt any-
thing se liazardous. The ma skated
within tfiirty foot of 'the edge anîd drew
back as the ico split ten feet in front
cf hin. He was livid with fear.

"tsne use, Beb," lie chattered. "We
can't swim."

More than an heur passed witliout
aypregross at the rescue. The canoeist

mýade nany enceuraging propositions
and tried his best te heartcu ic h pair.

This wu nfot without its beneficial effect,
but the situation developod into one of
these in which it seemeJthat there was
nothing to do but pray. It is not al-
ways these i peril who prgy best: per-
liaps the spiritual faculties of expreon
become ohilled; '-erhaps It is beaauàe
the theuglit cf.se-saving la r epugnant
te an inclusive Savier whe sees 111e be-
yond death. "Save me! save me!" may
ie-an appaling demand but scaréely
a prayer; implicit resignation would seem
te bo the mest efficacious. In this,
therefore, Godfrey McShane, pacing up
and down the beach with head bowVe
making ne frantic efforts te show off
wliat man can deo i mementous crises,
but supplicatmng for semething te happon
te enable him te help back te safety
those in danger, was oeying some fun-
damenital law. This meditation helped
him in his practice of medicine; there,
the peril was often hidden; here, it was
tee plainly in view. tTnless a greater
Power than Godfrey McSbane willed it
the perishing of Marion Marcett and
Richard Beirese in icy waters was im-
minent.

Semething fired Gedfrey's meditatien
with a force lie knew net thoretofere.
What weuld at that moment destroy
Marion Marcott would destroy him aise.1
But he thought net of the prebabilities cf
loss se much as the hope that lie would
be given an oppertunity te allow lier te
live. He could net love bier less by dyring1
for her; it wvas her fate he was anxiousi
about, net bis ewn. Love cernes te man!
in ne other way. And hope is the streng-1
est ally love possesses. Hoe had more

Moitren.

Lhan once fouglit for Godfrey McShane
in a battie gainst deati.
Dusk came early with a clouded sky.

Xitli nightfall the air stiffened and the
v'nd fol. Gedfrey averted bis head
rid scanaed the sky.
"Tliank God!" lie murmured. A liglit

lck cf sof t snew iad teuclied lis cheek.
Hope had realizod. well se far.
The ice-fice was slewly drifting in

here with the current and in a few
aiutes the'ice was smethered ia
oatiag cf white softness.
The canoe was in danger cf bing
auglit between the twe edges ef ibe.
Lpresence cf mmnd born cf riglitly-
rained habits caused the canelt te
cep bis boat at riglit anglçs te the
dgos and when, they teuched hoe broke
,e ice forw'ard and aft until hoe had
ide a pool in which to float bis canoe.
'y this time the edges had joined ir-
piularly.
Gedfrey watched it fascinated. Thon
asaw something which astounded hlm.
ie girl's cempanien was gesticulating

id forcing lier teward the farther edge.
îs strident voice reaclied shore and Gud-
ey could hear hima accuse -lier cf luring
ni eut there. The girl wheeled about
id skated back te comparative safety,
following *and baatering in a sort of1

ývous frenizv.
T'he caniooist shouted at lirn to lui
ýgirl alorie and goaded liixa fur 1lii
k cf inerve. "fyou're ally uu
i'l skate straiglit for this bout and
ke your chances on faUling in.*'
Tlie banitering ceased. The man stared
tl* canoeist in a fascinated sur, ,
iy and then broeointe fatuous, laug1-:e.
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"Craz>'s a starved coyote" cern-mented Godfrey, walking riFcfy away
from the seene.

When- ho rached the liotel he loarnedi
that thie proprieter and his wife wero down
at the bo4thouses. Godfrey had noticedthe crewa mcreSaingthereand -s-oac
tien wus apparently bigcniee
frema that point.

The weîglity waitress aceoSted hlm
with the query:1

"Oh, it ain't true, is it, that Marion
Marcott 15 gene adrif t with that scamp,
Boirose?"

His face was ans wer eneugli. He did
net wait te get a Pen picture of Belrese's
careor but departod te the stable, mur-
muring:

"Scamp, eh? Physical ruin before.
Nerves gene up, now-if the poor devil,
isn't drowned by now."

A joyous clamer frem the huskies
greeted him i the stable. He streked
their heads and portiened eut their meal,
talking "dog" te themail the while. ife
gave them bl time te gulp their sup-
per when ho hitched them up and with
an impressive pat en oaci head indicated
te them that a new achievemont was te
be theirs.

Ho headed them tewards the lake, now
thickly paddod with snew. Whoopng
wildly ho urged them te their full speed.
Mfter a few preliminary 'stumbles they
got their heada and in a few moments
had bounded by the breach in the ice,
dragging the toboggan and their driver
safely teward the girl. A cheer rang eut
from- the direction of the boathouses.

The girl was new weepmng piteously.
She was liuddled upon the ice but strove
te rise and bravely brushed lier temaav
when lielp arrived. She tried te sZea
but lier voice broke and hor teeti chatter-
ed.

Godfrey beggd lier net te try te speak
and assisted h ot the toboggan. Ho
wrapped lier up warmlyv in the Navajo
rug and, standing en the tail cf the te-
boggan, ho leasied the doge fer home
over the route they had ceme.

The greatest diffcu]ty was new be-
fore hlm. Belrese had made a dasi for
"Bob" Gayner's canoe and had craslied
threugli the le. It was with the greatoot
adreitness that Gayner was able te reacli
tho fieundering -an. He could net
imself have teld how it was accomplàhled.
The deuching seemed te bring Belrose
to his sonses and lie lay i the canee as-
calmly as violent shivering would ailow.

Godfrey returned with the dog-team
dragging three long thin planks on the
tobeggani. Thew e l"shied" in the
direction of the canoe frem a safe dis-
tance. Gayner reached eut fer them
and securin the end of one te the gun-
rw.le of tho canoe alid the next oeoeut
oni it as far as lie ceuld. Theu~ carrymng
the other ho stepped gingerly out ef the
boat and walkod the planksalaready laid
and placed tho other lapping the end of
be second ene and was new en cem-
?aratively sale ice. Hie rmtioed te
Belrose te follow hie example while God-
rey dreve him away. Wlien lie re-

urned for Beirose lie found hlm on liands
id knees clinging desperately te the

Iank and lie lad te back the toboggan
[ te the end ef the walk beforo lie could
duce Belrose te blave it.

Godfroy MeShane faced some rare
vintage at a special little supper giveii
at the Marcott hotel partly in is henor,
partly te warm up Marion whe was
thoroughly ciillod.

"iMy, I de net knew in wlat conditionI should ho new had I obtained my wisli,"
said Marion, shuddering.

"And that was?" asked 4or fatier.
"That it would fre!ýé hard, liard,

lard!"
"And I was praying," cenfessed Ged-

f rey, "that it would romain mild, soetliat
the chances for a snowstorm and change
cf wind weuld be botter! I knew the
dogs could do it under the-rigit condi-
t ions."

Benjamin Marcott, lier father, i-
sisted upen feasting the dogs. Marion
placed chairs fer them, but when the
canines were brought in, tfey refused
to sit at table. Ail their husky nature
drove thom undor the table where they
smelled at Godfroy's boots.

"They are thinking cf the long' hike
:head if them to-nighit," effered Gwodfroy.

'You're net returning to-niglit?" asked
areeagerly.

(Continued on Page 9).
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