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labours, especially as the Government have taken little or no part in the preparation of
‘general measures of legislation. Bill after Bill has passed the Assembly to duplicate the

. resent number of its members, leaving the existing-electoral districts as they were established
*by-Sir-Thomas-Cochrane in- 1832 ;-the- Council -rejected-these -Bills;-and’ another-measure
on - this subject, of a compromise character, wqé}’q ted by the Assembly last Session in a
spiris of conciliation towards the Coundif; anit ‘86bzht the substitution ‘of 'a close borough

—yystens; by subdividing “certain districts; whi;:lrwvou?d'lfqve-the” effect’ of concentrating undue

*'influences in small localities:and thus endanger the integrity of the representative-puinciple.

" Hence no law has been formed on this subject by, the local Legislature, "and., we .deem it .
utterly hopeless to expect the-present Council to agree to .any just or genecrally, acceptable
nié:isﬂi‘c on thishcf}d-‘,« porvy ' el ;‘,‘7‘ - : - . ‘ N L” ) - {:‘w‘." ‘

With reference to the second. point, we would respectfully refer to. the relative numbers
of the different denominations.of our population, dnd the: amount, of patropage, they respec-
tively hold ‘under the Government of the colony, which may, afford..your.Grace; some : clue
to the motives of the few individuals connceted with, the local Executive, who hayeraised

: and -resorted “to ‘every  unfair - means in exaggerating this objection. Accordin  t0 the
Census of 1845, there were. in the.island,—834,291 members of. thQ;,(;}bqtqlx;:pﬂ;ixj‘gl‘gnﬂ;
15,230 Dissenters, nearly all Wesleyan Methiodists, making together 49,521 Protestants;
and 46,995 Catholics. The membérs of the Churchof England enjoy 18,500 sterling,
yearly, out of the civil official expenditure;;: the;Wesleyans 500 L, othér.Protestant Dissenters,
-pumbering 970, 2,280 I. and Catholics 4,593 & The Executive and Legislative Council con-
sists of six-mémbers of the Church of England, three Dissenters (none .of “thetd' Wekleyana),
“and one Catholic* During'd periodof 20 years, and five ‘general “eléctions. ‘the" number of
Protestants ‘réturtied’ to- the' Assembly was 39, -4nd 86 > Catholiés; " In'*six'’ of “ thenine
electoral ! districts  into ~which: the ‘island is“'divided, ‘theté dre:a" Tinjofity of “Protéstant
electors; bothi collectively and sépirately, as shown' by thig'ainexed ‘abstract from the’ Cerisus
~'of 1845, " Althotigh'these distiicts have’ posséssed ithe’ nutiierical power to retiirn metnbeérs
‘of .théi#" predominant’ persudsion, yet'several of them,like the istricts Wheré the Catholics
 gre in the majority, have returned persons’of “different’’ ¢reeds ny * their’ ‘representatives.

. Under such a state of facts, -taken" frém the. records of the colony, we are confident that
y6ur Graée will‘see- that thisobjection is'only.a pretext put forward, most certainly not by
your Grace, but by the local clique, as an expedient to prolong their tenure of figes‘,po‘r‘zisible

ower. ‘ ‘ ‘ : . C N I SR BN
P Objections similar to this were strongly urged against the concession of self-government

. t0 several of the neighbouring? colonies,. In many: of-them:there were stronger sectarian
differences to be.encounteredithan ever existed:in Newfoundland, axd more: iserious;.conse-

" quences have resulted from them at one election, in Prince. Edward Island, under, the old
system, thaii‘ever has'or-ever will' likely occur in our colyny, whateveér may have b'ee? the
misréprdsentations of interésted parties to the'Cotitrary.. " TR st

- #~The gbp“ﬁlatidp"bf Ciinafla dffords ‘ another ‘illustration,'not' only of rife; dectarian’ differ-
enées, biit dleo of strong antipathies arisiniy from national distinctibns of race'ind lunguage.

- ‘Until~a' proper’ systém of goveriment ‘Was there 'established, thit fine couitry wastorn
“yith'internal dissensions, ihd enjoyed 'neithdr phace hior" prosperity!, - Undeér 'thé reformed
- pdministéation;: which lias for its fourdation ‘equal’ Fights to all éniominations, the orgdniza-
tion of society has ‘been improved, and the. enuiné “?({elihgﬁ’bj_f"Bgi_ﬁstlé; alty and freeddin,
which ' exist i’ all British Northi"Anietica,’ Ave Been strengthéned” in'C ahpdaand All the
“lowet' provinces, ifi’ the'enjoyréit 6 jsélf@oiéi‘xﬁxiéﬂt}'ﬂi‘e"ﬁrmgﬁ)llés"off which' ate daleulated
to° rectify thé difiérences'th whickiwe"have ddverted.’ ‘Whiere'all aré ‘equally, ititetested”in-
the proper and economical mamagement of publié ‘affaifs, and Where t ere’'i§! no'peciiliar
Church establishuiént to! e affected by the change, or supported by the colonial Legisla-" -
tuve, ‘there’id'really no forcelin the objection. No undue sectarian ascendancy s sought
by 4He reforfiérs'in Newfoundlind, and it is evident that honé would be tolerated' oF Practi-
cable; but the Government of the colony should, of course, pay’a dde refard to the fair
 claims of all denominations, - S . Lo - ‘
For these reasons, and those previously advanced, we trust that your Grace may be induced
to see that such objectiofis aré dsvoid of merit; and that you will, by the exercise of your
guthority, cause the present Council to be dissolved, distinet Executive and Legislative Councils
" created, and the‘sa}utgrx,,(}{rinciplgg of responsible rulefully enforced in the colony, that
harmony may be established between the co-ordinate branches of "the " Legislature, and -the
‘best interests, of the country thus promoted. o : e ‘
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