
r.at colonisation, Francis authorised a new expedition
in 1534, and intrusted the comnnand of it to Jacques-
Cartier, a well-known navigator of St. Malo. In
addition to his Yexperience as a seaman, Cartier
possessed a profoundly religious spirit, and in risk-
ing the long voyage, with its certain dangers and
uncertain success, he seems- to have been wholly
ihfluenced by zeal for the conversion of the savages.
le has given us an insight into his ideas in his,. own
quaint style: "Considering,' he says, "the varied
benefits of God to man, I note among others how the
sun pours his genial rays on every part of the globe in
succession, excluding none from their beneficent
influence, and my simple mode of reasoning leads
me to infer that our great Creator intends for all
his creatures a share in the illumination-of-aithno
less than in the cheering light.of the-orb of day.
The sun comes to us from the East, as did our holy
faith; may we not conclude,that as he passes thence
to the West, the beams of the Gospel are nearo
follow in his track, and pour their brightness in that
direction too."

Cartier set sail on the 20th of April, 1534;
reached Newfoundland in safety on the 10th of May,
and sailing along the coast as far as the Bay of
Gaspé, planted near its entrance a lofty cross bearing
a shield with the hiles -of France, and a suitable
inscription. The chief result -of this first voyage was
the discovery of the great river of Canada, and the
opening of communication with the natives. The
season being somewhat too - advanced for farther
exploration, Cartier returned to France in the month
of August, accompanied by two young Indians,
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